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R E S U M É 

The Political Ontology of Human Essence er en specialeafhandling i Politisk Kommunikation 

og Ledelse. Afhandlingen undersøger, med udgangspunkt i en poststrukturalistisk 

analysestrategi, hvorledes menneskelig essens diskursivt konceptualiseres og udfoldes i 

samtidens liberale styringsformer. Undersøgelsen gennemføres gennem en Focaultiansk 

inspireret politisk diskurs analyse, som observerer observationer af menneskelig essens i 

fire nationale og internationale politiske dokumenter: the Republican Platform: the 

Democratic Party Platform; the Universal Declaration of Human Rights; og the European 

Convention on Human Rights. I afhandlingens analyse og diskussion observeres disse 

observationer gennem en prisme udformet som en tredelt metodisk taksonomi. I 

diskussionen identificeres et   conditioned rich human essence dispositive relateret til 

samtidens liberale styringsformer. Herudover diskuteres dispositivets implikationer for 

socialitet, bl.a. relateret til begrebet fænomenologisk intersubjektivitet. Afhandlingens 

sidste del reflekterer over analysens og diskussionens samlede resultater, og overvejer 

fremtidige analysestrategiske muligheder inden for samfundsvidenskaben. I denne 

sammenhæng foreslås et metodisk analyseværktøj, som kan anvendes til at mitigere blinde 

pletter og forudindtagelser inden for dette samfundsvidenskabelige felt.    

 

Afhandlingens primære hypotese er, at den politiske ontologi om menneskelig essens i 

samtidens liberale styringsformer observerer sit objekt – den menneskelige essens – som 

et styringsobjekt. Denne objektivisering konstruerer således koncepter om mennesket i et 

diskursivt mulighedsfelt, som er instrueret af ontologiens egen fundamentale observation 

af den menneskelige essens. Denne observations implikation er en epistemologi, der 

antager veridiction i rationalitetsregimer, som konsoliderer denne politiske ontologi om 

menneskelig essens. Som et resultat heraf prolifereres styringsteknologier, såsom 

panoptisisme, og disciplineringsmekanismer influeret af biopolitik.              
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T H E S I S   A B S T R A C T 

 

The Political Ontology of Human Essence is a master thesis from a Danish university 

program in Political Communication and Leadership. From a poststructural vantage point, 

the thesis investigates how the essence of the human being is discursively conceptualized 

and unfolded in contemporary liberal ways of governing. The investigation is conducted 

through a Foucauldian inspired discourse analysis that observes the observations on 

human essence in four national, as well as international, political texts: the two American 

political party platforms of the Republican Party and Democratic Party respectively; the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights; and the European Convention on Human Rights. 

Throughout the analysis and discussion of the thesis, these observations of human essence 

are observed through a prism of a three-folded methodological taxonomy. The thesis finds 

a conditioned rich human essence dispositive in contemporary liberal ways of governing 

and discusses the implications of this dispositive for social relations, for instance in the 

sense of phenomenological intersubjectivity. The final part of the paper critically reflects 

on the findings and, furthermore, considers future perspectives in the field of social 

science. In this context, a methodological tool, that can mitigate scientific blind spots, and 

biases, in the field of social science, is presented.  

 

The main hypothesis of the paper is that the political ontology of human essence in 

contemporary liberal ways of governing, observes its object – the essence of the human 

being – as an object of governance and, hereby, construes concepts of the human being in 

a discursive field of possibility in accordance with this fundamental observation. The 

implication of this observation of the essence of the human being is an epistemology that 

assumes veridiction in regimes of rationality that consolidate this political ontology of 

human essence. As a result, techniques of governance, such as panopticism, and 

disciplinary mechanisms informed by biopolitics become highly proliferated.      
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The Political Ontology of 
Human Essence 

 
     –  an investigation of concepts of the human being in              
        contemporary liberal ways of governing  
 

 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 
 

The notion of the human being and its nature has for centuries permeated political thoughts of 

governance. As governmental rationality, in the 18th century, began to transform from a strict 

concern of geographical territory into a matter of governance of populations, so did the political 

ontology of human essence. Hence, it can be observed how the advent of homo æconomicus – the 

rational human being consisting of innate self-interest – from the middle of the 18th century became 

a point of reference for a governmental rationality that sought to create an environment of free 

market forces as the foundation for strong thriving nations and the sociality inhabited in these.  

From micro-social intersubjectivity to large-scale macro-societal levels, the political ontology of 

human essence is key for understanding the components of the fabric that constitutes the formation 

of the social in a given field of knowledge.  

 

Today, it can be observed how contemporary political discourses in both national as well as 

international spheres to great extent have populations, or population groups, as the locus around 

which argumentation for certain value- and belief-systems occurs. If widely recognized, these value- 

and belief-systems evolve into a governmental rationale, which makes the human being an object 
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of governance according to certain kinds of conceptualization of the essence of the human being 

(for definition see 1.9.1 and 1.9.2). In this context, various techniques are applied to the political field 

of governance in order to start, and maintain, processes and practices that will externalize political 

thought into reality.   

Through these political discursive processes, distinct variations of societies arise: architecture and 

infrastructure are designed, build, preserved or dissolved; politics and laws are written, discussed, 

negotiated and quarreled about; epistemologies are shaped, developed into systems of truths and 

knowledge, and used to determine legitimate or illegitimate conduct of the human being; 

institutions are constructed in both material and immaterial form; and human beings, in their 

individuality as well as collectivity, are governed with respect to societal macro-structures.   

 

Considering the large-scale, and highly proliferated, scope of governmental techniques - such as 

surveillance and regulative- and punitive mechanisms for formation of behavior -  prevalent in 

contemporary liberal democracies, it is more relevant than ever to observe the observations of the 

governmental gaze that rationalizes and directs these techniques. Without a thorough observation 

of how a given governmental thought observes the essence of the human being, it becomes an 

obscured difficulty to realize the fabric of the foundation that unfolds certain political processes and 

practices into a given empirical field. Only the surface of the rationalities embedded in this 

governmental thought will then be approachable. It is, thus, the unquestionable taken-for-granted 

truth about human essence, as well as the socio-historical backdrop for this truth, that must be 

investigated in order to observe and identify the essential thoughts and rationalities that constitute 

the foundation for the formation of the social. 
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R E S E A R C H   F I E L D 
 

Political communication constitutes a strong means for the externalization and proliferation of a 

certain political thought into society. As political messages are communicated through a given 

medium, cognitive processes related to these messages begin to take shape in the mind of the 

receiver, and a locus of attention, and possible succeeding reaction and behavior, is hereby 

manifested within an individual or a collective. Today, political communication in liberal 

democracies often occurs in fierce interactive rivalries. These rivalries designate the heterogeneity 

of the political matters at stake in the communication. In order to explore this heterogeneity in 

depth, it is relevant to identify the essence of the human being as it is observed and discursively 

unfolded in the political communication. Based on these considerations the following research 

questions arise:     

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Through these research questions, a vantage point, that can be applied in the analysis of the political 

ontology of human essence in liberal ways of governing, is constructed. From this vantage point, it 

becomes observable, how heterogeneous nuances of human essence are expressed and unfolded 

in this domain of governmental thought.   

How are concepts of the human being unfolded in contemporary liberal ways of governing? 

§ Which kind(s) of human essentialism is/are embedded in the governmental rationality 
of the unfolding? 

§ What are the social and societal implications of this/these concept(s) of the human 
being? 

§ How can human essentialism, unfolded in contemporary liberal ways of governing, be 
observed through a second-order analytical approach? 

 



Copenhagen Business School                             Master Thesis     Political Communication and Leadership 
Management Politics and Philosophy   May 2018                     Student: Christina Dahl Lund 

 

 
9 

P A R T  1.  A N A L Y T I C A L  S T R A T E G Y 
 

1.1  THESIS STRUCTURE AND CONTENTS 
 

Based on the research field described in the previous section, this thesis is constituted by four main 

parts:  part 1 - the present analytical strategy; part 2 – a political discourse analysis; part 3 – a 

discussion based on part 2;  and part 4 – critical reflections and conclusion. The structure and main 

contents of the thesis is illustrated in figure 1.1 

  

  
R 

HUMAN ESSENCE 
Implications 

PART 1 - ANALYTICAL STRATEGY  

PART 2 - POLITICAL DISCOURSE ANALYSIS 

PART 3 – DISCUSSION 

PART 4 – FUTURE PERSPECTIVES AND CONCLUSION  

  

 DISPOSITIVE 

Non-essence 
Moderate Rich 

Figure 1.1. Thesis structure and contents 
          

POWER 

 

REGIMES OF 
PRACTICES 

DISCURSIVE FIELD 
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Part one sets, and explain, the analytical foundation for the thesis. Part two investigates the 

research question(s) of the thesis through a political discourse analysis of official, national and 

international political documents (see 1.6). In part three, the findings of the discourse analysis are 

discussed, evaluated and compared. Here, I discuss and consider whether it is plausible to 

determine a certain kind of human essence dispositive (see 1.8.4 and 1.9.7.) of contemporary liberal 

ways of governing. Finally, the fourth part critically reflects on the findings and considers future 

perspectives in the field of social science before concluding on the thesis.  

 

1.2  A POSTSTRUCTUAL ANALYTICAL STRATEGY  
 

The main project of this thesis is to observe the essence of the human being as it is observed by 

contemporary liberal democratic governance. In order for this observation to be possible, an 

analytical strategy, that encompasses analytical means which allow for such observation, is 

required. It is therefore necessary to have an observational contrast to the actually observed 

observations that analytically can help put the findings into an objective perspective. 

Poststructuralism provides a good foundation for such analytical contrast as it is a social scientific 

position that can be applied to concrete empirical analyses in an analytical strategic perspective 

(Esmark et al. 2005: 7). A poststructuralist analytical strategy will construe the means for an observing 

gaze that can observe, how the social emerges as a scientific object in a specific context. In this 

context, poststructuralism, as an analytical strategic approach, should be understood as a 

conjunction that includes methodology and method.  

 

1.2.1  METHODOLOGICAL LEVEL AND METHOD 

As poststructuralism emerges in the nexus of the work of the phenomenological philosophers Hegel, 

Husserl, and Heidegger respectively, it can be considered at a hermeneutic-phenomenological 

methodological level inspired by the social sciences and rooted in continental philosophy of science 

(Esmark et al. 2005: 9, 12). Poststructuralism assumes three components of the social: The real which 
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represents what is present; the imaginary illustrating mental images, thoughts and ideas; and the 

symbolic which constitutes the functional interlinkage between the real and the imaginary in an 

infinite stir of dynamism (Esmark et al. 2005: 13-15). In this context, it is often debated whether the real 

is constituted by the imaginary, or if it is the imaginary that is determined by the real. Likewise, it is 

discussed to which extent language influences the reciprocal relationship between the two 

components. Poststructuralism, however, doesn’t take either side as it devotes prior attention and 

meaning to the symbolic, which it perceives as the foundational level of social reality (Esmark et al. 

2005: 13). Method revolves around the line of direction for concrete empirical analyses and explains 

how the empirical material is chosen and analytically treated (Esmark et al. 2005: 9). A poststructuralist 

analytical strategy incorporates both components (methodology and method) into a conjunction 

that reflects upon, how the object of observation is construed and, furthermore, how this 

construction affects the observation.    

 

 1.3  A SECOND-ORDER ANALYTICAL APPROACH 

In order to observe the political ontology of human essence it is, paradoxically, necessary to make 

an analytical strategic move away from an ontological oriented point of observation and instead 

approach the locus of attention through an epistemological oriented philosophy of science. By doing 

so, the political ontology of human essence, that presents itself as an unquestionable truth, can 

actually be questioned since an epistemological analytical approach will de-ontologise the 

ontological point of observation (Åkerstrøm Andersen 1999: 12-15; Bjerg & Villadsen 2006: 102). Through 

these lenses, an explicit awareness of the observer’s observations is construed without 

acknowledging these observations as an unquestionable truth. The observer’s observations are 

observed, so to speak, and it is this analytical strategy that, in contrast to a purely methodological 

approach, that functions to produce true knowledge about a given object, sets the foundation for a 

strong analysis that critically distances itself from the already established truth embedded in the 

field of observation (Åkerstrøm Andersen 1999: 12-15, 181-183). Instead of going along with the truth 

established in the discourse, this analytical approach will observe the rationalities of the discourse 

with the potential to discuss the implications of these, but it will do so without the claim of the 
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observation of an objective truth.  

 
1.3.1  OBJECTIFICATION OF THE FIELD OF SOCIAL SCIENCE  
           – AN AWARENESS OF SCIENTIFIC BIASES  

Bourdieu (2005) discusses the second order analytical approach in context to the field of social 

science. Here, the scientific field itself is a part of its own observations because it operates through 

unquestioned taken-for-granted assumptions about its object through which it observes the same 

object. Hence, the covert par excellence escapes the observing eye of the researcher because this 

eye hasn’t been trained to observe its own blind spots of biases as part of the observations of its 

object (Bourdieu 2005: 138-141). According to Bourdieu, it is therefore necessary to objectify the subject 

of objectification, which, in other words, means that the historical transcendental must be 

objectified in order to give the scientific field access to the consciousness of the researcher and, 

hereby, access to the cognitive realization of historical presuppositions (Bourdieu 2005: 138, 148-149). 

This is the prior condition that has to be met in order to conduct a scientific objectification.  

 

Preceding a scientific objectification, the researcher, thus, must objectify his/ her own relationship 

to the observed object by observing the non-analyzed relationship to the object. In this way, every 

extended knowledge about a given object requires extended knowledge about the non-analyzed 

relationship to the object occurring in the specific unconscious of the researcher, in the sense of the 

researcher’s unconscious anthropology used in the scientific practice (Bourdieu 2005: 147, 149). The 

degree of the objectivity of the observations of the observer, therefore, is directly linked to the 

degree to which the researcher has objectified his/her own position and interest relating to the 

observed object. In this way social science should, according to Bourdieu, have a reformist purpose 

that seeks and finds knowledge, which can create the foundation for the development of 

instruments that can evolve into a reflective critique aimed at a higher level of freedom from those 

censor instances and coercive mechanisms that pervade the field of social science and all human 

activity (Bourdieu 2005: 144). 
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Foucault (1970) relates to the paradox of scientific objectification in context to the discursive and 

philosophical field of science and argues that these fields in themselves are reflective categories and 

institutional types that should be analyzed in accordance with the object for observation in order to 

obtain objective observations about the reciprocal relationship between the two (Foucault 1970: 151-

152, 158-159). Through such analysis, it will be possible to determine the essence of what Foucault 

coins the unconsciousness of the enunciated – an observational approach that can be applied the 

scientific observation in order to view the problem of the existence of the discursive events in a 

cultural context (Foucault 1970: 159). This contextual gaze is one that strengthens the analysis of 

discursive practices in a socio-historical context (Bjerg & Villadsen 2006: 98, 103, 106).     

 

1.4  CONSTRUCTING AN OBSERVING GAZE THAT CAN SPOT BLIND SPOTS 

Foucault applies discontinuity into his analyses in order to show that something historical has been 

– and thus can be – radically different from the contemporary way the social emerges in a given 

field of observation (Bjerg & Villadsen 2006: 93).  Discontinuity can in this way contrast an ontological 

analytical approach by showing, how a domain of discursive, and most importantly non-discursive 

elements, construct a certain field of possibility and the ‘laws’ of this field (Villadsen 2017: 305-306). 

Foucault also emphasizes the use of fiction as a strategic means to force a new orientation upon 

contemporary discursive rules (Bjerg & Villadsen 2006: 103, 105). In both cases, the objective of the 

strategies is to break open the kinds of knowledge and truth, that prevails contemporary collective 

thought, in order to observe which effects of truth such approaches entail (ibid.). 

 

As an important feature of poststructural analytical strategy is to construct the observing gaze of 

the observer, in a way, such that the emergence of the social becomes observable, I find it 

imperative to design analytical means, for this thesis, that can be used as a contrasting counterpart 

to question the unquestionable truth about the social formation that emerges in the discursive field 

of possibility. I make two analytical means: First, a human essence taxonomy (see 1.5) is constructed 

that can be applied the discourse analysis in order to view, and objectively contrast, the rationality 
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behind an observed form of human essence. The second means consist of a consideration of the 

concepts of the essence of the human being in contemporary liberal ways of governing in a context. 

The latter consideration is best executed through a discussion of a human essence dispositive that 

is but one of several plausible formations of the social and the concepts of human essence, that this 

governmental perspective of the dispositive gives rise to. By doing so, scientific biases and blind 

spots are addressed, as the researcher/ observer in this way becomes coerced to question his/her 

own unquestionable truth as an actor in the observed scientific field. In the following section, I 

describe concepts that I incorporate into these two analytical instruments that is constructed in 

order to obtain a contrasting point of observation of the findings in the analysis.  

 

1.4.1  CHOICE OF POSTSTRUCTURAL THEORY, METHOD AND METHODOLOGY  

Even though it can be argued that Foucault’s methodological methods can be closely related to 

those of social constructionism, his methods nevertheless differ from the social scientific paradigm 

in several ways (Dean 1998). Foucault was concerned with regimes of practices in the sense of 

programmes of conduct comprising prescriptive effects of jurisdiction (what is to be done) as well 

as effects of veridiction (what is to be known) (Dean 1998: 186). A regime of practices expresses certain 

kinds of thought, or ideality, and is interconnected with so called regimes of rationality, which can 

be understood as the specific ways in which domains and objects of knowledge are made verifiable 

and falsifiable (Ibid.: 186-187). Regimes of practices exist in the medium of thought, conceived as a 

non-subjective technical and practical domain (ibid.).  Hence, while social constructionism has the 

construct of social reality as its locus, Foucault’s methodological domain revolves around the 

production of truth, the conception of rationality, and the problematizations that seek to reorganize, 

reform and improve collective (inter)subjectivity. From this outset, Foucault can be regarded as a 

nominalist (ibid.: 192-195), and it is in this respect that an analytical approach inspired by his 

methodology can serve as an ideal means for a second-order analysis of the empirical field. 
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It is particularly the production of truth and falsity, related to the governing of the human being, 

that is of interest to Foucault, who asks: ‘[I]sn’t the most general of political problems the problem 

of truth?’ (Foucault in Dean 1998: 194), and connects this question to his concern of: 

“[h]ow we have come to govern ourselves and others through the 

truths about who we are, and with the potential for establishing new 

relations between forms of power, truth, and identity.”                                                                        

                  (Dean 1998: 195-196) 

An investigation of such political spiritualité (ibid.) and its limits and possibilities, is what I seek to 

conduct in the present thesis, which is why a Foucauldian nominalist approach will be highly suitable 

for an analysis of unfolded concepts of the human being in contemporary liberal ways of governing. 

Relating to this perspective, and to the fact that Foucault can be strongly associated with 

poststructuralism (Esmark et al. 2005: 34), which provides the outset for the analytical strategy of the 

present thesis, the choice of applied theory and method has been on a Foucauldian approach as it 

is the one most suitable to question the unquestionable truth explored throughout the thesis.  

 

1.4.2  A FOUCAULDIAN DISCOURSE ANALYSIS 

To Foucault, discourses should be made intelligible by means of their own terms (Dean 1998: 189). 

These terms should be analyzed in context to how they operate in concert and, likewise they should 

be interpreted as a system of discursive formation (ibid.).  Discursive practices, in contrast should be 

made intelligible in a broad context that not only concerns the linguistic discourse itself:   

“Discursive practices are not purely and simply modes of 

manufacture of discourse. They take shape in technical ensembles, 

in institutions, in behavioral schemes, in types of transmission and 

dissemination, in pedagogical forms that both impose and maintain 

them.”                         (Foucault 2000: 12)   

It is in all these components that the discourse practice as a pure and irreducible object of analysis 

emerges. This means that discursive practices also accommodate the non-discursive such as 
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material objects, technologies, institutions and regimes of practices, which altogether constitute a 

discursive field of possibility (Villadsen 2017: 306). It is when a belief in the existence of a discursive 

object starts to exist that the power of this objectified field begins to take effect. In this exact 

moment, regimes of practices begin to interpenetrate with veridiction, or regimes of rationality, 

embedded in the discursive field (ibid.: 308). Hence, a Foucauldian inspired discourse analysis should 

consider and observe the institutions, scientific disciplines, and regimes of practices, that the 

discourse is embedded in, as factors shaping and constituting the discursive field of possibility.  

Based on this information, I conduct the political discourse analysis as I illustrate it in figure 1.2.: 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1.2. illustrates the components of the Foucauldian discourse analysis conducted in this thesis. 

The arrow between regimes of rationality and regimes of practices illustrates the interpenetration 

of the two components. The two other arrows, between these components and the one of power, 

illustrate the dynamisms that exist in the discursive field of possibility, which constantly changes 

and reforms itself according to the content provided by the three external components. 

 

POWER 

DISCURSIVE 
FIELD OF 

POSSIBILITY 

REGIMES OF RATIONALITY REGIMES OF PRACTICES 

Figure 1.2.:  A Foucauldian inspired discourse analysis  
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1.5  A TAXONOMY FOR A SECOND-ORDER ANALYSIS OF HUMAN ESSENCE 

In context to the discourse analysis illustrated in figure 1.2., the political ontology of human essence, 

and how the latter notion is discursively constructed, is decisive for three key factors in the 

emergence of the discursive field of possibility: 1. the formation of ‘truth’ and regimes of rationality; 

2. the programmes of conduct defining the matrix of intersection between regimes of rationality 

and regimes of practices (Dean 1998: 193); and 3. the forms of phenomenological intersubjectivity (see 

1.9.4) that is developed based on a given conceptualization of human essence. Even though this is 

not an exhaustive account of all the spheres and social factors the political ontology of human 

essence influences, these are critical factors relevant to consider in the case of this thesis.  

 

In order for the discourse analysis to take a second-order analytical approach, it is necessary to 

critically assess in which way human essence – or non-essence – is theoretically conceptualized in 

various strands of veridical practices - in the sense of practices concerned with production of truth 

(Dean 1998: 192-193) - in humanities, political philosophies as well as in human-, social-, and natural 

sciences etc. I, therefore, divide the notion of human essence into a three-folded taxonomy (figure 

1.3) in which three categories of human essence are conceptualized: non-essence; moderate human 

essence; and rich human essence. Each of the three categories differ from each other in form of 

their distinct features. The human-essence-taxonomy makes possible a second-order analytical 

venture point that enables a clear analysis of notions of human essence found in empirical material. 

It is, likewise, suitable as a lens to observe veridical practices connected to a certain human-essence-

category. Most importantly, this approach enables a comparison between a given human 

essentialism, determined in an analysis, and one that doesn’t seem to appear in the empirical 

material. When applying the human-essence-taxonomy to the discourse analysis, a fine-tuned 

second-order analytical tool for the study of the human being and its politically ascribed essence 

arises. 
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TYPE OF HUMAN 

ESSENCE 

CHARACTERISTICS 

NON-ESSENCE Definitions, concepts, and theories in which the human being is ascribed no 
innate human essence. In this category, human essence is exclusively shaped 
and developed by social and discursive processes. 

 

MODERATE 
HUMAN ESSENCE 

Definitions, concepts, and theories that assume some degree of innate human 
essence but at the same time (and to great extent) emphasize that human 
essence is likewise developed or precluded by external environmental and 
societal processes.   

 

 
RICH  
HUMAN ESSENCE 

Definitions, concepts, and theories that assume a rich level of (innate) human 
essence either in terms of:  

§ rich positivistic human essence 
§ rich phenomenological human essence 

These two sub-categories are elaborated in the following. 

 

 

In the following, the categories of the human-essence-taxonomy, and their attitudes towards 

notions such as, phenomenology, intersubjectivity, innate characteristics, consciousness etc., are 

elaborated.   

 

1.5.1  DISCURSIVE POWER AND NON-ESSENCE 

As the term implies, the non-essence category is characterized by definitions, concepts and theories 

that consider the human being with no innate interior. According to these strands of knowledge, 

human consciousness is, at its very outset, non-existent. The development of consciousness takes 

Figure 1.3: The human essence taxonomy 
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place later, and in this context, language is key to the formation of consciousness and 

intersubjectivity. Feelings and belief-systems are caused and shaped by external, cultural factors 

such as discourse. In this way the ‘real’ determines the ‘imaginary’ (see 1.2.1). Thus, the intrinsic 

interior of the human being is solely shaped by the external environment and surroundings, and 

notions such as consciousness, persona, spirituality, thought, sociality etc. are, according to this 

category of human essence, not perceived to exist as innate characteristics of the individual. 

Instead, such characteristics are internalized through discursive and social processes.  

 

In this way, theorists such as N. Luhmann (Kneer & Nassehi 1997) constitute the subject as a medium 

for discursive processes that shape the subject according to certain norms and belief-systems 

inherent in a given discourse. Likewise, M. Foucault explores how the subject is formed through 

power-relations and historical discursive processes. These processes constitute social formations 

and societal institutions such as the psychiatric hospital, the prison, the military etc. In this respect, 

these institutions become a part of an overall discourse that, together with certain rationalities of 

thought, architecture, disciplinary techniques, and regimes of practices, in time develop into a 

dispositive (see 1.8.4) – or an apparatus - that creates docile bodies in correspondence with the 

formation of the dispositive. Innate phenomenology (see 1.9.3 and 1.9.4) – or an innate sense of being 

– is in this context not plausible. Even though affect and feelings of emotions are not denied by 

these theorists, these experiences, in the human being, are strictly a matter of external discourses 

and belief-systems being internalized into the individual, hereby causing subjective experience. 

Neuro-psychological theories that strictly view the brain as an organism which produces biological 

neuronal processes in order to secure its survival as an organism (Baars 2005; Damasio 2003; Carrara-

Augustenborg 2013; Edelman 2001), can likewise be defined in context to this category (see 1.9.3 for 

elaboration).  

 

As an example of an observation of a discursive field of possibility influenced by non-essence 

observation, Uluorta (2007) describes how neo-liberalism maintains its supremacy within the United 

States through the (re)formation of a disciplined neo-liberal non-subject. In this theory, the ‘nature’ 
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of the subject doesn’t exist as there is no subject, but only a non-subject reduced to an external 

constructed identity that constantly must align itself in accordance with three signifying mirrors 

(inspired by Lacan): the capitalist-market mirror; the religious-moral mirror; and the nationalist-

patriotic mirror. Identity and desire can only be obtained through a consent that reflects the three 

signifying mirrors, and in this way a disciplinary subject formation that perpetuate neoliberal 

supremacy is maintained. The mirrors resemble the idealized and perfect reality in the environment 

of the subject. Hence, in the lack of subjectivity through an alternative coherent ontology, the 

individual has little choice but to recognize its lack of such alternative and is instead compelled to 

adapt to the epistemology of the established environment in the harmonic ‘real’. This type of 

subjectification is only possible because of a hegemony of dominant forces that manifests a more 

developed and coherent worldview. In short: ‘The mirrors are perfect; the viewer is not; subjectivity 

is removed’ (Uluorta 2007: 70). As the non-subject consents to the manifested ontological structure in 

its environment and internalizes its ‘commonsense’ epistemology, values, and morals supportive of 

established power relations, the opportunity for subjectivity action and subject position in the ‘real’ 

arises (Uluorta 2007, 57-58). This process of consent, Uluorta argues, establishes the basis of 

disciplinary neoliberal supremacy. 

 

1.5.2  MODERATE HUMAN ESSENCE  

In contrast to the non-essence category, definitions, concepts, and theories that assume moderate 

human essence, to some extent presuppose innate human essence. Some strands of both social- 

and natural sciences assume that the human being possesses innate intrinsic features, including 

DNA and genes, that to more or less extent determines behavior, development, and persona, while 

environmental, social, and societal factors also function as influencing components on these 

intrinsic features. For instance, some scientific research in epigenetics shows that external 

environmental and social factors can produce change in DNA and, furthermore, potentially 

influence epigenetic mechanisms’ effect on gene transcription (Charney 2012; Rabe & Spengler 2013). 

Thus, according to some theories, that can be referred to the moderate human essence category, 

the ‘nature’ of the human being is both constituted by innate biological features, such as genes and 
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DNA, as well as external influences, which either develop, preclude or change these essential 

features. 

 

Giddens’ (1991) theories provide a good example of social-psychological theories that can be 

characterized as being in the category of moderate human essence. Giddens consider how the epoch 

of high modernity, strongly characterized by the notion of globalization, changes intimate aspects 

of personal life and introduces dynamisms into human affairs that, likewise, change self-identity and 

social connections (Giddens 1991: 32). In this context, Giddens speak of a core of the self, which the 

reflexivity of modernity extends into. Here it orders psychic reorganization in an altered self that 

has to be explored and constructed as part of a reflexive process of connecting personal and social 

change (ibid.: 33). The psychological make-up of the self is characterized by a discursive consciousness 

that enables discursive representation of the nature of the behavior in which the self engages (ibid.: 

pp. 35-36). Furthermore, the self consists of a practical consciousness that unconsciously and 

continuously monitors the circumstances of human activity (ibid.).  

 

According to Giddens’ theory, infants do not have motives that acquire cognitive anticipation, but 

only needs and wants, that make them dependent on their nearest caretakers to read these signals 

(Giddens 1991: 64). From this outset, essential emotional commitment in form of trust, hope, and 

courage develop into an intrinsic ontological security system, that becomes imperative for the 

foundation of psychic reorganization later in life, for example encountered in social settings of high 

modernity (Giddens 1991: pp. 38-41). In this theory, the individual has a core self that is constituted 

through development in infancy. Yet, the infant doesn’t possess cognitive motives, and this makes 

the theory one of moderate human essence as it consists of truths about the human being that can 

be observed in rich phenomenological human essence (see 1.5.3.), but at the same time rejects full 

consciousness in infancy and before birth.  Life course theory (Elder 1998; Elder & Shanahan 2006) 

constitutes another theoretical example that explains how societal factors over a life course can 

influence intra- as well as interpersonal conditions in sociality. Likewise, many theories of social 

constructivism (e.g. Berger & Luckmann 1967) serve as examples of moderate human essentialism.  
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 1.5.3  RICH HUMAN ESSENCE  

The rich human essence category is characterized by definitions, concepts and theories that 

emphasize full essence, which means that a human being from birth possesses a rich, intrinsic 

essence. Theories in this category, however, varies in ways so mutually exclusive, that it is necessary 

to further subdivide the category into rich positivistic human essence and rich phenomenological 

human essence. Theories that concur with rich positivistic human essence, assume that the human 

being is born with identical features and characteristics that cannot be changed. Such theories often 

compare the human being to the animal kingdom, describing the human being as an animal species 

that can only be changed to limited extent and hence must be regulated in its natural behavior. 

Theories influenced by Darwinist strands of thought can be characterized as being of rich positivistic 

human essence.    

 

In stark contrast, theories that assume rich phenomenological human essence, emphasize a rich 

human interior, sensitive to its environment, and with an intrinsic capacity for phenomenological 

intersubjectivity (Zahavi 2015; Trevarthen 2015; Trevarthen & Aitken 2001) and collectively constructed 

emotions (Krueger 2015). Among other scientific fields, strands of philosophy, i.e. phenomenology, 

and branches of psychology adhere to this category of human essence (Krueger & Szanto 2016; Léon, 

Szanto & Zahavi 2017). In these theories, the question of consciousness (see 1.9.3) is essential as some 

theorists and researchers find that consciousness and the capacity for phenomenological 

intersubjectivity is embedded in the human being from early infancy (Trevarthen 2015; Trevarthen & 

Aitken 2001). Neuropsychological research in brain plasticity (Bruel-Jungerman, Davis & Laroche 2007; 

Maguire et al. 2000) is also relevant in this category of human essence, as it shows that intrinsic physical 

features can be influenced by both external environmental factors and cognition. Likewise, Ray 

(2004) investigates the interlinkage between external social factors, cognition, and intrinsic physical 

health. 

  

In her research on political agency, Kallio (2017) emphasizes intersubjective socialization as a factor 

that makes the political subject take shape. Through qualitative research, Kallio explains how 
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intergenerational recognition works as a dynamic force in intimate relations as well as public 

encounters (Kallio 2017: 88-89). Kallio argues, that linguistic categorization of subjects and identities 

always bears the risk of a loss of something vital in people’s political existence because a linguistic 

representation will accentuate certain kinds of characteristics while it will miss other unique 

features about the person:  

“Thus the uniqueness of political subjects receives little attention and 

the social dynamics of political living become noticed only partially, 

which may lead to biased understandings and to misinterpretations 

concerning political subjecthood.”                      (Kallio 2017: 94)                                                 

According to this theory, the human being is always context specific and variable in space and time, 

but two distinct aspects of positive recognition are stressed, namely care and respect, which 

function as meaningful acts of agency when practiced intersubjectively and intergenerationally 

(ibid.).  This example constitutes a rich phenomenological human essence approach focusing on 

intergenerational recognition in intersubjectivity.  

 

1.6  EMPIRICAL FIELD 

When selecting the empirical point of observation for this thesis, I have considered the relevance of 

official, political documents that can represent, and be illustrative of, governmental regimes of 

rationality in contemporary liberal ways of governing. Furthermore, the selection-criteria has been 

created with a focus on a search for political documents that express thoughts about the essence 

of the human being. In order to cover the topic from a wide range of perspectives, four documents 

have been selected: two American documents consisting of the Republican platform and the 

Democratic party platform respectively; the document ‘The European Convention on Human Rights’ 

which illuminates the notion of human essence from a European perspective; and ‘the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights’, which approaches the question of human essence from an 

international perspective. At first glance, it can seem peculiar that an international UN document 

are included in an analysis of liberal ways of governing. However, it has been critiqued that states, 
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that have been included in the course of preparation of the documents, have been influenced by 

processes of Westernization of state elites (Harris-Short 2003: pp. 132-134). Bearing this perspective in 

mind, the document has been included for analysis. In the following, the four documents are 

presented.  	

 

1.6.1  THE REPUBLICAN PLATFORM 2016 

The Republican Platform 2016 is the latest published platform of the US Republican party. It was 

endorsed at the Republican National Convention 2016 in which Donald Trump was chosen as the 

party’s nominee for the coming presidency. It serves as a good example of present regimes of 

governmental rationality on the essence of the human being. Among others, the chapters 

‘Government Reform’ and ‘Great American Families, Education, Healthcare, and Criminal Justice’ 

provide elaborating ideological views on human essence.  

 

1.6.2  THE DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM 2016    

The Democratic Platform 2016 has been chosen for analysis in order to compare it with the 

document of the Republican platform, and determine to what extent the two texts differ, and, even 

more interesting, where the two resemble each other in a perhaps over-all American notion of 

human essence. Even though the two political platforms differ in their political ideologies, they 

nevertheless arise from the same American socio-historical context which can give rise to 

institutional influences on the platforms’ discursive formation that are not so far apart as the 

political ideologies seem to be.     

 

1.6.3  THE EUROPEAN CONVENTION ON HUMAN RIGHTS 

The European Convention on Human Rights constitutes the European discursive formation on 

human essence. This text is of relevance for the discourse analysis because of its proliferation into 
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European nations and societies. In contemporary European political debates, the concept of human 

rights is often discussed and debated as an object of political communication. This document is, 

therefore, very relevant for analysis as it constitutes the foundation of the discursive formation of 

the human being in a European context.  

 

1.6.4  THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights has been selected in order to illuminate differences and 

resemblances between this document and the European Convention on Human Rights. 

Furthermore, it represents the international discursive field in which concept of the human being 

and its essence is being unfolded. The analysis will reveal to what extent human essence is perceived 

as an inherent concept or as a developmental concept of the real into the imaginary.  

 

1.7  POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC CONCEPTS 

 

1.7.1  LIBERALISM 

Since its advent in the 18th century, liberalism has developed into two distinct strands of thought: 

political liberalism which is rooted in natural law and deduces the liberal state from the assertion of 

inalienable individual rights; and economic liberalism that together with utilitarian liberalism forms 

the second strand of liberal thought (Behrent 2009: 560-563). The former dates back to the French 

Revolution and has law – perceived as an expression of collective will – and human rights as its locus 

of veridiction, whereas the latter form of Liberalism clearly distinguishes itself from anthropological 

principles: ‘Where revolutionary liberalism makes law the foundation of politics, utilitarian liberalism 

sees politics as the origin of law’ (Behrent 2009: 561). It can be argued that Economic liberalism is 

strongly connected to biopolitics (1.8.1), as biopolitics constitutes a necessary prerequisite for 

Liberalism as a governmental rationality as well as a governmental critique (Behrent 2009: 555-559; Dean 

1999: 187).  
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 1.7.2  NEOLIBERALISM  

Like liberalism, contemporary neo-liberalism has evolved from two distinct strands of thought: 

German ordo-liberalism, which arose at the Freiburg school in the late 1920s in the nexus between 

Neo-Kantianism, Husserl’s phenomenology, and Weber’s sociology; and American neo-liberalism, 

which arose at the Chicago School of Economics, and which was a counteraction toward postwar 

socio-economic programmes such as the New Deal in the 1930s (Dean 1999: 108-110). German ordo-

liberals considered the historical interpenetrational processes between economic structures and 

juridical structures and recommended a competitive market system – but one that was to be 

regulated by juridical-, institutional- and cultural structures as well as supplemented by welfare 

politics and social benefits (ibid.). In contrast, American neo-liberalism emphasizes free market 

rationalities to the extent that these can be applied in the analysis of all aspects of human behavior 

and used to formulate policy. American neo-liberalism assumes the human being as an 

entrepreneur in its own life, who can invest in its own capital in order to obtain economic as well as 

psychological and cultural affluence (Dean 1999: 110).      

 

1.7.3  POLITICAL ECONOMY 

Derived from Greek rhetorike the term oikonomia denotes the administration or management of 

the household (oikos).  When this governmental rationality is applied in a macro-societal context, 

the term political economy is coined (Dean 1999: 313). Furthermore, political economy designates a 

conflation of the concepts of economic liberalism and political liberalism (see 1.7.1). Where economic 

liberalism dates back to the physiocracy that laid the foundation for the first school of liberal 

economics and Adam Smith’s notorious book ‘the wealth of nations’ (1776), political liberalism dates 

back to Locke’s (1690) concept of natural rights. Political economy constitutes a reference for 

veridiction in the market that can be used to shape principles of truth for a given governmental 

rationality (Villadsen 2015).  
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1.8  FOUCAULDIAN CONCEPTS OF POWER AND GOVERNING TECHNIQUES  

 

1.8.1  BIOPOLITICS  

The advent of biopolitics can be designated as the historical moment where the biological life of 

man became an object of political calculation and governance (Villadsen 2015). In contrast to an 

exclusive governmental focus on territory, biopolitics considers the administration of the mass, as 

a whole, aggregated into a population (Behrent 2009: 557), and can be considered as an integral part 

of large-scale liberal governmentality (see 1.8.3) (Behrent 2009: 567; Dean 1999: 187). In this sense, 

Foucault describes the function of biopolitics as ‘the security mechanisms that have to be installed 

in a population of living beings in order to optimize a state of life’ (Foucault in Dean 2015: 18). 

‘Bio-power was without question an indispensable element in the 

development of capitalism; the latter would not have been possible 

without the controlled insertion of bodies into the machinery of 

production and the adjustment of the phenomena of population to 

economic processes’                                               (Foucault 1979: 141) 

According to Foucault, biological existence was reflected in political existence as the former entered 

into the sphere of political techniques as a phenomenon of life (Foucault 1979:  141-142). This 

phenomenon gave rise to the notion of natural rights as a political response to the new procedures 

of biopolitics.   

 

1.8.2  PANOPTICISM  

The panopticon is a historical phenomenon: an architectural model published by J. Bentham in 1791, 

which designates the archetype of disciplinary power (Behrent 2009: 558). Besides its physical 

architecture, the Panopticon could function as a procedure for institutions, e.g. schools, factories, 

and prisons, which would enable the supervision of the conduct of individuals while increasing the 
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profitability and productivity of their activity (Foucault 2008: 67). Bentham, himself, proposed that the 

Panopticon could be considered as the very formula of liberal government (ibid.). The function of 

panopticism happens through creation of subjectivity, where the person is placed within its field of 

visibility, and with this knowledge the person internalizes the will of the power surrounding it. For 

Foucault, the Panopticon is both a generalizable model of functioning, namely ‘panopticism’ – the 

principle of an ensemble and ‘the panoptic modality of power’ (Agamben 2009: 16-17). It is a figure of 

political technology that is linked to the disciplinary modality of power and symbolizes the 

disciplinary universe of modernity in the sense of societies of control.  

 

1.8.3  GOVERNMENTALITY 

In a strict sense the notion governmentality can be understood as the modern rationality of political 

governance (Villadsen 2015). The concept of governmentality was originally coined by Roland Bartes 

to designate a ‘naturalized myth’, and Foucault adopted this concept from Bartes. Governmentality 

designates the advent of a new governmental rationality and conduct that is inextricable tethered 

to the discovery of the economy, and it has the population as its object of governance (Dean 1999: 

55). A governmentality-analysis can be applied as an analytical tool to analyze which kinds of 

governmental techniques a certain rationality of governance practices in order to obtain its 

objectives.  

 

1.8.4  THE DISPOSITIVE – A REGIME OF PRACTICES  

The term dispositive arises from Latin. The Latin term for oikonomia is disposito from which the 

French term dispositif, or apparatus, is derived (Agamben 2009: 11).  A dispositive is a network that 

connects elements of regimes of practices manifested in materiality as well as immateriality: 

discourses, institutions, architectural forms, laws, techniques, philosophical, moral, and 

philanthropic propositions etc. (Agamben 2009: 2). It is shaped by these elements throughout temporal 

spheres, and its ‘nature’ can be said to be of a dominant strategic character in that it possesses the 

ability to manipulate and intervene in relations of forces in order to either evolve or distort them 
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(Dean 2013: 50). The dispositive establishes its veridiction in the same clusters of knowledge that is 

created within it and from where a pure activity of governance originates. Agamben (2009) relates 

the contemporary proliferation of apparatuses to the extreme phase of capitalist development and 

its consecutive processes of subjectification (ibid.: 15), and states that ‘[A]pparatuses must always 

imply a process of subjectification, that is to say, they must produce their subject’ (Agamben 2009: 11). 

Hence, the distinct character of the apparatus, or the dispositive, is that it is bound to produce its 

subject in order to operate: ‘Apparatus, then, is first of all a machine that produce subjectifications, 

and only as such is it also a machine of governance’ (ibid. 20). In a modern context desubjectification 

can be viewed as a component of subjectification: 

“Foucault has demonstrated how, in a disciplinary society, 

apparatuses aim to create - through a series of practices, discourses, 

and bodies of knowledge – docile, yet free, bodies that assume their 

identity and their “freedom” as subjects in the very process of 

desubjectification”’                                                         (Agamben 2009: 19).  

The notion of desubjectification is one that differentiate modern apparatuses from their traditional 

predecessors and is prevalent in contemporary governance (Agamben 2009: 20). It signifies the 

nontruth of the subject and thus the accompanying abolition of the truth of the subject, that is no 

longer at stake in its processes. Hence, massive processes of desubjectification without the 

acknowledgement of any real subjectification can, according to Agamben, be observed in 

contemporary societies, e.g. in political discourses and in the proliferation of surveillance.  
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1.9  CONCEPTS AND TERMS RELATED TO THE NOTION OF HUMAN ESSENCE 

 

1.9.1  THE HUMAN BEING 

Throughout the thesis, the term human being should be considered as one that designates the 

human as an object for a given governmental rationality, and thus as an object for the formation 

and ascription of a certain kind of human essence. Hence, the term can both be subject to a 

formation of a human (non-)essence that arises from structuralism (see 1.9.2) as well as one that 

arises from phenomenology and hermeneutic.     

1.9.2  HUMAN ESSENCE 

In this thesis, human essence is a term used in order to describe, which inherent characteristics the 

human being is ascribed in a given empirical context. For example, structuralism’s rejection of the 

‘self’ as relating to the imaginary (Esmark et al. 2005: 30-31) can be construed as a perspective that 

designates human essence. The question of (innate) consciousness (see 1.9.3) is imperative to 

different concepts of human essence.  In section 1.5, categories of human essence are divided into 

a taxonomy used for the analysis of concepts of the human being in contemporary liberal ways of 

governing.      

1.9.3  CONSCIOUSNESS AND THOUGHT 

The question of consciousness is heavily debated in multiple strands of science – not least in 

neuroscience, where theories of access (cognitive reportable) consciousness are weighted against 

those of phenomenal consciousness (phenomenology). Access consciousness is defined by a strict 

conception of consciousness, which presumes conscious cognition, and in some cases verbal 

reportability, in order for the subject to be in a conscious state of mind (Baars 2005; Damasio 2003; 

Carrara-Augustenborg 2013; Edelman 2001). Theories of phenomenal consciousness, in contrast, consider 
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consciousness in a broader perspective that overflows access consciousness (Block 2007; Dehaene et al. 

2006; Gopnik 2007). In both strands of consciousness theories, attention and memory are discussed as 

key factors of consciousness. In these two examples, consciousness is then described as either 

consisting of rich phenomenology, or as a focused and goal-orientated attention-processing system 

respectively. Hence, from a phenomenological perspective, the functional explanations of access 

consciousness reduce consciousness to neuronal processes and sacrifice the rich phenomenal 

aspects of consciousness (Kouider et al. 2010) In a philosophical matter, and relevant for the analytical 

strategy of this thesis, consciousness is also the subject of much debate between structuralism and 

poststructuralism (Esmark et al. 2005: 30-31).  

1.9.4  PHENOMENOLOGICAL INTERSUBJECTIVITY 

When I use the term phenomenological intersubjectivity it should be considered in relation to the 

notion of consciousness (see 1.9.3) and the different scientific stands towards this latter topic. In the 

theoretical use, two people, or more, can thus experience a rich level of phenomenological 

intersubjectivity related to a phenomenal notion of consciousness that overflows reportable access-

consciousness and furthermore encompasses notions such as empathy, intuition, emotions, 

collective memory etc. (León, Szanto & Zahavi 2017). In contrast, I also construe the notion in context to 

a low level of phenomenological intersubjectivity, where interaction between two people, or more, 

is constituted in the matter of the rationality revealed in the verbal communicative acts – but to less 

extent considers the above-mentioned features of a rich level of phenomenological 

intersubjectivity.     

1.9.5  TEMPORAL-SPACE  

As the term temporal-space implies, I use the term in order to describe how different forms of social 

emergence in a discursive field of possibility use, and construct, time and place in various ways. 

(Phenomenological) intersubjectivity is thus influenced by the social structures of a given culture or 

society, as these set the foundation and norms for when and where sociality occurs. A family’s 

physical presence and phenomenological intersubjectivity can, for instance, be influenced by 

external institutional factors such as work, daycare, school, leisure activity, societal responsibilities 
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etc. as well as internal mental factors such as collective family history and memory shaping- and 

development through time. All of these instances, can, likewise, be influenced by socio-historical 

factors like war and economic crises (Elder 1998; Elder & Shanahan 2006). In some parts of the thesis, I 

briefly consider how the aspect of temporal-space becomes a techne of governance – for example 

in context to the conduct of the individual as a self-responsible time-manager of his/her life.  

1.9.6  UN-MARKED SOCIALITY 

This notion designates the ‘un-marked’ social that does not occur in the discourse analysis. The term 

un-marked represents what is not discursively expressed, and hence what does not emerge, in the 

social ‘reality’ of a given governmental rationality. The need for this notion, is to secure the 

objectification and identification of scientific blind spots in the analysis: the unquestionable truth of 

the researcher as a member of a liberal democratic governed society, the taken-for-granted use of 

temporal-space, the every-day processes of (phenomenal) intersubjectivity and individual behavior 

etc.  

1.9.7  THE CONDITIONED RICH HUMAN ESSENCE DISPOSITIVE  

In the discussion, the notion conditioned rich human essence dispositive occurs. This concept should 

be understood in relation to the taxonomy of human essentialism (see 1.5) that is used in the analysis 

as an analytical tool to obtain second order observations of the political ontology of human essence. 

The notion designates a certain kind of social reality that could be different from the one that it is. 

In this context the term conditioned indicates that this formation of rich human essentialism is based 

on certain conditions, that might not appear in another societal context, and that, therefore, could 

have another appearance. In contrast to the notion of un-marked sociality, described in the previous 

paragraph, this concept designates the actually marked sociality in liberal ways of governing. 

Through the observed contrast between these two notions, a scientific objectifying gaze that can 

eliminate, or at least consider, biased blind spots in the field of social science, is created. 
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1.10  DELIMITATION  
 

As described in section 1.6, four documents have been selected for the political discourse analysis, 

conducted in this thesis, in order to make possible an illumination of the political ontology of the 

essence of the human being in liberal ways of governing. Obviously, these documents only 

constitute a small, albeit germane, subset of an immense empirical field of political documents that 

communicate an unquestionable truth about human essence. It would, therefore, be relevant to 

include materials from other liberal governmental systems – e.g. from those of the Scandinavian 

countries because of their welfare policies- but due to the limited scope of this thesis, I have chosen 

to focus on documents that are of large power influence in international politics. 

Furthermore, it would have been relevant to incorporate the Convention on the Rights of the Child 

(CRC) into the analysis. This text observes the human being in a specific context and in a perspective 

that is quite different from the rest of the selected documents – namely the perspective of the 

human being in the specific period of childhood, which designates a temporal, and cultural, context 

that differs from the concept of the human being as an adult. Here, it would have been interesting 

to observe how observations of the child differ from the ones that observe the adult. However, 

considering the limited scope of the thesis, this text has not been incorporated into the discourse 

analysis.  

From the outset of this analytical strategy part, an emphasis on the relevance of applying a 

poststructuralist analytical approach to the thesis has been stressed. On the basis of such emphasis, 

several other poststructural theorists could have been relevant to consider. For instance, a 

hegemonic discourse analysis as it is methodologically conceived by Ernesto Laclau and Chantal 

Mouffe (Esmark et al. 2005: 177) would be relevant to consider. The reason for the choice of Foucauldian 

applied theory and method has been described in section 1.4.          
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P A R T   2  –  A N A L Y S I S 

 

” Thought does exist, both beyond and before systems and edifices 

of discourse. It is something that is often hidden but always drives 

everyday behaviors. There is always a little thought occurring even 

in the most stupid institutions; there is always thought even in silent 

habits.”                                                                          (Foucault 2002: 456) 

 

The following political discourse analysis will elucidate which kinds of rationalities of thought that, 

along with regimes of practices and structures of power, shape the conception of the human being 

in the discursive field of possibility in liberal ways of governing. By analyzing the regimes of 

rationality occurring in the four selected texts (see 1.6), certain kinds of truth and falsity in a given 

governmental rationality can be conveyed, and the political ontology of human essence within this 

discourse can likewise be illuminated. First, a theoretical backdrop, relevant for the analysis, about 

political economy related to the notion of providential oikonomia. 

 

 PROVIDENTIAL OIKONOMIA   

Agamben (2011) conducts a genealogy of contemporary political economy and situates it in the 

nexus between economic theology and political theology derived from Christian religion. The 

genealogy observes, how a natural, immutable, and essential order ‘instituted by God’ is replaced 

by the knowledge of the economy, which establishes societies according to laws of the physical 

world (Agamben 2011: 282).  In this process, economic theology becomes closely linked with modern 

biopolitics, in the conjunction of political economy, with an emphasis of economy and government 

over social life in civil societies (ibid.). The Physiocracy was a movement arising in the 18th century 

Enlightenment. It preceded the first modern school of classical (political) economics, which began 

with Adam Smith’s ‘The Wealth of Nations’ (1776). Classical economics, which is also known as liberal 



Copenhagen Business School                             Master Thesis     Political Communication and Leadership 
Management Politics and Philosophy   May 2018                     Student: Christina Dahl Lund 

 

 
35 

economics, is based on the theory of market economies as (largely) self-regulating systems, 

governed by natural laws of production and exchange that ensures the interlinkage between 

individual self-interest and macro-economic societal interests, such as a maximization of economy. 

In ‘The Wealth of Nations’, these natural laws are metaphorical illustrated by an invisible hand which 

bears theological resemblance. Thus, according to Agamben: 

“The ‘economic science’ of the Physiocrats is nothing but the 

application and transposition of the natural order into the 

government of societies.“                    (Agamben 2011: 282)  

Through this rationalization of the economy, the paradigm of the divine government of the world 

arose. Political liberalism (1.7.1) is a political philosophy that evolved into a political movement 

during the Enlightenment. In this period, it became popular among philosophers and economists in 

Western societies. The 17th century philosopher John Locke is strongly associated with political 

liberalism as he argued that each man has a natural right to life, liberty, which cannot be violated 

by government. However, through the concept of a social contract each individual submits his/her 

freedom to the sovereign authority in exchange for protection of remaining rights. Through both 

economic as well as political liberalism, related to theology, political economy emerges as a 

providential oikonomia – a divine economy aimed at the government of the world (Agamben 2011: 111, 

282).  In this context, the notion of the oath (Agamben 2009) serves as a technique of political economy, 

where it functions as the basis of the political pact in the history of the West. Here the oath ensures 

obligation towards justice and good faith through an assurance backed by religious sanctity. In the 

same way biopolitics – strongly connected to economic liberalism – serves as a techne of political 

economy.    

 

2.1  THE REPUBLICAN PLATFORM      

The present Republican Platform (2016) constituted the political foundation for the Republican Party 

during the American presidential election in fall 2016. Here, Donald Trump became the final 
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Republican candidate running for precedency with Democrat Hillary Clinton as his opponent. The 

platform declares the Republican party’s principles and policies, and provides, according to the 

party, a thorough look at how Republicans wishes to restore American prosperity and security (About 

the RP).  

The first section of the Republican Platform 2016, entitled Restoring the American Dream, is highly 

devoted to macroeconomic topics regarding economic growth, tax systems to be reduced, a winning 

trade policy, liberal financial markets, infrastructure, and technology (RP 2016: pp. 1-8). In this context, 

the notion of the American Dream is connected to terms such as ‘freedom’, ‘prosperity’, 

‘competitiveness’ and the ‘aspirations’ of the American people (ibid.). The Republican Party describes 

itself as “the party of individuals and the institutions they create together’ (RP a 2016: p. 31) – a 

description which emphasizes the importance of individuality for the party.   

2.1.1  UNIVERSAL TRUTH AND SUBJECTIVE FALSITY 

The Republican Party describes itself as ‘[t]he party of the Constitution, the greatest political 

document ever written’ and elaborate the importance of the constitution for the American people: 

“It is the solemn compact built upon principles of the Declaration that 

enshrines our God-given individual rights and ensures that all 

Americans stand equal before the law, defines the purposes and 

limits of government, and is the blueprint for ordered liberty that 

makes the United States the world’s freest and most prosperous 

nation.”        (RP  2016: 9) 

As the above quote indicates, and as will be elaborated in the following sub-sections, the Republican 

platform is strongly influenced by religious aspects, as well as a macro-economic focus, on how 

America should be driven forward. These views are supported by patriotic statements and terms 

that emphasize American global leadership.  Such foundational components in the Republican 

rhetoric correspond to the theory proposed by Uluorta (2007) that view American political subject 

formation through three signifying ‘mirrors’: the capitalist-market mirror; the religious-moral 
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mirror; and the nationalist-patriotic mirror (see 1.5.1). According to the theory, the neoliberal subject 

can only obtain legitimacy and subjectivity through a behavior that resembles the images of the 

three mirrors. Because consent of the external ‘real’ and the institutions embedded in this 

environment is a prerequisite for obtaining legitimate subjectivity, the individual is conceived as a 

non-subject until subjectivity that reflects the three mirrors is obtained. Here, consent should be 

understood as the non-subject’s alignment within hegemonic macro-economic structures (Uluorta 

2007). Because religious, economic, and constitutional veridiction is strongly manifested in American 

culture, the regimes of rationality implied by these veridical practices make up an unquestionable 

universal truth, while deviant behavior and streams of thought represent a contrasting falsity that 

is marginalized as being immoral, un-American, treasonous etc. (Uluorta 2007: 60).  

 

Uluorta’s theory of the three signifying mirrors bears resemblance to Foucault’s (2008) concept of 

panopticism (see 1.8.2) as a technique of the liberal art of government. This art of government aligns 

economic freedom, liberalism and disciplinary techniques in such a way that these become fastened 

to  each other in a conflation that entails the development, dramatic rise, and spreading throughout 

society of disciplinary techniques designed to control the conduct of individuals’ every-day behavior 

(Foucault 2008: 67).  Foucault describes how panopticism functions as a general formula of liberal 

government: the prior concern for liberal government is to give way to everything due to natural 

mechanisms in behavior and production and make no other forms of intervention than that of 

supervision (ibid.). Through supervision, government can intervene only when the supervision 

observes that something is not happening according to the general mechanisms of behavior and 

economic life. Related to Uluorta’s theory of the three signifying mirrors, panopticism as a governing 

technique, occurs as a tacit observer in society that observes whether the individual adheres to the 

prescriptions defined by the mirrors or not. With the awareness of this panoptic surveillance, the 

individual can self-regulate its behavior and conduct according to the mirrors.          

 

In the following, three salient topics of the Republican Platform is analyzed. It is observed how the 

unquestionable universal truth about human essence is observed and communicated in the 
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Republican platform, and furthermore, how falsity of the non-consenting subject becomes a 

correlate of this universal truth.  

 

2.1.2  GOD-GIVEN NATURAL RIGHTS IN THE RELEGIOUS-MORAL MIRROR 

According to the Republican Platform ‘God bestows certain rights on every individual’ (RP: 9). Even 

though it isn’t explicitly explained what these certain rights comprise of, several characteristic 

elements strike the eye when reading the sentence in the perspective of the formation of the human 

being: First, the religious aspect relating to God stands out; second, the characteristic Republican 

emphasis on the human being as an individual rather than a person or a human being; and third, the 

combination of the two former characteristics with the term rights that ascribe legal capacity to the 

human being. Human equality is established through the fact that all are endowed by their creator 

with inalienable rights (RP: 13). It is here observable, how religion and morality in this sense become 

aligned through a moral law recognized as the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God (RP: 9, 11). In this 

way, the religious-moral mirror takes shape through laws beyond humanity.  

 

The Republican Platform expresses how the role of government becomes fastened to this religious 

meta-thought: ‘In a free society, the primary role of government is to protect the God-given, 

inalienable rights of its citizens’ (RP: 9). These rights, that are distinguished from those of human-

granted rights, which are subjugated to the former as God-given, natural, inalienable rights, always 

prevail any other rights (ibid.). This illustrates a clear example of a truth that goes beyond humanity 

and is manifested to such an extent that it becomes an unquestionable truth. The United States can 

be considered the most religious industrialized nation in the world (Uluorta 2007: 63). In an American 

context, belief in God and the bible, therefore, becomes a veridiction for the religious-moral mirror. 

This mirror holds a strong correlation between morality and religion as many Americans support the 

position that belief in God is a prerequisite for morality (ibid.).      
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From this outset, regimes of veridical practices can proliferate throughout societal structures, for 

example in the educational system where ‘A good understanding of the bible [is] indispensable for 

the development of an educated citizenry’ (33).  By ascribing God-given inalienable rights to the 

individual, a certain kind of ontology, and the epistemological truth induced by this, is applied to 

the human being. In a political context, for example in the matter of the traditional family as a 

societal institution, this non-negotiable truth can be used as a basis for a certain kind of governance. 

Hereby, ‘divergent’ topics, e.g. marriage between two people of the same sex, or abortion, become 

falsities with reference to a religious-moral veridiction. Likewise, morality with reference to a moral 

law of Nature and of Nature’s God, can become a means to gain legitimacy, for example in the case 

where Republicans consider the establishment of a pro-growth tax-code a moral imperative (RP 1).    

 
2.1.3  THE AMERICAN WORKER  
           – A REFLECTION OF THE CAPITALIST-MARKET MIRROR 

The RP describes the American worker as the greatest asset of the American economy (RP a: 7, 25), 

and pride is ascribed to those who work hard and are able to shelter their families (RP a: 4). This 

discursive practice, reveals another nuance of subjectification than the one provided by the 

religious-moral mirror: Here, the human being is described as a hard-working American and as an 

asset with reference to the American economy, which quite exact resembles the requirements of 

the signifying capitalist-market mirror. In this mirror prosperity becomes the product of self-

discipline, and personal liberty is connected to hard work. In contrast, an ‘unproductive’ American 

becomes a falsity in the ‘real’ and dismissed to a do-it-yourself system for social reproduction (Uluorta 

2007: 56-57, 60, 64). The description also reflects the nationalist-patriotic mirror because it is the hard-

working American that is emphasized in contrast to the citizen, man, woman or other identities. The 

Republican Platform emphasizes a competitive America where competitiveness equals jobs – a 

rationality that becomes linked to a macroeconomic perspective: ‘That equation governs our 

policies regarding U.S. corporations in the global economy’ (RP: 2).  According to Sonu and Benson 

(2016), the external conditions for the form of subjectivity that align subjectivity according to the 

capitalist-market mirror are already internalized in the child through the educational system: 
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“In the United States, profit-driven networks of state and local 

politicians, multi-national corporations, philanthropists and 

representatives from the technology industry have taken over large 

sectors of public education, inventing new structures of governance, 

creating new guidelines for teacher certification, designing and 

enforcing new forms of curriculum content, educational language, 

and pedagogical methods and approaches.”   

                                   (Sonu and Benson 2016: 233) 

When subjectivities constantly are required to respond to such external influence, force, or desire 

to construct and negotiate the self, the condition for consent is likewise constantly appearing. 

Hereby, the governing power of institutions ‘reaches into the very grain of individuals and inserts 

itself into everyday thoughts and action’ (Sonu and Benson 2016: 231) aligning subjectivity within a 

mutual constitution of its disciplinary environment that is linked to material and ideological 

objectives of political and economic life. Such influence, by external institutions, on the American 

student is also expressed in the Republican Platform:  

“[W]e encourage state legislatures to offer the Bible in a literature 

curriculum as an elective in America’s high schools. We urge school 

districts to make use of teaching talent in the business community, 

STEM fields, and the military, especially among our returning 

veterans.”                                                                                     (RP: 33)  

The influence of external institutions on educational life is further supplemented with an emphasis 

on classroom discipline and order (RP: 33, 34). Sonu and Benson argue, that the child, through 

disciplinary neoliberalizing processes, is constructed as a subject of the adult world on whom 

normative conceptions of childhood are placed upon rather than considering the child as co-existing 

in the world. This fundamental misrecognition contributes to a dehumanization of children in the 

American classroom (Sonu and Benson 2016: 232). Hence, the child comes to recognize itself ‘as a 

particular kind of being that is engaged in education exclusively as a means to entering the 

workforce’ (ibid: 236), which will result in the protection and maintenance of the prosperity of the 



Copenhagen Business School                             Master Thesis     Political Communication and Leadership 
Management Politics and Philosophy   May 2018                     Student: Christina Dahl Lund 

 

 
41 

nation.  According to this view, it is, thus, very early in a person’s life that the subjectivity of the 

hard-working American begins to be shaped through governing processes that covertly manifest the 

prosperity of the nation in individual consciousness (Sonu and Benson 2016: 236-240). Truth, thus, 

becomes linked with practices that connect short-term educational objectives to long-term political 

economic objectives aimed at neoliberal supremacy.  

 

Based on the previous paragraph, it can be contended, that neoliberal supremacy is sustained 

through veridical practices that conflates concepts such as freedom, individual prosperity, 

happiness, competition, hard work, and the prosperity of the nation into an identity of the American 

citizen that operates according to the veridiction that determine individual prosperity to be a 

product of self-discipline, enterprise, saving and investment by individuals (RP: 1).            

     

2.1.4  AMERICAN SUPERIORITY IN A NATIONALIST-PATRIOTIC PERSPECTIVE 

In several sections of the Republican Platform, international American leadership is emphasized as 

being of great importance for American identity (RP: 1, 33, 51). Related to international co-operation, 

it is asserted that there is no substitute for principled American leadership, and that the US must 

reserve the right to go its own way (RP a 51). Hence, the Republicans do not support international 

agreements such as the U.N. Convention on Women’s Rights, the Convention on the Rights of the 

Child, the U.N. Arms Trade Treaty and various other declarations (RP: 51). This presents a patriotic 

national identity for the American people, who are also often referred to as Americans in the 

Republican platform. O’Leary (in Uluorta 2007:68) describes how US governments, after 1888, applied 

systematic disciplinary mechanisms through nationalist-patriotic activities like flag raising and 

institutionalizing a daily pledge of allegiance through school curriculums. Such nationalist-patriotic 

practices have since become rituals proliferated throughout American society.  This corresponds to 

Agamben’s theory of the oath as an obligation towards justice and good faith. By referring to 

America as a world leader these forms of veridical practices gains legitimacy.  
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It can be asserted that the nationalist-patriotic mirror, along with the religious-moral mirror, 

functions as a disciplinary technique that supports the capitalist-market mirror. If the religious-

moral mirror constitutes the non-negotiable ontological truth for subjectivities reflecting 

themselves in the mirror, the nationalist-patriotic mirror unites these subjectivities into a common 

identity that devotes special attention to international principled American leadership- a leadership 

that first and foremost is sustained through national economic prosperity. This acknowledgement 

makes the formation of subject positions of the hard-working American possible – an important 

subject position that will satisfy the objectives of the capitalist-market mirror and secure national 

economic prosperity and military strength:  

“It [individual prosperity red.] is also the foundation for our nation’s 

global leadership, for it is the vigor of our economy which makes 

possible our military strength and our national security.” (RP: 1)  

 

In this quote, an external threatening world can be observed, one that presupposes national military 

strength. In the section ‘A dangerous world’ (RP 41), the RP quote President George Washington: ‘To 

be prepared for war is one of the most effectual means of preserving peace’ (ibid.), and further 

emphasize that both the Republican and Democratic parties through several generations have stood 

for peace through strength in the sense of American military superiority (RP 46). The Republican party 

affirms the tradition of world leadership, which, according to the platform, stands for enormous 

power, and wishes to lead the world into a new century of greater peace and prosperity, which the 

Republicans names another American Century (ibid.). In the face of an external dangerous world, 

alignment and commonsense about economic growth, that can generate prosperity and provide 

security through American military superiority, is achieved. Even though the characteristics of the 

nationalist-patriotic mirror can seem simple, it nevertheless expresses a sense of solidarity and 

common spirit in an otherwise individualistic and diverse population.   
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2.1.5  THE UNQUESTIONABLE TRUTH ABOUT THE REPUBLICAN HUMAN BEING 

It is quite clear that the Republican Platform 2016 both communicates and consolidates several 

unquestionable truths about the essence of the human being. What makes these truths 

unquestionable is the linkage between human-constituted means of governing, such as rights, and 

a divine supra-human natural truth constituted in religion. When these components are linked, 

legitimacy for the unquestionable truth is provided. This linkage is evident in the following 

statement in the Republican Platform: ‘In a free society, the primary role of government is to protect 

the God-given, inalienable rights of its citizens. These constitutional rights are not negotiable for any 

American’ (RP: 9). In this way, the role of government and the interior of the God-given rights become 

an unquestionable manifestation. On such foundation, legitimacy for proposals of government, or 

non-government, can occur. Furthermore, the religious aspect ascribes God-given natural rights to 

the American citizen, and hereby defines a natural human essence that cannot be defined by the 

person him- or herself. In this way material constructed things, such as weapons, become a natural 

inalienable right as the right of individuals to keep and bear arms is connected to the God-given 

rights of Americans to exercise self-defense (RP 12).  

The human being is primarily referred to as the hard-working American, the citizen, or the individual, 

who live in an environment, where the rule of law is the foundation of the US Republic (RP 10). The 

RP, furthermore states that there, at the heart of the American Experiment, lies the greatest political 

expression of human dignity, which is the self-evident truth that ‘all men are created equal, that 

they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, 

and the Pursuit of Happiness’. The Republicans furthermore assert that this truth ‘rejects the dark 

view of the individual as human capital – a possession for the creation of another’s wealth’ (RP: 33). 

In the former phrase, the term pursuit placed before the noun happiness is a relevant combination 

to note as it indicates that happiness is something yet to occur, yet to come. It isn’t formulated as a 

state of the individual to be obtained in the present, but rather as a notion for the individual to 

(constantly) thrive for and, perhaps, achieve in a future perspective.   

It can be argued that the three signifying mirrors constitute a fine-tuned (neoliberal) governmental 

technique that, along with the veridical regimes of practices, is necessary in order to secure the 
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subject processes necessary for upholding this governmental regime. The formation of the 

neoliberal self-discipline of the subject consists in a consent to these mirrors: 

‘[C]onsent cannot be delimited to a single context such as economics. 

Rather, consent is both constituted and re-constituted by the enveloping 

acceptance of the subject and subsequent sedimentation of an assortment 

of values, worldviews and morals that are supportive of established power 

relations. In short, hegemony does not describe singularity for the subject 

but syncretism; it is a historical process that radiates through the 

sedimentation of ‘commonsense’ understandings.’          (Uluorta 2007: 56)   

In the RP values, worldviews and morals are expressed through the notions of religion, economy 

and natural rights, which constitute the surrounding environment of the human being. If, somehow, 

the human being’s identification with these components is challenged, the consequences can be 

devastating to the political subjectivity of the individual that will become illegitimate and outcasted 

of society. Because of the constant pressure to conform to the manifested truth, the individual is to 

large extent coerced to conform to the belief systems that are provided by the external 

environment, and which are construed to fulfill macro-societal objectives. This, evidently, poses a 

threat to non-defined subjectivity and shapes the political ontology of human essence according to 

a governmental rationality that aligns biopolitics with overall societal and macroeconomic 

objectives.   

 

2.1.6  SUB-CONCLUSION:  
          MODERN PANOPTICISM AS A TECHNIQUE OF VERIDICTION  

In the RP’s observations of the human being, regimes of rationality occur that strongly emphasize 

divine inalienable rights, patriotism, and natural economic features as central components of the 

essence of the human being as an American citizen. In this regard, it can be contended that these 

components are discursively expressed into a field of assujettissement. The term assujettissement 

both connotes to subjection, in the sense of domination, as well as subjectivation, the making of the 
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subject (Dean & Zamora 2018:3), and the components of the essence of the human being, in an 

American Republican context, are strongly stated as a veridiction that the human being must mirror 

itself in, in order to obtain a legitimate identity in the American ‘real’ of the RP. This mirroring 

expresses a governmental technique in form of panopticism : In the American culture, discursively 

expressed in context to these components, the human being as an actor in ‘the real’ will know these 

components as an unquestionable ‘truth’; likewise this human being will observe her/himself and 

know that he/she is being observed in context to these cultural components. In this way, the power 

of panopticism as a technique of veridiction come into force.            

 

2.2  THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY PLATFORM   

The present Democratic Party Platform (DPP) (2016) constituted the political foundation for the 

Democratic Party during the American presidential election in fall 2016 with Hillary Clinton as the 

final Democratic candidate running for precedency. According to the party, the DPP expresses the 

ideas and beliefs that govern the party as a whole (About the DPP).   

Contrary to a Republican emphasis on individualism, the Democrats accentuate the strength of 

collectivism in the phrase ‘We are stronger together’ (DPP 2016: 1). This thought is reflected in the 

Democratic party’s stand towards macroeconomic issues:   

‘We need an economy that prioritizes long-term investment over 

short-term profit-seeking, rewards the common interest over self-

interest, and promotes innovation and entrepreneurship. ’      

                                (DPP 2016: 1) 

With reference to such economy, the party seeks to develop a national strategy, coordinated across 

all levels of government, that will direct increased federal resources to lift up impoverished 

communities and eradicate poverty (DPP 2016: 18). Even though the DPP clearly expresses social 

concerns and macroeconomic policies that consider these concerns, elements from the three 

signifying mirrors can, like in the Republican Platform, be observed, albeit in a nuanced way. These 
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observations will occur in the next five subsections that approach the topics of the mirrors from 

various perspectives.  

 

2.2.1  HUMAN POTENTIAL IN A RELEGIOUS PERSPECTIVE 

Like the RP, the DPP ascribes God-given value to the essence of the human being (DPP: 2,13). 

However, where the Republicans use the term (God-given) rights, the Democrats ascribe God-given 

potential to every child. In this difference of wording, the essence of the human being no longer 

becomes of a legal matter. Through such formulation the potential of all persons is constituted as a 

supra-human truth. This truth is used as veridiction in the political discussion of education, where 

Democrats seek to end a school-to-prison pipeline and instead build a cradle-to-college pipeline (DPP: 

2). In this context, the God-given potential discursively forms the human being in an educational 

matter, that will ensure the best-educated workforce in the world (DPP: 29-30). According to the DPP, 

this application creates a rationality aimed at eliminating class-difference and differences in 

intellectual capability as every person’s God-given potential can provide the foundation for a college 

degree for her or him. The religious aspect is furthermore used as veridiction to overcome barriers 

to opportunities and eliminate institutional systems of discrimination (DPP: 13). The political concern 

for educational equality in the American population can be linked to the formation of a world-class 

workforce that can ensure American growth, prosperity and supremacy. However, the Democratic 

Party puts an emphasis on sustainable economic growth (DPP 1), which makes the capitalist-market 

mirror reflect differently than it does in context of the RP. This economic perspective is elaborated 

in the following section.   

 

2.2.2  AN ECONOMY THAT WORKS FOR EVERYONE 

According to the DPP, Democrats believe in sustainable economic growth that will create good-

paying jobs, raise wages, and hence lead to increased economic fairness, which will reduce 

differences in socio-economic wealth (DPP: 1). In an international context, Democrats furthermore 
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want to protect and grow the global economy (DPP: 45) in based on the belief that ‘the world will be 

safer when there is greater prosperity’ (DPP: 43). While both the Democrats and the Republicans 

believe in economic growth and prosperity, the parties differ in the kinds of national economic 

growth policies they represent. Where Republicans emphasize economic growth policies that will 

ensure individual affluence, Democratic economic growth policies, influenced by the phrase ‘We are 

stronger together’, emphasize cooperation, unity, and empowerment through ‘an economy that 

works for everyone’ (DPP: 1-3).  Thus, Democrats assert that company profits should be shared with 

employees on top of wages and pay increase, and that more federal resources should be directed 

toward the people struggling most with unaffordable housing (DPP: 5). In this context, the DPP 

stresses that the U.S. depends on a thriving middle class to drive economic growth, but that this 

middle class is shrinking, and that social mobility is far lower than usually assumed (DPP: 9). The 

macroeconomic objectives of the Democratic Party are therefore ‘to create a financial system and 

an economy that works for all Americans, not just a handful of billionaires’ (DPP: 10). Therefore, 

revenue raised from fixing the corporate tax code should, according to the party, be used to a 

reinvestment in rebuilding America and to ensure economic growth that will lead to millions of 

good-paying jobs (DPP: 11).  

Despite the difference between Republican economic policies and Democratic economic policies, 

the Democrats still emphasize growth as their economic policy. Therefore, the human being is still 

shaped through a macroeconomic discourse even though this type of Democratic discourse also 

considers collective social concerns.  This indicates a biopolitical approach in the Democratic 

observations of the essence of the human being – an approach that emphasizes social concerns, but 

nevertheless seeks to attach human development to societal and macroeconomic objectives.  

2.2.3  LGBT RIGHTS AND CIVIL LIBERTIES 

Where the Republicans stress the traditional ‘nuclear’ family, based on the marriage between one 

man and one woman, as the foundation of a free society, Democrats emphasize the rights and 

liberties of LGBT people (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgendered people). These rights include 

the right to marriage, a sex discrimination law, and a comprehensive federal non-discrimination 

protection that guarantee equal rights for all LGBT Americans (DPP: 17). In contrast to the 
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Republicans’ more strict notion of family structure, the Democrats observe a much broader based 

concept of sociality that allows for multiple and diverse subject positions.  

2.2.4  AMERICAN SUPREMACY 

Democrats, like the Republicans, also emphasize the importance of American leadership and 

dynamism in the world economy (DPP: 12, 35). The Democratic Party believes that America must take 

a leading position in the world in order to grow US economy, protect US interests and values, and 

make the country safer and more prosperous: ‘We cannot walk away from our position of global 

leadership and allow other countries to make decisions about our lives, jobs, and safety’ (DPP: 35). In 

this context, the Democratic Party wants to promote global trade policies that support jobs in 

America, and the party, likewise, wants to promote broad-based economic growth across the world, 

of a kind, that pursues a global economic agenda promoting rising wages and investment in quality 

public services, workers’ rights, and environmental protections (DPP: 12, 43, 45).  

 

In the international arena, Democrats view global network of alliances as a source of tremendous 

strategic advantage (DPP: 35). Europe is regarded an indispensable partner and a cornerstone of 

global security, and the UN is referred to as an important amplifier of American strength and 

influence even though it, according to the party, needs reform and updating (DPP: 44).  Democrats, 

like the Republicans, want to keep US military the strongest in the world (DPP: 35). In this approach 

to international American supremacy, a nationalist-patriotic aspect, almost identical with the one 

of the RP, can be observed. The military is emphasized as a necessity for security of this international 

supremacy. However, the difference in this Democratic stand lies in the emphases on human 

concerns such as promotion of human rights (DPP: 44), rising wages, and investment in quality public 

service etc. Even though the resemblance according to the capitalist-market mirror is notable to 

that of the Republican capitalist-market mirror, this mirror allows for a broader subject identity that 

isn’t falsified as quickly as the one in the Republican mirror.  
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2.2.5  DEMOCRATIC DEVELOPMENT 

As analyzed in the previous sub-sections, the Democratic Party Platform and the Republican 

Platform bear resemblance in several political areas: They both have veridiction in religious God-

given values of the human being; likewise, both platforms express an emphasis on economic growth 

strategies, and view international economic, and military supremacy, as an imperative. Hence, all of 

the three signifying mirrors are also present in the DPP. Where the two platforms remarkably differ 

is in the area of social development: 

“We are committed to creating a society where children are safe and 

can thrive physically, emotionally, educationally, and spiritually. We 

recognize and support the importance of civil structures that are 

essential to creating this for every child.”                                  (DPP: 34)    

An example of such civil structures is the area of public health, where the DPP address health 

inequality as being of critical concern (ibid.). As health inequality is increasing in the U.S., Democrats 

urge increased investment and coordination in public health (ibid.), and, furthermore, stress that the 

American health care system should be a right, not a privilege, and put people before profits (DPP: 

31). This emphasis on health equality also involves mental health care (DPP: 33). According to the DPP, 

Democrats believe that the U.S. must have the best-educated workforce in the world (DPP:29). In this 

context, a strong public education system is stressed as: 

‘[a]n anchor of democracy, a propeller of the economy, and the 

vehicle through which we help all children achieve their dreams. 

Public education must engage students to be critical thinkers and 

civic participants while addressing the wellbeing of the whole child.’       

  (DPP 2016: 29)  

In this regard, the platform addresses inequality in the educational system, and emphasizes 

investment in early childhood programs in light of research showing that early learning to great 

extent can impact life-long success (DPP 2016: 29). Because of so called educational opportunity gaps, 

which reflect how students from low-income communities already when starting school are several 
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years behind their peers, Democrats advocate for labor and public assistance laws that ensure poor 

parents can spend time with their children (DPP 2016: 30). In contrast to the Republican emphasis on 

classroom discipline and order, Democrats oppose discipline policies that disproportionally affect 

minority groups (DPP 2016:30).   

In these examples from the DDP, the essence of the human being is observed within a 

developmental life course concern. The objective is the best educated workforce in the world. 

Despite social concerns, the capitalist-market mirror is still very present in this discursive field of 

possibility. In this context, it could be asserted, that a more covert objective is to optimize human 

capital. However, it is expressed, that the party have a more humane concern: 

‘[T]oo many Americans have been left out and left behind. They are 

working longer hours with less security. Wages have barely budged 

and the racial wealth gap remains wide, while the cost of everything 

from childcare to a college education has continued to rise. (..) As 

working people strugle, the top one percent accrues more wealth and 

more power. (..) It’s no wonder that so many fell that the system is 

rigged against them’.                 (DPP: 1) 

Democrats emphasize the importance of a balanced work- and- family life, possible without fear of 

punishment or penalty. The party also emphasizes that it aims to restore the basic bargain that build 

America’s middle class: ‘If you work hard and play by the rules, you can get ahead and stay ahead’ 

(DPP: 3), even though this bargain doesn’t explicitly consider a balanced work-and-family life. This 

consideration, however, is expressed in the DPP’s focus on the need for policies to balance work 

and family (ibid.). Moreover, the party urge investment in jobs and education in order to avoid 

increase in jails and incarceration and, furthermore, seeks to abolish the death penalty (DPP: 14, 15).  
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2.2.6  SUB-CONCLUSION: BIOPOLITICS RELATED TO NATIONAL POWER 

Through the phrase ‘We are stronger together’ and an emphasis on an economy that prioritizes 

long-term investment and rewards the common interest over self-interest, the DPP expresses 

regimes of rationality that consider the human being in a collective context. However, the party still 

adheres to the bargain that construed the life of the American middle class as a competitive game 

where one can get ahead and stay ahead if manifested rules are kept and respected by the hard-

working participants of the game. This competitive rationale is further projected into a macro-

societal perspective, in which the DPP aspires the best educated workforce in the world as well as 

growth of American economy. Related to the strong focus on human development, individual life 

course, and social psychology in the concern for mental health care, the human being is observed 

as having an internal developmental potential, which becomes connected to competition and long-

term objectives of a strong workforce.  Hence, it can be contended that the DPP observes the human 

being from a humanistic outset, but at the same time rationalizes this perspective in context to 

competitive macro-economic objectives, which can be observed as an optimization of human capital 

(Leibetseder 2018: 73). Besides this biopolitical veridiction in the area of physical as well as mental 

health, the DPP bears strong resemblance to the RP in context to panopticism as a practical 

technique of governmental rationality.  

 

2.3  THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) was proclaimed by the General Assembly of the 

United Nations on 10th December 1948. It consists of 30 articles that address the notion of human 

rights from multiple perspectives. The first article of the declaration consolidates the identity of the 

human being as an outset for the further articles in the declaration:  

‘All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They 

are endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards one 

another in a spirit of brotherhood.’                                     (UDHR: art. 1)  
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Reinhold (2011) explores the UDHR as an exemplar of political mythmaking, including the concept of 

inherent human dignity, and contends that the vision of dignity bears strong resemblance to the 

epistemology of the European Enlightenment. In this context, Morsink’s observation is quoted:  

“[e]ven a casual reader of the Universal Declaration will see that 

there is a similarity of language between this 1948 United Nations 

Document and the classical declarations of the eighteenth century. 

This similarity is especially strong toward the beginning of the 

document. The first recital of the 1948 Preamble speaks of “inherent 

dignity” and of “equal and inalienable rights,” both of which recall 

Enlightenment ways of thinking […] In fact, the first sentence of 

Article 1 of the Universal Declaration is a virtual rewrite of the first 

article of [the French Declaration of 1789].”  

                                (Morsink in Reinhold 2011: 165)  

Through a wording rooted in the epistemology of the European Enlightenment, thoughts on human 

dignity and inalienable rights provide the outset for the UDHR in which notions such as freedom, 

equality, dignity and rights are designated as innate features of the human being. Capacities of 

reason and consciousness are also embedded in the observations of human essence. Here, the 

unquestionable truth is, according to Reinbold, especially relates to the notion of dignity:  

“As an item presumed to transcend the machinations of political and 

social organizations, human dignity is rendered philosophically and 

practically ‘beyond questioning’ within the logic of the Declaration – 

a quality that Blumenberg identifies as exemplary of the overlap of 

religious and secular meaning-making within the modern west.’ 

                                      (Reinbold 2011: 156-157) 

On the foundation of the human being’s natural innate notions of freedom, dignity, and rights, the 

rest of the articles of the UDHR are then be formulated. This is, for example evident, in article three 
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which states that: ‘Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person’ (UDHR: art. 3); and 

article 18 that claims: ‘Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion (..)’ 

(UDHR: art 18). It is here observable how the concepts of freedom, liberty and rights merge into a 

conflation, which then is linked to various other notions of human identity such as dignity and free 

development of personality (UDHR: art. 22), honour and reputation (UDHR: art. 12), and the recognition 

as a person before the law (UDHR: art. 6). Through these articles, the human being is discursively 

observed within a social-psychological perspective, which recognizes the developmental factor of 

personality, as well as a from a legal aspect, which observes the human being according to the law.  

 

The ‘nature’ of social formation is also addressed in the UDHR. For example, in article 16.3, which 

declare the family as ‘the natural and fundamental group unit of society (..) entitled to protection by 

society and the State’ (UDHR: art. 16.3), as well as in article 16.1 regarding marriage: ‘Men and women 

of full age, without any limitation due to race, nationality or religion, have the right to marry and 

found a family’. However, this article doesn’t express whether two persons of the same sex bear 

this right to marriage, as, in contrast, is considered in the DPP. The universality of the UDHR emerges 

in article 28, which determines that ‘Everyone is entitled to a social and international order in which 

the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration can be fully realized’. Furthermore, article 29 

proclaims that ‘Everyone has duties to the community in which alone the free and full development 

of his personality is possible’. This latter article, will be elaborated in the following section.   

 

2.3.1  THE CRITICAL DETERMINATION OF THE NATURE OF THE HUMAN BEING 

The United Nations delegate Charles Malik, who was a student of the German philosopher Martin 

Heidegger, participated in the drafting process of the UDHR (Whyte, 2014, p. 301). He was especially 

occupied with the philosophical significance of the attempt to formulate a list of basic rights and 

concluded the following about the drafting process: ‘What is at stake here (..) is the determination 

of the nature of man’ (ibid.), a conclusion which, in itself, possesses tones of a social constructionist 

approach regarding the determination of human essence.  As the UDHR illustrates, the nature of 
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the human being was, also, explicated through a social-psychological perspective that emphasized 

the development of personality as well a legal aspect of the person before the Law. The social-

developmental perspective is quite clearly expressed in article 29 (UDHR: art. 29.1). Here it can be 

observed, how the human being is observed as having undefined duties to the community, in which 

alone his/her free and full development of personality is possible.   Hence, the nature of the human 

being in the UDHR doesn’t possess a fixed human essence because this essence is shaped both by 

developmental processes as well as legally construed conceptions of the right of the human being. 

In the latter notion, the human being becomes a legal personality characterized as a property 

independent of society (Whyte 2014: 303). This bears the risk of a neoliberal conception of human 

nature:  

“As this possessive individualism gives rise to a regime of “market-

friendly human rights”, which displaces concerns about equitable 

redistribution in favor of pro-market global governance, critical 

engagement with it becomes urgent.”                         (Whyte 2014: 304)  

In this context, Whyte argues, a historically specific set of economic and social relations is 

naturalized and treated as the very expression of the humanity of man and natural laws. The ‘natural 

man’ conceived in the drafting process to the UDHR, hence, becomes a masked interpretation of 

homo æconomicus – a conception of the human being that can be related to classical economics 

(Whyte 2014: 309).  By obscuring the economic governable subject through the notion of human nature 

and ‘natural man’, governing is made possible, and the legal personality of the human being 

becomes an unquestionable natural truth that cannot be argued against. In this way, the 

naturalization of the essence of the human being conceals characteristics that would otherwise be 

observed to be related to capitalism (Whyte 2014: 310). 

Malik (1949) also recognizes the effect of the outside-world on human identity and humanity. 

However, Malik doesn’t consider the articles declared in the UDHR as an obscuration of historical 

neoliberal processes but rather as a redemption of the human being from these:  
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“Under this external social and material pressure man is about to be 

completely lost.  What is needful therefore is to reaffirm for him his 

essential humanity […] It is this reaffirmation, if only he heeds it, that 

might still safe him from being dehumanized […] And therefore it is 

good that the Declaration has not lost sight of its main objective: to 

proclaim man’s irreducible humanity, to the end that he might yet 

recover his […] sense of dignity and reestablish his faith in himself.”      

                   (Malik 1949 in Reinbold 2011: 163). 

It can then be asserted that the concept of the ‘natural human being’ in the UDHR is faceted, and 

that observations of this ‘natural’ concept, likewise, varies. However, in the matter of this thesis and 

related to the human essence taxonomy, it is relevant to put an emphasis on the social-psychological 

observations, that clearly emerges in the UDHR, as well as the social constructionist observations of 

the human as Malik (1949) also notes: ‘We may say then that in the Universal Declaration universal 

man himself is defining himself’ (Reinbold 2011:165).  

 

2.3.4  SUB-CONCLUSION:  
           A SOCIAL CONSTRUCT OF NATURAL MAN  

It can be asserted that the UDHR constitutes a truth about the essence of the human being as one 

that refers to nature from which the human being is endowed with reason and consciousness. In this 

context, Whyte argues that the UDHR observes the human being as a ‘legal personality’ with 

inherent ‘market-friendly’ human rights as well as a ‘natural man’ that in his nature consists of  

economic rationality – an observation beneficial to international power structures of capitalism. 

Moreover, a developmental- and social-psychological perspective emerges in several of the 

Declaration’s articles. These fastens the human being to its community through the unquestionable 

truth that it is this community that enables the free and full development of human personality. In 

these observations, the advent of a discursive field of possibility arise - one that through an 

unquestionable truth about quasi-natural characteristics of the development of the human being’s 

personality – ascribe societal duties to the human being. This constitutes an example of a formation 
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of truth in the discursive field of possibility that, through its unquestionable power with veridiction 

in nature, create regimes of practices, in form of duties, in the ‘real’.      

 

2.4  THE EUROPEAN CONVENTION ON HUMAN RIGHTS 

The European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) is a convention for the protection of human 

rights and fundamental freedoms. It was acceded in Rome 1950, and is formulated on the basis of 

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (see 2.3) proclaimed by the General Assembly in 1948 

(ECHR: 5). The convention began in 1950 as an international treaty that mostly considered civil- and 

political rights and largely symbolized the liberal democratic identity of its ten founding members 

in the aftermath of the Second World War (Greer 2008: 680). In these matters, the ECHR refers to a 

thought collective with a common heritage of historical elements in which political traditions is 

emphasized as a strong common denominator for the foundation of the convention (ECHR: 5). 

However, the intend of the ECHR was faceted, and the design and content of the convention became 

a result of competing visions (Greer 2008:681). 

 
The intend of the ECHR was to promote four main goals: 1. to contribute to the ‘prevention of 

another war between Western European states’ (Greer 2008: 681); 2. to provide ‘a statement of 

common values contrasting sharply with Soviet-style communism’ (ibid.); 3. to reinforce a sense of 

common identity and purpose in the case of a real (cold) war (Greer 2008: 681); 4.  to ‘establish an early 

warning device by which a drift towards authoritarianism in any member state could be detected 

and dealt with by complaints to an independent trans-national judicial tribunal’ (ibid.).                              

From a mere number of ten countries belonging to the ECHR in 1950, the convention had undergone 

an expansion to forty-six by the end of the 1990’s (Greer 2008: 682). 

 

It is clearly observable that the ECHR was developed in the aftermath of the Second World War. The 

first five of the convention’s articles relate to issues very relevant in a postwar perspective: 

obligation to respect Human Rights (ECHR: art. 1), right to life (ECHR: art. 2), prohibition of slavery and 
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forced labour (ECHR: art. 4), and right to liberty and security (ECHR: art. 5). Moreover, the death penalty 

is abolished in the ECHR’s 6th protocol of 1983: First, a provision for this penalty was provided for 

states to include in national law in time of war, but this provision, too, was later abolished in the 

ECHR’s 13th protocol of 2002 with the argument that everyone’s right to life is a basic value in a 

democratic society (ECHR: 38, 52-52).           

 

2.4.1  MORALITY RELATED TO FREEDOM, RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS 

As well as in the UDHR, the employment of the term right(s) is prevalent throughout the ECHR. This 

fact, likewise, implies the human being as being of legal ‘nature’ as is also conveyed in the first article 

of the convention’s protocol of 1952: ‘Every natural or legal person is entitled to the peaceful 

enjoyment of his possessions’ (ECHR: 31).  Like the UDHR, the ECHR also considers: freedom of 

thought, conscience and religion (ECHR: art. 9), freedom of expression (ECHR: art. 10), and the right to 

marriage and family formation (ECHR: art. 12). Besides, equality between spouses is emphasized (ECHR: 

prot. No. 7, art. 5) like general prohibition of discrimination is manifested in article one of the 12th 

protocol of 2000, and the right to education is stressed (ECHR: prot. No. 7, art. 5).  

 

Nowlin (2002) problematizes the practices of the European Court of Human Rights (the Court) 

related to its interpretation of the notion of protecting morals. Certain interpretations have, in some 

cases, proved to provide the lawful foundation for some states to restrict particular rights and 

freedoms contained in the ECHR. Even though the Court on various occasions in its history has 

endeavored to elucidate the notion of protecting morals, and several times has recognized morals 

as a ‘non-uniform’ concept across member states, the debates about these issues have seldom 

sought to define the ‘nature’ of morality and/or immorality (Nowlin 2002: 264,267).  Nowlin, 

therefore, explores Mill’s analysis of ‘moral rights’, and asserts that the notion of morality must 

comprise critical morality, which in particular states that ‘the use of force to protect or preserve 

morality is defensible only where such coercion is applied to protect what Mill calls the moral rights 

of others’ (Nowlin 2002: 264). In this context, it is argued that Mill’s moral rights are widely 
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synonymous with constitutional and human rights (Nowlin 2002: 272, 276). Despite the Court’s 

statement that ‘it is not possible to find in the domestic law of the various Contracting states a 

uniform European conception of morals’ (Nowlin 2002: 279), Nowlin contends that the Court 

operates from the outset of two notions of morality:  

‘One construes the protection of morals as the ‘safeguarding’ of ‘the 

moral ethos or moral standards of a society as whole’, and evokes 

Devlin’s concern that the ‘common’ or ‘established morality’ of a 

society not be endangered internally or externally. The other is more 

specific and clearly resembles Mill’s restricted meaning or what this 

article calls the constitutional meaning. It says basically that one 

aspect of the protection of morals is the ‘protection of the rights and 

freedoms of others’, especially those individuals and groups of people 

who, owing to some state of immaturity, disability, or dependency, 

require ‘special’ protection.’                                           (Nowlin 2002: 279) 

 

In this evaluation of the European Court of Human Rights’ concept of morality, a socio-political 

construct of morality connected to constitutional and human rights is observed. In this approach, 

the human being is both observed as a legal person with rights and obligations as well as a subject, 

which has to internalize certain values in order to foster conditions of individual dignity, equal 

respect among citizens and personal autonomy (Nowlin 2002: 278). These are not innate characteristics 

in themselves.  

In the ECHR, the scenario of political liberalism clearly emerges. Locke’s notion of a natural right to 

life, liberty and property can be located in several dimensions of the convention. Like the UDHR, the 

convention also bears theological resemblance. These rights have had a profound influence on 

modern liberalism and can therefore be considered in this context.  Hence, the human being 

becomes a legal subject. Rights conceived as ‘natural’ become an object of governing as does the 

owner of the rights. In this perspective, the human being is very simply described and conceived as 

a singular entity to be shaped (Whyte, 2014).  
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2.4.2  SUB-CONCLUSION:  
           REGIMES OF PRACTICES AS A TECHNIQUE OF HUMAN FORMATION 
 

The ECHR observes the essence of the human being in terms of a constituted reality – a reality 

shaped in the aftermath of the second world war. The articles therefore refer to the human being 

as it is observed from an external point of view, and from a socio-cultural context that ascribes a 

social constructed essence to the human being, for example an essence with veridiction in morality. 

The power of the social construction of the essence of the human being here lies in the culture of 

the individual member state that can interpret the articles of the ECHR from an outset of its own 

social culture.      
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P A R T  3  -  D I S C U S S I O N 

 

The analysis of the present thesis has revolved around four national, as well as international political 

documents (see 1.6), that express governmental rationalities of the human being and its nature. Each 

document both resembles the others as well as differ from them. While the RP and the DDP address 

the human being with a strong emphasis on a divine nature, the UDHR emphasize the importance 

of social-psychological components of human essence as well. In contrast, the ECHR takes a strong 

social constructionist stand in its observations of the essence of the human being. Moreover, all of 

the documents are ambiguous in the way the human essentialist perspective is unfolded in the 

documents. This is for instance evident in the notion of natural rights, which implies that the 

individual is bestowed with these from birth, while other rights are related to human constructed 

law.  

 

For all documents matter, that the observations of the essence of the human being can be referred 

back to historical roots of political economy as a social rationalization of providential oikonomia – 

the economy as a divine and natural law governing populations. The following section will discuss 

how the essence of human nature, in this context becomes, a veridiction. The section will serve as 

a foundation for the following, which discusses how governmental rationalities of human essence 

function as veridiction for certain regimes of practices. Finally, the outlook of the discursive field of 

possibility, shaped by these regimes of rationality- and regimes of practices, is discussed.  

 

3.1  HUMAN NATURE AS VERIDICTION IN POLITICAL ECONOMY                                                                                                                            

Through the analysis, conducted in this thesis, three categories (see 1.5) of human essence have 

emerged from the empirical material. First, the Republican Platform (RP) and the Democratic Party 
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Platform (DPP), despite their political dissimilarities, remarkably resemble each other in context to 

the concept of the essence of the human being. Both platforms emphasize the nature of God-given 

inalienable rights of the human being, the importance of American identity – not least related to 

American international supremacy, and moral attributed to the concept of the American human 

being as a hard-working American. It can here be observed, how the political communicated 

ontology of human essence is merged with both positivistic and phenomenological essence: 

Positivistic in the sense that the nature of the human being is linked with the notion of natural rights, 

which, furthermore, becomes connected with a political formation of the human being that is 

tethered to macroeconomic objectives; and phenomenological with respect to the politically 

observation of the human being as a creature of God and, therefore, one bestowed with a divine 

interior, which cannot be questioned or negotiated. In accordance with this veridiction further 

rationalities are presented and legitimized, for instance the right of the human being to freedom 

and pursuit of happiness and prosperity perceived from the logic of an economic rationale. Because 

of these diverse components of the politically communicated observations of the essence of the 

human being, it can be contended that both the RP and the DPP can be situated in the rich human 

essence category of the methodological taxonomy (see 1.5).       

 

Second, in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, another category of human essence occurs. 

Like it can be observed in the two American platforms, the political ontology of human essence in 

the UDHR is also communicated in context to equal and inalienable rights, but, in contrast to the 

two former political texts, these rights are not divine. Instead, the human being is endowed with 

reason and consciousness from an unspecified source (UDHR: art. 1). As illustrated in the analysis, a 

social-psychological perspective clearly emerges in article 29.1. that fastens the free and full 

development of the human being’s personality to the community, which alone makes this 

development possible. Furthermore, this article states that everyone has duties to this community. 

Like the two American platforms, the UDHR also emphasize the role of the law (UDHR: art. 6-12) and 

the importance of honour and reputation (UDHR: art. 12), but it does not refer to these in the matter 

of religious veridiction. The declarations article 18 states the right of everyone to freedom of 

thought, conscience and religion including the right to change religion, which indicates a 
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constructivist approach to religion as there, according to the declaration - and contrasting both the 

Republican and Democratic platform - doesn’t exist one definite religion but rather many plausible 

strands that can be chosen in between in correspondence with the human being’s personal 

development. Furthermore, the declaration considers components of social structures such as 

education (UDHR: art. 26), work and trade unions (UDHR: art. 23), Government and public service (UDHR: 

art. 21), and social and international order (UDHR: art. 28). In some articles (art. 22, 26, 29), the rights, 

connected to these social components, are explicitly connected to the full development of (the 

human) personality. Hence, it can be asserted, that, even though the UDHR considers intrinsic 

characteristics of the human being, for instance conscience and personality, these concepts are not 

further defined or described to an extent that can place the politically communicated human 

essentialism into one of either rich positivistic essentialism or rich phenomenological essentialism. 

Instead the emphasis of the development of personality, related to the social environment of the 

human being, strongly observes the human being through a prism that can be identified with the 

category of moderate human essence as this category ascribes some degree of innate features to 

the human being, but at the same time stresses environmental and social-psychological influence 

on human essence. 

 

Third, it can be observed that the European Convention on Human Rights observes a whole third 

nuance of human essence in its observation of the human being. This text, in its political 

communication, reflects on the person in terms of rights in a sense that does not articulate the 

interior essence of the human being explicitly, but rather indicates this through the formulation of 

rights and the ethics imbedded in these, for example: right to life (ECHR, art. 2), right to liberty and 

security (ECHR, art.5), right to respect for private and family life (ECHR, art. 8), and the right to marry 

(ECHR, art. 12). In these examples, values and ethics are connected to life as a whole and the societal 

institutions of the high contracting parties. In this context Whyte argues: ‘For all its universality and 

capaciousness, the discourse of human rights implies, and produces, a prescriptive form of human 

subjectivity’ (Whyte 2000: 139). As described in the analysis, the human being in the ECHR is observed 

as a legal person with rights and obligations. This legal person shall internalize certain values in order 

to foster conditions of individual dignity, equal respect among citizens and personal autonomy 
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(Nowlin 2002: 278). From a strict discursively perspective, it is, as both Whyte and Nowlin argue, an 

observation of the human being as an object of construction that is being discursively constituted 

in the ECHR. This implies a human essentialism that is of a moderate character as the ECHR and 

none of its articles articulates either a rich positivistic nature of human essence or a rich 

phenomenological ascription of the human interior.  Hence, the ECHR can, like the UDHR, be 

situated in the category of moderate human essence, but this categorization reflects a much more 

social constructed observation of human essence in contrast to the social-psychological observed 

human essence in the UDHR.    

             

3.1.1  GOVERNANCE OF THE HUMAN BEING RELATED TO POWER  

As discussed in the previous section, the essence of the human being is unfolded and observed in a 

variety of ways in the political discourse of contemporary liberal ways of governing. However, one 

observation seems common for all of texts analyzed: the observation of the human being as an 

object of governance. This claim might seem peculiar if we, for example, observe the emphasis on 

freedom and liberty in all of the texts. Nevertheless, it can be asserted that contemporary liberal 

ways of governing presume an essence of the human being that needs to be governed according to 

societal objectives, albeit in very different ways. In the discursive fields of possibility, in all of the 

political texts, a formation of knowledge-power is observed that seeks to constitute the essence of 

the human being as assujettissement (see 2.1.6). Thus, every person, for example, has rights but also 

duties or obligations in relation to her/his social environment. Likewise, every person is perceived 

free to pursue happiness and prosperity but must infinitely govern and adjust his/her behavior to 

the rules of the (economic) game.  

 

This game takes place in political economy in the sense of a providential economy – or a divine 

economy as the liberal art of governing the world (Agamben 2011: 111, 282). The primary objectives of 

this social rationalization of providential economy are to maintain and increasingly expand the 

maximum level of prosperity and nation power. The governance and administration of human 
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conduct, thus, become the essence of contemporary governmental rationality projected to human 

bodies and minds. In this way, the notion of power presumes a governed human being, whose 

‘nature’ and essence is defined according to macro-societal (economic) objectives.  As infinite crises 

of both capitalism and liberalism unfolds (Foucault 2008: 69-70), for instance via competition between 

nations, the techniques of a governmental rationality, that considers the human being’s physical 

body, cognition, and intrinsic essence, become more importunate and pervasive. Through an 

observed human essence of innate self-interest – and to some extent latent fiendish – as in the case 

of homo æconomicus, the human being becomes an object of (self) governance in the economic 

game.  

 

Foucault (2008) describes how mercantilism assumes that the economic game, as a zero sum game, 

entails the belief that the wealth of a state must be at the expense of others (Foucault 2008: 53). The 

rules of this competitive game must constantly be governed, managed, restrained, changed, 

developed etc. in context to overall societal interests, such as growth of GDP.  Hence, in the 

objectives of liberal political power, the essence of the human being must be ascribed features that 

accord with the historical, and governmental, structures, machinery, and dispositif that ensure the 

maintenance and survival of this particular power structure, for instance in the entitlement of the 

human being as a ‘gamesman’ or a ‘survivor’ with the behavioral implications that come along with 

these identity forms (Dean, 2018). In the context of the liberal art of government, the human being 

must therefore be ascribed both divine goodness – but indeed also a dark and natural malevolence 

– that must be governed through natural laws and rights in order for liberalism to obtain societal 

economic and political objectives as well as a manifestation of power.  

 

3.1.2  SUB-CONCLUSION: THE POLITICAL ONTOLOGY OF HUMAN ESSENCE  
         -  A DISCIPLINED CATEGORY OF RICH HUMAN ESSENCE  

As discussed earlier in this main-section, the political ontology of human essence in contemporary 

liberal ways of governing can be characterized as belonging to the both positivistic, and 

phenomenological, rich human essence categories of the methodological taxonomy. However, and 
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this seems important to note, this human essentialism is shaped against the backdrop of a 

governmental rationality – or a governmentality (see 1.8.3) - that has the maintenance and further 

development of its powers as its most salient objective, whether those powers be centralized in a 

raison d’état (Foucault 2008: 52) or in economic sovereignty (Smith 1776: 227-228; Smith 1759: 276-277). In 

this way, these regimes of rationality, paradoxically, is willing to retain the human being from this 

exact rich human essentialism in order to achieve its prior objective, meaning that the knowledge-

power connected to human essence can be turned against the human being: If there is a need for 

disciplining the conduct of the human being, so as to make it fit to the machinery of the liberal art 

of government, and its structures of power, this factor will legitimize an increasing restraint on 

individual, as well as collective freedom, e.g. in form of techniques of panoptic surveillance.  

 

3.2  REGIMES OF PRACTICES IN THE POLITICAL ONTOLOGY OF  
       HUMAN ESSENCE       

In the following, I consider three components of regimes of practices, exiting in the medium of 

thought, in the sense of a non-subjective technical and practical domain (Dean 1998: 187), entailed by 

the regimes of truth and veridiction discussed in the previous section. The three components are 

natural rights; macro-economic rationality, and religion as veridiction in regimes of practices. 

 

3.2.1  NATURAL RIGHTS AS A COMPONENT OF HUMAN NATURE  
          IN THE LIBERAL ART OF GOVERNMENT 

In all of the four analyzed political documents, natural rights are manifested as veridiction related 

to regimes of practices, which are again related to regimes of rationality. In An Essay Concerning 

Human Understanding (1689/ 1997), Locke, who has had great influence on modern liberalism, 

distinguish between three laws that men generally refer their actions to:  Divine Law that constitute 

the measure of sin and duty; Civil Law that measures crimes and innocence and was made by the 

force of the commonwealth, which engaged to protect the lives, liberties and possessions of those 

who live according to its laws; and the law of opinion or reputation – a philosophical law measuring 
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virtue and vice (Locke 1997: 317). The two latter laws relate to the first divine law, and men should 

judge their own conduct according to all three laws. 

 

 Related to the advent of liberalism as an art of government in the 18th century, Foucault states: 

‘What characterizes this new art of government (..) would be much more a naturalism than 

liberalism’ (Foucault 2008: 61).  In this context, the human being consent to the laws of nature (civil 

law, international law, and cosmopolitan law) by taking up a precept of nature as obligations (ibid.). 

In this way the human being is not definitely conceptualized as being free as such, because the 

governmental structure of liberalism must produce freedom through the establishment of 

limitations, controls, forms of coercion, and obligations (ibid.). Hence, an immense machinery of 

legislation and governmental interventions is established in order to guarantee production of 

freedom needed in order to govern (Foucault 2008: 64-65). 

Through these theoretical observations, it is observable how naturalism has become a veridiction 

for juridical regimes of practices in the analyzed political documents, which is of great importance 

in contemporary liberal ways of governing. 

 

3.2.2  ECONOMIC LIBERALISM  

The four political texts, divided into two categories of human essence in the methodological 

taxonomy, are all influenced by macro-economic institutions as a regime of practices in the medium 

of thought, in the sense of a non-subjective technical and practical domain. In the following, the 

historical evolution for this regime of practices is observed.  

The Physiocracy as a movement developed by a group of French Economists in the 18th century 

Enlightenment, represented the first theory of political economics (Foucault 2008: 14). The Greek origin 

of the name physiocracy means ‘the government of nature’, and the movement preceded the first 

modern school of classical economics, which began with Adam Smith’s ‘The Wealth of Nations’ 

(1776). Classical political economics – also known as liberal economics – constitutes a theory of 
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market economies as (largely) self-regulating systems governed by natural laws of production and 

exchange. In this system, the individual’s self-interest will naturally, and guided by an invisible hand,  

contribute to macro-societal economic objectives:   

‘[e]very individual necessarily labours to render the annual revenue 

of the society as great as he can. He generally, indeed, neither intends 

to promote the public interest, nor knows how much he is promoting 

it. By preferring the support of domestic to that of foreign industry, 

he intends only his own security; and by directing that industry in such 

a manner as its  produce may be of the greatest value, he intends 

only his own gain; and he is in this, as in many other cases, led by an 

invisible hand to promote an end which was no part of his intention’

        (Smith 1776/ 2007: 293) 

By making a reference to the religious notion of the invisible hand, Smith in this instance makes a 

coupling between political economics and theology. The individual is, unknowingly, lead, or 

governed, by a divine force in order to promote an end of macroeconomic objectives.  

 

Liberalism had, from its very outset in the 18th century, its core of veridiction in the market and its 

jurisdiction in utility (Foucault 2008: 53). At this moment, nature becomes a conception for perpetual 

peace, as it is assumed that it is the ‘natural’ processes of the free market that will entail this peace. 

In this sense relations of production and exchange become natural arrangements as ‘Nature 

intended the entire world (..) to be given over to the economic activity of production and exchange’ 

(Foucault 2008: 57). As perpetual peace is guaranteed by nature in the free market, it is, according to 

this line of thought, also manifested in the population of the entire world. Perpetual peace, in this 

way becomes linked to commercial globalization, as it is nature that guarantee the good regulation 

of the market. The first political economy was constructed by the physiocrats, and in their economic 

analysis they concluded that political power must be a power without any external limitations and 

external counterbalance -  this political economic concept was also called despotism (Foucault 2008: 

14). 
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On the basis of this theoretical backdrop, it is observable how the economic science of the 

physiocrats is projected into the contemporary discursive field of possibility in liberal ways of 

governing. In this field, the essence of the human being is shaped in accordance with this historical 

merging between nature and economics.     

 

3.2.3  RELEGION RELATED TO ECONOMIC PRACTICES 

It is observable, how prominent components of contemporary political liberalism, for instance 

juridical rights, are rooted in a composition of natural, as well as divine laws, dating back to the 

eighteenth century, which ascribe rights and duties to the individual in accordance with both 

natural, and divine, veridiction based on the truth that forms man as a creature of God (Locke 

1689/1997: 317). Through this perspective, God has given rules whereby men should govern 

themselves, and whereby they should be either punished or rewarded according to their abilities to 

obtain a moral good (duties) or failure to do so via evil (sins) (ibid.). Through this divine and 

unquestionable truth, a potential malevolence is ascribed to the nature of the human being. The 

individual person’s conduct must therefore constantly be measured according to the natural laws 

in order to prevent the occurrence of sin and evil.  From this perspective, the human being in 

contemporary liberal ways of governing is both ascribed subjectivity and assessed in its behavior. 

However, in order to extract the predicted effect of theology, in a governmental perspective, the 

individual human being must first be ascribed a divine and God-given interior. The theological 

connection between God, as the creator of the human being, and the divine essence of the human 

being becomes a veridiction of governance: 

‘The idea of that divine Being, whose benevolence and wisdom have, from 

all eternity, contrived and conducted the immense machine of the universe, 

so as at all times to produce the greatest possible quantity of happiness, is 

certainly of all the objects of human contemplation by far the most sublime’  

                        (Smith 1759/1982: 236) 
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In order for the human being to identify with a position in every-day life, that accords with this 

religious perspective, life itself must first become imbued with a set of religious practices such as 

the oath (Agamben 2009), that places the human being into a subject position in economic regimes of 

rationality- and veridiction. In both the RP and the DPP such discursively regimes of practices occur 

as veridiction for regimes of rationality. Smith provides an example of a religious belief system that, 

when linked to a military regime of practices, constitutes a powerful technique to govern individuals 

in context to the maintenance of international supremacy:  

‘Nor does this magnanimous resignation to the will of the great 

Director of the universe, seem in any respect beyond the reach of 

human nature. Good soldiers, who both love and trust their general, 

frequently march with more gaiety and alacrity to the forlorn station, 

from which they never expect to return, than they would to one 

where there were neither difficulty nor danger (..) They cheerfully 

sacrifice their own little systems to the prosperity of a greater system 

(..) No conductor of an army can deserve more unlimited trust, more 

ardent and zealous affection, than the great Conductor of the 

universe’                   (Smith 1759/1982: 236) 

This quote illustrates how individual (religious) belief systems becomes tethered to macro-societal 

objectives of international sovereignty.  

 

3.2.4  SUB-CONCLUSION: THE PARADOX OF LIBERAL WAYS OF GOVERNING  

The paradox of liberal ways of governing is embedded in the characteristic governmentality (see 

1.8.3) of liberalism – namely the governmentality that liberalism, in order to govern, must produce 

and organize freedom, even though this very act presupposes an immense establishment of 

governing techniques and controls over populations (Foucault 2008: 64): 
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“So, freedom in the regime of liberalism is not a given, it is not a 

ready-made region which has to be respected, or if it is, it is so only 

partially, regionally, in this or that case, etcetera.”   (Foucault 2008: 65) 

Hence, it is observable that the truth of thought in contemporary liberal ways of governing, however 

peculiar it might seem, observes and constructs the human being within a discursive field of 

possibility that makes freedom possible, but yet produces this freedom within the boundaries of 

government. Freedom then becomes a concept coined as a phenomenon that should be thrived for 

but, nevertheless, cannot be an absolute freedom freed from the regimes of practices opposed by 

a liberal governmentality. 

Thus, the paradox of liberal ways of governing is that freedom, and the free society, becomes an 

ambiguous concept, because the liberal art of government risks producing exactly the opposite of 

freedom (Foucault 2008: 68-69). In the regimes of practices produced by these regimes of rationality, 

the human being is rendered and object for the formation of a human essence that mirrors a triad 

of economics, religion and natural law, entailed in political economy, as a social realization of 

providential oikonomia. The essence of the human being in this context is, thus, ascribed a high level 

of both rich positivistic, and phenomenological, essence with reference to natural rights and 

obligations, as well as to the divine and inalienable rights of the human being. As is well elaborated 

in this thesis, this form of political ontology of human essence is then used to form the human being 

in accordance with the immense dispositive (see 1.8.4) of both national and international governance 

with everything that this entails of disciplining mechanisms, procedures of control, coercion, 

surveillance, priming, nudging, social control, manipulation, and measurement systems.   
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3.3  THE DISCURSIVE FIELD OF POSSIBILITY IN LIBERAL  
       WAYS OF GOVERNING                                  

The discussion has, so far, revolved around the regimes of rationalities, regimes of practices, and 

mechanisms of power, which have been discussed on the basis of the findings in the analysis. We 

now move to the discussion of the discursive field of possibility – the last component of the 

Foucauldian inspired discourse analysis (see 1.4.2).  

 

3.3.1  A CONDITIONED RICH HUMAN ESSENCE DISPOSITIVE  

The analysis of the present thesis has observed techniques of governance, such as panopticism 

(constituted as regimes of practices in the three signifying mirrors), biopolitics, and a naturalization 

of both legal rights as well as economic structures and the assujettissement entailed by these. The 

common denominator of all of these components of liberal ways of governing is the observation of 

the essence of the human being as an object of governance. Bearing this in mind, it seems relevant 

to consider a dispositive of contemporary liberal ways of governing that, reasonably, can be named 

the conditioned rich human essence dispositive (see 1.9.7). It is a human essence dispositive that 

ascribe rich essence to the human being as long as the person accords with the rules of the 

(economic) game, consent to these through regimes of practices and assumes an adequate subject 

position in the discursive constructed field of possibility (see 1.4.2) of the dispositive. If the human 

being responds negatively within these frames of freedom, it is judged via the rules of the 

providential oikonomia such as the divine law, the civil law and the law of opinion or reputation 

conceptualized by Locke, from where it can be punished or acquitted.  

 

This dispositive ascribes a richness to the human being that should be governmentally cared for as 

long as the individual adapt to the machinery of the dispositive. For instance, and related to the 
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capitalist-market mirror, the human being becomes an actor that should accumulate growth 

through an infinite activity of economic value production that can expand national wealth. 

Therefore, optimization of the workforce, in form of biopolitical concerns (e.g. health and agility of 

the physical body, education, ability to communicate and navigate in the social environment etc.) is 

emphasized. In order for the individual to become legitimate, (s)he therefore must be constantly 

active and oriented towards the surrounding environment – both the near and the superior. In these 

circumstances the essence of the human being is observed by the governmental gaze as rich. If the 

person does not succeed, in contrast, he/ or she becomes a falsity. So, what does this conditioned 

rich human essence dispositive imply in the discursive field of possibility? This will be elaborated in 

the following sub-sections.   

 

3.3.2  THE ETHOS OF THE EXTERNALIZED  

With national GDP as the modern divine symbol for divine appraisal, the human being of the 

conditioned rich human essence dispositive must – both through body and mind - infinitely shape 

itself through material artifacts and accumulation of wealth. The risk of this social formation lies in 

the disregard and illegitimacy of a phenomenal consciousness (see 1.9.3) that experience an existence 

of life beyond fixed economic rationality and pre-defined societal structures. Meaning can become 

lost in the nexus between the inflation of the externalized in the ‘real’ and the erosion of intrinsic 

coherence of phenomenological intersubjectivity (see 1.9.4) in the ‘imaginary’.  

 

 As a result, the human being can find itself submitted to a fatal distortion between societal 

demands of individual externalized conduct and intrinsic needs for autonomous creation of meaning 

and coherence (Giddens 1991). When the human being, through a political ontology of human 

essence, that ascribe natural self-interest to the individual, is shaped in a societal machinery that 

assumes this essentialism, the individual is coerced to undertake ‘natural’ functions such as 

opportunistic cognition, competitive behavior, and even calculative means for harming other 

people. The human being must constantly be self-conscious, self-reflective in order to be self-
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responsible. These features become the characteristics of the essence of a human being that cannot 

rely on its surrounding environment but must instead constantly consider itself in context to the 

(ever-changing) governing ‘nature’ of this environment (Dean 2018). For some groups of people, these 

governmental structures can amount to pressures that render the human being in a state of 

constant ‘natural’ survival. 

 

3.3.3  TEMPORAL-SPACE AS A CO-CREATOR OF PHENOMENOLOGICAL  
          INTERSUBJECTIVITY 

In the conditioned rich human essence dispositive, phenomenological intersubjectivity is defined by 

the arranged temporal-space of the three signifying mirrors: It is fragmented in time as each 

individual of society has its own network different from one another, that it must attend to in 

temporal-space as well as in social cognition. This, for instance, is evident in the phenomenological 

intersubjectivity of the modern family that is subjugated certain temporal- and spacial structures 

(see 1.9.4) . In this way, the ordering of temporal-space becomes a prevalent and dominating techne 

in the every-day life of individuals. In this way, sociality is pre-designed by societal macro-economic 

structures.  

3.3.4  THE CLAIM OF CONSCIOUSNESS – TRUTH VERSUS PHENOMENOLOGY   

As described in section 1.9.3, consciousness is the locus of the human being’s percept of the world. 

In this matter, it is relevant to ask: Which kind of consciousness (access or phenomenal) does the 

conditioned rich human essence dispositive imply? This is an important question to discuss. When 

considering the phenomenological richness of the human essence dispositive of contemporary 

liberal ways of governing, the immediate thought when observing the observations of the liberal 

governmentality, is that the phenomenological richness implies for the individual to have a sense of 

spirituality in its religious aspect of consciousness (related to the RP and the DPP). This indicates 

that the human being in the dispositive is ascribed a phenomenal consciousness that allows for a 

meta-physical conception of the human interior. However, it is the exact components of the liberal 

governmentality that, at the same time as it ascribes this phenomenal consciousness to the human 
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being, seeks to limit it into a narrow form that operates in accordance with governmental objectives. 

This would be a mode of access consciousness (see 1.9.3).  

 

3.3.5  FUTURE PERSPECTIVES 

Throughout the present thesis a thorough investigation of the political ontology of human essence 

has taken place. It has dealt with the unquestionable truth about human essence in contemporary 

liberal ways of governing, and it has done so by observing the observer’s (the sources of the political 

communicated texts) observations. The historical roots for these observations have, likewise, been 

considered: The advent of political economy and the regimes of rationality, as well as regimes of 

practices implied by this phenomenon; and the epistemology and governing techniques arising from 

this governmentality through knowledge-power. Through an analysis and discussion of these 

observations, the political ontology of human essence in contemporary liberal ways of governing 

has been depicted through a conditioned rich human essentialist dispositive – an analytical act, 

necessary to objectify the marked discursive field (see 1.9.6 – 1.9.7) which contemporary social science 

is itself a part of and, therefore, becomes a subject to scientific blind spots in this field.  

What is implied by the adjective conditioned is, that the essence of the human being is regarded 

rich as long as the person can reflect itself in the panoptic mirrors, surrounding it in society.  If the 

human being fails to do so, it merely stays a non-subject. In this way, social ‘dysfunctionality’ 

becomes a naturalism in itself, something that has always been and therefore always will be, hereby 

rendering it a ‘natural’ component of human essence – a component which the human being must 

struggle with on its own, or in groups of minorities in order to obtain identity. Hence, the exercise 

of power, discipline and immense regimes of governing techniques, hereby, become accepted as 

endemic to the concept of the human beings and the contemporary social in liberal ways of 

governing. 

In this context, one more analytical act is relevant to conduct in order to obtain an objectification 

of the field of social science and construct an observing gaze that can spot biased blind spots in the 

visual field of the researcher. This will be an analytical means corresponding to Foucault’s use of 
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fiction as a way to force a new orientation upon contemporary discursive rules. It is a constructed 

objectified, as well as objectifying, gaze, that doesn’t consist of ‘social marked’ (see 1.9.6 -1.9.7) 

components from the observed dispositive itself. If it did exist of such, these components would 

exist as scientific blind spots. In this respect, a contrasting ‘fictive’ dispositive will enable an 

objectification of the field of social science. As an unmarked (see 1.9.6) analytical construct, this 

‘fictive’ dispositive can question the unquestionable truth in the existing dispositive of the ‘real’:  

the construct of temporal-space; which categories of human essence that prevails in it; the 

implications of such categories on access vs. phenomenal consciousness, phenomenological 

intersubjectivity etc.  In this sense, it can objectively question the concepts of human essence, 

occurring in the discursive field of possibility, and observe to which level phenomenological 

consciousness- and intersubjectivity is either unfolded or enclosed. 

 

 

 

 
 

4.2  CONCLUSION 

GOVERNED HUMAN ESSENCE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

                              

Marked social formation 

The Conditioned Rich Human Essence Dispositive 

Un-marked social formation 

          A Fictive Dispositive 

Figure 4.1: Marked vs. un-marked social formation    
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As an illustrative example of a ‘fictive’ dispositive, the figure of the Foucauldian inspired discourse 

analysis can be used (see figure 4.1). The figure consists of ‘social marked’ components that constitutes 

the conditioned rich human essence dispositive. If we take the same figure, consisting of the same 

components, but assume that these aren’t marked by a specific social formation, we get a figure 

with ‘social un-marked’ components. The circles around both of the figures illustrate each 

dispositive. By viewing the difference between marked and un-marked social formation it is possible 

to observe and, hence, question the unquestionable, every-day behavior in the researcher’s own 

observed dispositive. Such approach can objectify the field of science and allow for a higher level of 

freedom from those censor instances and coercive mechanisms that pervade the field of social 

science and all human activity (Bourdieu 2005: 144), as described in section 1.3.1. 

 

3.3.6  SUB-CONCLUSION: THE REAL’S INTRUSION INTO THE IMAGINARY  

The discussed implications of the conditioned rich human essence dispositive, which are produced 

in the discursive field of possibility, are, of course, non-exhaustive examples. Myriads of other 

examples could be given and discussed. The intention of applying these examples, can be explained 

using a poststructuralist language: In these examples the ‘real’, because of established power 

structures, becomes an intrusion in the ‘imaginary’, which has to adjust its ‘symbolic’ externalities 

so that they are fitted to the ‘real’. For instance, the rules of the economic game (the ‘real’), in this 

case, shapes the boundaries of phenomenal consciousness and intersubjectivity (the ‘imaginary’) 

via technologies of power (the ‘symbolic’) such as panopticism, disciplinary mechanisms, biopolitics, 

law, economic rational behavior etc.  The discursive field of possibility, in this way, becomes 

consolidated by societal power structures that fixates the essence of the human being into a matter 

of pre-defined concepts, for instance homo æconomicus or the human entrepreneur. In a future 

perspective, the ‘fictive’ dispositive can be used as an analytical means to observe an existing 

dispositive in a manner that decreases scientific biases.    
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PART 4 – CRITICAL REFLECTIONS AND CONCLUSION 

 

4.1 CRITICAL REFLECTIONS 

 

The essence of the human being is an ambitious field to explore. With myriads of conceptions of the 

‘nature’ of the human being, varying from characteristics of complete non-essence to categories of 

fully rich phenomenological essence, the many nuances of human essence, and the various regimes 

of rationalities that provide a foundation for all of these, have been far from exhaustively covered 

in this thesis. Likewise, another composition of analytical strategy, and a different choice of 

theorists, could possibly accentuate other perspectives relevant to consider in the analysis of the 

political ontology of human essence. However, the poststructural analytical strategy, including the 

Foucauldian inspired discourse analysis, have, along with the methodological taxonomy of human 

essence, proved very beneficial to this ambitious task. It is these analytical tools that have made it 

possible to grasp the task in order to come closer to an understanding of the political ontology of 

human essence in contemporary liberal ways of governing. 

 

4.2  CONCLUSION   

 

4.2.1  AN EFFICIENT ANALYTICAL STRATEGY 

An investigation of the political ontology of human essence in liberal ways of governing has been 

conducted. This has happened on the foundation of a poststructural analytical strategy, including a 

Foucauldian inspired discourse analysis, that has enabled second-order observations of the 

observations on human essence in four national, as well as international, political texts: the two 
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American political party platforms of the Republican Party and Democratic Party respectively; the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights; and the European Convention on Human Rights.  

Throughout the analysis and discussion of the thesis, these observations of human essence has been 

assessed in the prism of a three-folded methodological taxonomy distinguishing three categories of 

human essence: Non-essence; moderate human essence; and rich human essence. The latter 

category is further divided into two categories: rich positivistic human essence; and rich 

phenomenological human essence. Michel Foucault has both provided the theoretical, as well as the 

analytical, cornerstones applied as an overall structure throughout the thesis, as his work 

constitutes a strong observing gaze that aligns with the analytical strategic requirements of 

poststructuralism. Through this analytical strategic approach, it has been possible to grasp the 

ambitious task of observing, analyzing, and determining the political ontology of human essence in 

contemporary liberal ways of governing.  

 

4.2.2  THREE NUANCES OF HUMAN ESSENCE IN CONTEMPORARY LIBERAL 
          WAYS OF GOVERNING 

In the RP’s observations of the human being, a governmental rationality occurs that strongly 

emphasizes divine inalienable rights, patriotism, and ‘natural’ economic features as central 

components of the essence of the human being as an American citizen. According to Uluorta, three 

signifying mirrors (the capitalist-market mirror, the religious-moral mirror, and the nationalist-

patriotic mirror) constitute techniques of power that shape the subject into an identity formation 

fitted for the maintenance of macro-societal power structures and international American 

supremacy. The mirrors function as the symbol of an unquestionable truth that the human being 

has to mirror itself in, in order to gain subjectivity – the mirrors are perfect, the viewer is not. The 

governing technique of these mirrors correspond to that of panopticism, where the human being, 

when knowing it is observed, will adjust its behavior in accordance with the requirements settled 

by the observer. The RP observes the essence of the human being from a rich human essence 

perspective as there both is a rich phenomenological nuance, in context to the divine interior 

ascribed to the human being, as well as a rich positivistic ascription with regards to natural rights. 
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However, it should be noted that this ascription of a rich human essence is conditioned in context 

to the human being’s ability to fit into the signifying mirrors requirements of the identity of the 

human being. If the human being fails to do so, he/she is falsified in the given political ontology of 

human essence.   

 

In the DPP, the Democratic Party stresses the phrase ‘We are stronger together’ and, furthermore, 

emphasizes an economy that prioritizes long-term investment and rewards the common interest 

over self-interest, for instance through a strong focus on human development, individual life course, 

and physical, as well as mental, health. This expresses a governmentality that considers the human 

being in a collective context. However, the DPP bears remarkable resemblance to the RP in context 

to the emphasis on macro-societal components such as those of religion, economic growth, and 

patriotism, in the sense of American supremacy. Furthermore, the Democratic party seeks to 

reconstitute the bargain, that construed the life of the American middle class as a competitive 

game, where one can get ahead and stay ahead if manifested rules are kept and respected by the 

participants of the game. Hence, the DPP, besides adhering to the same regimes of rationality 

expressed in the RP that constitute the three signifying mirrors, expresses a strong biopolitical 

concern that can be linked to the overall concern for macroeconomic objectives. This means that 

the DPP, like the RP, ascribe rich positivistic, as well as phenomenological, essence to the human 

being on the condition that the human being will consent to the contents of the three signifying 

mirrors.   

 

The UDHR expresses an emphasis on a developmental- and social-psychological perspective, which 

emerges in several of the Declaration’s articles. In these articles, the intrinsic essence of the human 

being is fastened to the external community through the observations, and unquestionable truth, 

that it is this community that enables the free and full development of human personality. Through 

quasi-natural characteristics of the development of the human being’s personality, the human being 

is ascribed societal duties. According to the UDHR, the human being is endowed with reason and 

consciousness. Furthermore, Whyte argues that the UDHR observes the human being as a ‘legal 
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personality’ with inherent ‘market-friendly’ human rights - an observation beneficial to 

international power structures of the capitalist market. Because of the social-psychological aspect, 

as well as the more social constructionist- perspective, found in the analysis of the UDHR, these 

observations of the concept of the human being can be designated as being of moderate human 

essence in the methodological taxonomy.   

 

The ECHR observes the essence of the human being from a high degree of social constructivism, still 

emphasizing moral and dignity as components of human essence. The ECHR does not appear as 

elaborating of the intrinsic feature of human essence as the UDHR does. This means, that the social 

constructionist aspect of the ECHR renders discursive power to the individual European member 

state to interpret the question of human essence according to the culture inhabited in the individual 

member state that.      

 

4.2.3  REGIMES OF RATIONALITY  

It can be contended, that political economy, related to economic liberalism and political liberalism 

(see section 1.7.1) plays a major role in the regimes of rationality that function as veridiction for the 

ascription of essence to the human being in contemporary liberal ways of governing. Moreover, and 

especially observed in the two American platforms of the RP and the DPP respectively, religion is 

accentuated as a divine factor that constitutes a part of human essence.  For all of the texts matter, 

that the rights of the individual become related to naturalism, which means that the individual is 

bestowed natural inalienable rights. All together, it can be observed that these factors constitute a 

veridiction for governmental regimes of practices that link concepts of human essence to 

(economic) macro-societal objectives in the discursive field of possibility.        

4.2.4  REGIMES OF PRACTICES AND TECHNIQUES OF POWER 

Both the analysis and the discussion of the present thesis observe Panopticism as a major technique 

of power in the regimes of practices in liberal ways of governing. Through a conceptualization of 
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human essence that defines the human being in terms of natural rights, divine interior, natural 

economic behavior and patriotism, sociality and identity of the human being in contemporary liberal 

ways of governing are to large extent pre-defined from birth in form of large macro-economic- and 

cultural power-structures at play in these regimes of practices. Subject positions tightened to these 

macro-economic structures, and the way of life that follows from these, can be difficult to redefine 

(Dean 2018). Furthermore, and especially relevant for the DPP, biopolitics can be observed as a form 

of politics unfolded, in the discursive field of possibility, in order to obtain overall macro-societal 

objectives. Together with panopticism, biopolitics constitutes a strong means for governance in 

contemporary liberal democratic societies. 

     

4.2.5  THE DISCURSIVE FIELD OF POSSIBILITY 

Through political communication, and policies that discursively, as well as non-discursively, shape 

the field of possibility for the human being and define its essence, this field turns into one that 

ascribes assujettissement to the human being, in the sense that both connotes to subjection, in the 

terms of domination, as well as subjectivation, the making of the subject. In this way, the discursive 

field of possibility becomes structured, regulated, and pre-defined in terms of law, economic 

structures, social and religious structures etc. In the discursive field of possibility, the essence of the 

human being is defined in context to the environment. It is this field that, along with the regimes of 

rationality, regimes of practices, and power structures, discursively shapes, defines, and constitutes 

the conditioned rich human essence dispositive in contemporary societies. The term conditioned 

stresses that the dispositive is of a rich human essence character as long as the structures and rules 

of the ‘game’ for this dispositive are kept. This means that the human being must constantly thrive 

to identify with its existence in the dynamic discursive field of possibility, which defines its essence. 

If it fails to do so, it loses this ascribed essence and is left in solitude without an identity that matches 

the constituted structures of society.   
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4.2.6  GOVERNED HUMAN ESSENCE AS AN UNFOLDED CONCEPT OF THE  
          HUMAN BEING 

Concepts of the human being are unfolded in multiple strands of thought in contemporary liberal 

ways of governing. While some discursive fields form human essence in a both rich positivistic, as 

well as rich phenomenological sense, others ascribe a more moderate essence to the human being 

in form of social-psychological stands or social constructionist formation of the human being. 

Common for all of these is, however, that they observe the human being and its essence as an object 

of governance, which is to be observed, measured, assessed, developed, or changed in order for the 

human being to fit into its surrounding environment. The social and societal implications of these 

concepts of the human being, and its essence, can be illustrated through the notion of the 

conditioned rich human essence dispositive as it is described in the previous section.  

 

4.2.7  MITIGATING BLIND SPOTS IN THE FIELD OF SOCIAL SCIENCE 

A ‘fictive’ dispositive can function as a prism that objectifies and observes an existing dispositive 

through its own contrast. In the case of the political ontology of human essence in contemporary 

liberal ways of governing, this prism can question and examine components of the existing 

dispositive, that would otherwise constitute non-observable blind spots for the researcher in the 

field of social science as this field is itself a part of the objectified object of observation. Through 

this second-order analytical approach, the question of human essence can be observed even more 

thoroughly and propose interventions in the social ‘real’ that would otherwise not appear to the 

observing gaze of the researcher.  
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