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Abstract 

This thesis takes its impetus from the contemporary and seemingly global rises of radical right 

populist forces. As a result, a wide array of new questions must now be answered by social and 

political scientists leading this thesis to investigate the following research question: ‘To what 

extent is there a pattern that can help explain the global emergence of the Radical Right?’ . In its 

pursuit of answering the research question, the thesis investigates three distinctly different rises 

of the radical right in Brazil, The U.S., and Denmark, using an explorative approach. In doing so, the 

thesis employs a ‘Most Different System Design’ to bolster the veracity of a potential pattern. The 

method to establish an adequate baseline for the case studies, was facilitated through the usage 

of Arzheimer’s framework of electoral studies comprising the most relevant ‘micro -, meso-, and 

macro-level’ variables driving radical right support. Emanating from this, the thesis suggested an 

overarching approach in the form of ‘three revolts’ to better instantiate and assess the 

interactions of the ‘variables’. The findings of the comparative analysis of radical right rises in 

Brazil, Denmark and The U.S. were twofold. Viewing the rises through the individual lenses of the 

micro, meso and macro variables did not result in a discernable pattern. Extending the perspective 

and viewing the comparative rises through the lens of ‘the revolts’ made a vague pattern 

discernable. A pattern that suggests that the degree of radical right ascension is proportional to 

the accumulated economic, social and political revolts of the electorate. In line with the 

permeating insights of social constructivism and the explorative approach undertaken, the thesis 

refrains from proclaiming these findings conclusive. Rather, it critically proposes the argument 

that with the ascension of Jair Bolsonaro and Donald Trump,  future research on the radical right 

and particularly the global radical right should carefully consider if the traditional academic 

assumptions still hold true or if we indeed have experienced the ‘paradigm shift’ of Thomas Kuhn 

and thus moved into a new era of the RR that requires us to alter our scientific approaches 

accordingly.   
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1. Introduction 

The rise of contemporary nationalist and radical right populist forces is gaining momentum 

throughout the globe.  The rise is a trend that transcends borders and even continents: North 

America (The US), South America (Brazil) and Europe (Germany, France, Italy, Greece, Austria, 

Slovakia, Hungary, Sweden and Denmark), Asia (Japan) and the Middle-East (Israel). In the wake of 

this relatively recent development, numerous new questions emerge for scholars to research. Due 

to the inherent complexities of each country’s observed rise, the questions raised have a proclivity 

to investigate each rise individually and in doing so avoiding, arguably, one of the most important 

emerging questions: Seeing as the involved countries are inherently heterogeneous and span 

vastly different parts of the globe, why do we observe a comparable trend transcending 

continents at the same point in time? Has this shift been caused by unique national/local 

drivers/pressures or rather by more global tendencies towards right-wing populism; international 

retraction, protectionism and xenophobia? It seems too coincidental to assume that all the 

involved countries endogenously have evolved in a similar direction simultaneously. Keeping in 

mind, these countries are inherently unique with their own respective culture, history, language, 

political system and institutional setup.  Consequently, both local and global factors must 

influence this global shift towards the radical right (henceforth RR).  

The rise of the RR is by no means a linear, predictable nor tangible phenomenon that can 

measured or compared directly across borders or continents. Rather, it is viewed as a global trend 

that has emerged due to an extensive array of variables. These variables are arguably becoming 

harder to uncover, assess and respond to, due to the global commotion and uncertainty unleashed 

by globalization. It is up to the social scientists to disentangle and assert these variables and to 

thus shed light on what underlying mechanisms are at play and how these interact in an ever-

more complex and globalized world.  

In this dissertation I would like to investigate what underlying mechanisms have enabled the rise 

of the RR the world over and if there is an emergent global pattern in the observed rises. 

Admittedly, many different approaches could further illumination on the topic, however, this 

thesis’ approach is to do a “most different” (Mill, 1843, p. 455) comparative case study involving 
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three distinctly different countries, namely, The United States, Brazil and Denmark. This should 

result in the paper being able to address the following research question (RQ) convincingly:  

To what extent does a pattern exist that can help explain the global emergence of the radical 

right?  

2. Structure and Limitations 

Crucial to a paper concerned with such a broad phenomenon of study is that a concise 

demarcation of what the reader can expect is provided. Thus, this section will outline the layout of 

the paper as well as the limitations of the study. This should serve as an impetus for the 

methodological section that will go deeper into the choices and assumptions the dissertation 

makes to approach this inherently complex and broad phenomenon.  

The paper will start off by reviewing the literature of the RR. It is pivotal to point out right from the 

beginning that there are mountains of material on this subject and that combing through 

everything that could be even remotely relevant to the thesis is unfeasible. Thus, the literature 

review will serve two purposes:  

The first is concerned with the distillation of the vast amounts of literature on the subject, that will 

enable the dissertation to establish a baseline of definitions, key concepts and theories. Secondly, 

to establish the necessary literary context for the thesis’ adaptation of the micro, meso and macro 

framework (Arzheimer, 2018) through which the variables will be investigated. Crucial to this 

aspect is to convincingly argue for why these variables are chosen on account of the existing 

literature and others are left out. In this way, the literature review will preliminarily resonate the 

spirit of historical institutionalist (HI) tradition, a point that will be thoroughly elaborated in the 

theoretical section.  

The literature review will be followed by the methodological section which will be permeated by 

the structure of the research onion of Saunders, Lewis and Thornhill (2016, p. 124.) as an impetus 

to discuss the underlying choices upon which the dissertation rests. These include, the 

philosophical stance which will briefly outline the social constructivist philosophy of science (PoS) 

that will be employed in the paper and the consequences of embracing this stance. Next, the 

exploratory nature of the research design will be addressed and held up against the social 
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constructivist worldview outlined previously. This will be followed by an outline of the research 

strategy: a ‘Most Different System Design’ (Wiebe et. Al., 2010) which is based on the ‘most-

different case study’ by John Stuart Mill (Mill, 1843, p. 455). The focus here is to outline why this 

particular research strategy has been undertaken and what benefits and deficits are associated 

with it. Derived from this, a discussion of the case selection will follow.   

After the methodology section has been provided, the theoretical section will begin. Here the 

historical institutionalist (HI) tradition will be outlined. As stated by Gerring (2012, p. 28): “A good 

piece of research is one that is innovative, one that makes a novel contribution – usually 

understood with respect to the key hypothesis or a general theory.” In our case, the practice or 

tradition of HI will act as the general theory upon which the dissertation will be supported. Thus, 

HI will provide the theoretical lens of the dissertation. Here, the most pivotal point is to unveil to 

the reader why this theoretical approach has been undertaken, and to acknowledge alternative 

approaches as potentially fruitful.  

Following the theoretical section, the dissertation will leap into the case studies. The order of the 

case studies is arbitrary. The dissertation will strive to create as similar a composition for each of 

the case studies as possible. This may seem to conflict with the ‘most-different’ case study 

approach, however, to clarify, it is the structure of the case studies that will be similar, not the 

content. This is done to emphasize an egalitarian stance towards the cases meanwhile 

acknowledging their differences, which constitutes the criteria upon which they have been 

selected.  

Emanating from the case studies, the following section will analyze the findings of the cases 

comparatively. Using the comparative analysis as an impetus, the succeeding section will discuss 

the proposed RQ in light of the findings of the case studies and the comparative analysis.  

The conclusion will provide the key take-aways from the thesis with an emphasis on the case 

studies, the comparative analysis and the discussion. The thesis will then finally discuss the 

adequate context for the results to be viewed and in extension of this provide suggestions for 

future research within the field of the (global) emergence of the RR.    
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3. Literature Review:  

As mentioned in the introduction, the literature review will, among other things, act as a 

distillation process of the vast amount of literature on the subject. This distillation is made to 

enable the paper to arrive at the quintessential factors that can help determine whether there is a 

global pattern emerging in the rise of the RR. These factors will constitute the main variables of 

the case studies and will be excavated by thorough research of the contemporary literature. By 

doing this, the thesis will synthesize the variables that are most relevant to discuss the RQ.   

3.1 Definitions, Concepts and Theories.  

As explicitly stated earlier, the literature review on this topic is an extensive and challenging 

endeavor. Thus, to provide the reader with a structured approach to the abundance of relevant 

material, the paper shall start off by providing a synopsis of definitions of key concepts that will 

prove vital throughout the paper.  

The two concepts that could be argued to be the most foundational are: populism and 

nationalism. Thus, the following section will use the existing literature to discuss these and arrive 

at the definitions that will subsequently be used implicitly throughout the thesis.  

 

3.2 Nationalism  

Nationalism is a foundational concept of the RR and it has been outlined in many different ways. 

One of the permeating features of the literature’s definition is that nationalism is a form of group 

solidarity that bases itself on a range of shared traits such as language, tradition, common territory 

and the attachment to the native soil, and the highest expression of these are found in the destiny 

of the nation and the sovereign state (Kohn, 2008). Traceable in this is a distinct yearning 

discourse, as noted by Roger Griffen (2003, 152): “It has an aura of antiquity about it, even of the 

pre-historical”. In continuation of the state as the highest expression, Mudde (2010, p. 1173) 

argues that “The idea of the nation-state holds that each nation should have its own state and, 

although this is often left implicit, each state should have only one nation”. By the assertion that 

one state should have only one nation, the gap between nationalism and ethnic nat ionalism 
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narrows, however, it should be succinctly noted that nationalism and ethnic nationalism should 

not be viewed as interchangeable. As with many other ideologies and religion the dogmatization 

of such views paves the way for far more radical sentiments. However, the distinction or line 

between the more moderate nationalist (and moderate religious) and the radical believers seem 

to get muddier, an affect that the polarizing opinionating mass media has arguably contributed 

substantially to. While this is a troubling trend for several reasons, it is not within the boundaries 

of this thesis to dig deeper into, however, it provides an important point of admonition in a more 

general sense.  

In the case of the thesis, we are concerned with the RR and in this case the word nationalism will, 

in the context of the RR be associated and implicitly imbued with the characteristics of the ethnic 

nationalism.  

3.3 Ethnic Nationalism and Nativism 

Emanating from the belief that the state should be the highest expression of one nation, the 

ethnic nationalists argue that the one nation should be comprised of one homogeneous ethnic 

group. Griffen (2003, p. 154-155) convincingly presents 5 key characteristics of RR nationalism 

(Appendix 1). The distinction between civic nationalism and ethnic nationalism is imperative 

(Kohn; 2008, Griffen, 2003) since the former promotes liberal universalism, rationality and most 

importantly individual rights for everyone that is born a citizen of the nation (not conditioned on 

having ethnicity, religion etc.), whereas the latter idolizes a far more selective approach to 

solidarity and thus believes that the state should be cleansed of ethnic, cultural, religious, or 

biological ‘deviants’ to enforce a homogeneous state (Bar-On, 2018).  

Consequently, ethnic nationalism is sometimes referred to as nativism. Nativism/Ethnic 

nationalism is considered to be the ‘master concept’ of the RR (Mudde; 2007, 2012 and Bar-On 

& Rydgren, 2018). The definition and composition of the ideology of nativism was outlined by 

Mudde as (2007, p. 19): “an ideology, which holds that states should be inhabited exclusively by 

members of the native group (the nation) and that non-native elements (persons and ideas) are 

fundamentally threatening to the homogeneous nation-state.” 

It is this exact distinction between “us” and “them” and the alienation, ostracization of anything 

that is even remotely foreign or different that border-transcendently characterizes RR parties 
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and social movements. Thus, a convergence in the literature signifies ethnic 

nationalism/nativism as the unifying element of RRPs (Radical Right-Wing Parties) (Ellinas, 

2008). As outlined by Tamir Bar-On (2018): (2008, 561): “The book [Mudde; 2007] joins a 

growing consensus in the literature that distinguishes nationalism as the single characteristic 

that all radical right parties share”. Other worthy mentions of scholars who are in support of 

these views and can elaborate on these notions extensively are: Rooduijn (2014), Halikiopoulou, 

Nanou and Vasilopoulou (2012) and Rydgren (2007, 2018).  

Whereas the importance of ethnic nationalism/nativism is hard to overstate there are other 

concepts that are vital to define before engaging in the analyses. Thus, the next section will 

assess populism and how this concept is connected to the RR.  

 

3.4 Populism 

The thesis embraces the definition of populism as: “In its original form, populism is an ideology 

that considers society to be ultimately separated into two homogenous and antagonistic groups: 

“The pure people” and “the corrupt elite” and argues that politics should be an expression of the 

volonté Générale (general will) of the people” (Mudde, 2004 and the Guardian, 2015). Thus, 

populists proclaim that a dichotomy has arisen between the governors and the governed. The 

former has allegedly completely lost touch with the latter and have stopped serving the people 

and as a consequence the people now demand change. Anyone who feels underserved by their 

current government can to some extent relate to this notion thus making the appeal broad and 

resonant in electorates the world over.   

In the literature, populism has been argued to be one of the defining characteristics of the RR – 

and the new RR in particular (Betz 1993, 1994 and Taggart 2000). Thus, in the context of the 

radical right, the “pure people” is easily compatible with the nativist preconditions of what 

constitutes the people of the nation. These Manichean views are troubling because they inevitably 

lead to absolutism which makes several foundational pillars of democracy such as compromise 

and openness to new ideas exceedingly difficult.  

The RR’s adoption of the argument of the “corrupt political elite” suppressing and exploiting the 

“little guys” broadens the appeal of the RR parties. It is important to state the not all RRPs 
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incorporate populist beliefs in their party program/behavior. However, as revealed by the case 

studies to come, populism can be a tremendously important aspect of RR ascension.  

However, in the contemporary literature it is argued that populism is not the distinctive feature of 

the RR, because populism is embraced on both the RR and the radical left. Thus, populism can, 

depending on the political narrative, be used to support either radical leftwing or rightwing 

politics. Whereas this cannot be said for ethnic nationalism, which is only found in RR parties and 

social movements (Mudde, 2012 and Rydgren, 2018).   

 

3.5 Fascism and the Radical Right 

Many have jumped the gun and proclaimed radical right-wingers to be “modern manifestations of 

fascism” (Rydgren, 2018, p. 6). Evidence exists for strong links between Fascism and the RR as the 

distinct, aggressive pursuit of a homogenous nation and an ethnically singular population. Another 

vital difference is that fascism takes it outset in looking at the future whereas the RR yearns for 

“the good old days”. Thus: “Rather than movements create a “new society” rising “phoenix -like” 

after a period of encroaching decadence (Griffin, 1991, 38), the new radical right-wing parties wish 

to restore the status quo ante”. (Rydgreen, 2018, p. 6). However, the grounds of comparison 

between the radical right and fascism are definitely present, and it is in the literature still being 

researched how to precisely demarcate where one ends, and another begins.  

The following section will assess the literature concerned with the extent that the RR has had a 

discernable impact on the societies in which they arise. 

 

4. Measuring the Impacts of the Radical Right  

The literature is divided on the issue of the actual impacts of the RRPs. On the impactful side, the 

institutionalist approach has contributed with factors that can help account for the evident 

electoral success of RPPs and the profile of their voters. For instance, several studies have 

attempted to investigate periods of electoral rise of RPPs alongside periods of electoral waning 
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(Williams, 2018). E.g. Zaslove has investigated RRPs of Denmark, Italy, Switzerland and Austria and 

their respective capabilities of seizing opportunity structures, discovering that winning votes and 

consequently seats in a governing coalition is key, but other factors such as electoral systems, and 

an array of additional structural variables can restrain this influence (Zaslove, 2004).  

As put by Williams: (2018, p. 306). “Institutional advantages for parties tend to provide for a 

certain number of effective parties in a party system and favor certain party types such as large 

rather than small parties, catchall or cartel parties over narrow issue parties, and mainstream over 

fringe parties. In other words, according to this approach, some parties are barred from exerting 

impact by the structure of the system, while certain parties are advantaged and likely to have 

more impact”. Thus, through the institutionalist lens, the context specificity is deemed of vital 

importance and by investigating these factors in a country, the scholar can begin to unveil critical 

aspects of why aspects of the RR succeed in one place but fail in others.  

Party impact studies focus on the examination of systemic responsiveness. This method unfolds 

the impact question to include e.g. studies of populism and the permeating anti -immigrant 

approach ubiquitously adopted by RRPs globally. Exemplified beautifully by Pippa Norris’ (2005) 

evidence that demonstrated: “how RRPs have greatest impact where they supply a political 

message reflecting disenfranchised voters who feel that mainstream parties are not representing 

them well.” (quoted by Williams, 2018, p. 307). This point is absolutely quintessential and will 

resonate through the case studies and ‘the three revolts’.  

4.1 The Critical Case Against the Impact of the Radical Right 

Despite the fact that extensive research has found fruitful findings postulating substantial impact 

of the RR, there is also evidence pointing in the opposite direction, naturally, this deserves 

mention. Scholars (Dun and Singh, 2011) have argued with respect to goal attainment that when 

RRPs ascend to power, a domestication takes place so as to mainstream the often quite outgoing 

policy suggestions, they have advocated for during the election campaigns. They also disclose that 

there is a lack of causal relationships that leads to overestimation of the impacts of the RR 

(Carvalho, 2013). This critique is not unfounded, e.g. NPÖ in Austria and their electoral success of 

1999 where they reaped more seats in the legislative branch than any other party. However, 

despite providing promises of swift immigration reform and border tightening, the new legislators 
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moved the country in the direction of increasing social welfare spending. The party split several 

years later and, in the aftermath, the BZÖ (Bündnis Zukunft Östereich) party was created, but it 

was short-lived, after failing to win seats in parliament the party diminished completely. This only 

reinforces the acknowledgement of a certain RRP populist party life cycle (Williams 2013).    

Finally, Williams argues that: “In terms of goal attainment, most RRP scholars seem to agree that if 

RPPs (or any party, for that matter) were to govern outright, they would have clearer impacts, yet 

rarely are such cases found empirically.” (Williams, 2018, p. 307). This argument is as of the 

moment quite disputable, seeing as e.g. Jair Bolsonaro, Victor Orbán and Donald Trump have been 

elected in three extremely different countries. Admittedly, these have risen to power through very 

different, context specific trajectories that in some cases have involved radical twists of existing 

parties rather than the creation of new RRPs, as the case studies will exemplify. Consequently, this 

thesis questions the literature’s emphasis on the party-centric view of rise of the RR, because it 

struggles to explain the sharp right-hand turns of older, more established political parties.  

Consequently, a more nuanced approach has to be embraced, and this will be done by providing a 

brief account of the RR as social movements. 

4.2 The Radical Right as Social Movements  

Investigating the RR through the lens of social movement studies has delivered key insights to the 

overarching literature on the RR. Traditionally the RR has been assessed through so-called 

breakdown theories meanwhile the radical left has been analyzed from a mobilization theories 

perspective (Porta & Caiani, 2018). A common denominator for both branches of the literature has 

been to analyze the often-unconventional forms of collective action in these radicalized groups, 

which has resulted in a tenuous (in particular with regard to the United States) consensus 

identifying these as crisis behavior. The collective phenomena would be defined as: “the sum of 

individual behavior, psychologically oriented theories defined social movements as the 

manifestations of feeling of deprivation experienced by individuals, with aggression resulting from 

a wide range of frustrated expectations.” (Porta & Caiani, 2018, p. 327). This psychological outset 

unfolds key aspects of radical voting behavior. It seems elementary, but nonetheless deserves 

explicit mention, to vote for a radical party or claim allegiance to any radical social movement 

requires a deep-felt frustration with the status quo. As an example of social movements as 
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manifestations of deprivation resulting in violent discourses, the rise of Nazism in the 30’s is 

adequate. This reactionary discourse is thus viewed as the result of: fast and unanticipated 

stagnations of economic, political- and cultural status (Gidron & Hall, 2017. As noted by Porta & 

Caiani: “This type of approach resonated with interpretations of the extreme right as non -

reflected reactions to social crisis and unsuccessful integration.” (2018, p. 327).  

Using the above as an impetus, the following section will undertake the explanation of RR support.  

4.3 Explaining Support for the Radical Right  

The literature on explaining electoral support for the RR delivers a multitude of potential 

elucidations of why people are drawn to vote for the RR. The question’s relevance and substantial 

scholarly interest is hard to overstate after the calamities unleashed by the radical right 

movements of the 1920s and 1930s that were argued to resonate in the embryonic stages of RR 

emergence in the 1980’s (Arzheimer, 2018). However, as the fetal RPPs in the 1980s grew more 

established it became increasingly clear that these parties were not simply clones of historic 

parties embodying dangerous ideas of old, rather the parties belonged to a new party family 

(Mudde, 1996) and should thus be investigated and researched as such.  

Resonating the 1980’s spirit of the neoliberal paradigm a dichotomy of theories emerged 

concerned with either ‘supply-side’ or ‘demand-side’ factors and their respective weighting in 

attempts to unveil the mechanisms driving voters towards the RR. The supply side often referred 

to all variables of the party or social movement itself. The demand side embodied the traits, 

experiences and attitudes that make voters likely to support the RR (Arzheimer, 2018).  

The dichotomy is useful as a heuristic; it provides useful theoretical insights concerned with the 

origination of the variables that drive voters toward the RR. However, by doing so it also simplifies 

the empirical world substantially. Firstly, the dichotomy does not resonate well with the 

contemporary standard tools of electoral research: “Modern election studies usually rely on an 

eclectic blend of variables and alleged mechanisms, but at the core there is usually the assumption 

that voters respond to both short-term factors (candidates and political issues) and long- to 

medium term forces (Party loyalties, value orientation, ideological convictions, and group 

membership) (Arzheimer, 2018, p. 144). The lack of resonance lies partly in an inherent problem 

with dichotomy constructions in a context as inherently unclear and intertwined as voting 
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behavior. Some variables belong in both camps which conflicts with the preconditions of a 

dichotomy. An example of this could be the ideological stance of moderate right parties, and how 

this could be considered part of the ‘supply’ side in a broader sense, whereas this doesn’t hold for 

e.g. institutional variables such as the electoral system. As put by Arzheimer: “many institutional 

factors should be seen as mediators of both supply and demand rather than as members of either 

category. Other system-level variables – most prominently unemployment and immigration – are 

best understood as distal causes of demand, or as an incentive to provide supply.” (Arzheimer, 

2018, p. 145). Thus, numerous factors, (as earlier stated, some of them too elusive to be signified 

and thus considered), interact, meddle and clash constantly, and the product of this complex 

interaction is the voting behavior we observe. Once again, the notion of simplifying reality to make 

sense of it comes to mind, and subsequently, how we approach this in a way that minimizes biases 

and simplifications. 

Consequently, this thesis will follow the approach of distinguishing the relevant variables as either 

micro, meso and macro level (Arzheimer, 2018). In doing so, the thesis will use the framework as a 

theoretical tool to categories and assess the variables. It seems more reasonable, given the 

argumentation provided above, to pursue a more flexible framework that to a larger extent is 

capable of addressing the interactions and intricacies of the variables that make up voting 

behavior. The structure of the micro-meso-macro framework is less rigid compared to the 

‘supply/demand’ approach which in this thesis’ view makes it more adequate in the pursuit of 

answering the proposed RQ.  

All the factors comprising the three levels have significant literary research backing them and 

some of them have distinct sub fields of research. Thus, it would prove unfeasible to provide in 

depth definitions and discussions for all of them (for more information on these, please see The 

Oxford Handbook on the Radical Right, Arzheimer’s Chapter, 2018).   

The micro-level is roughly comprised of the following variables: ‘Party Identification’, ‘Protest 

Voting’, and general value orientation (e.g. the anti-postmaterialism of the RR).  

Meso-level factors include: ‘Party Strength’, ‘Party Ideology’ and ‘Party System Factors’ 

Macro-level factors include: ‘Institutional factors’, ‘Immigration and Unemployment’, ‘Crime’ and 

‘Media’ (The factors are provided from: Arzheimer, 2018, p. 145 through 158).  
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All of the above are aspects that from varying perspectives are relevant when assessing the 

underlying reasons of RR support. The imprint of the economic, cultural and political contexts of a 

country facilitates a unique mix and weighting of these micro, meso and macro variables. This 

process can be argued to be reciprocal, since the variables can also, often incrementally, affect the 

economic, cultural and political context of a country. Furthermore, the thesis would suggest a 

fourth overarching level which seemingly permeates and, in some cases, catalyzes variables, 

globalization. 

To make sense of this jumble of variables and their respective significance to the RQ, the thesis 

will propose to approach the variables through a ‘trifecta of revolts’. The ‘trifecta’ is comprised of 

a ‘cultural revolt’, ‘political revolt’ and an ‘economic revolt’. A section preceding the case studies 

will elaborate extensively on this, however, for now the thesis turns to address its chosen 

methodology.  

 

5. Methodology:  

Approaching a phenomenon of stunning complexity such as the one in question requires the 

scholar to be both vigilant and humble. Vigilant because there are so many variables that 

affect/cause this trend, and inherently in choosing, you preliminarily assert that one or several 

variables are more important than others. Further, you assume that all variables affecting this 

phenomenon are visible and discernable, which is hardly the case and thus quite an arrogant 

postulation. Consequently, and aligned with the employed social constructivist approach, humility 

is required to critically assess the veracity of the thesis’ results. Simply put, do not equal 

correlation with causation, because doing so implies that all relevant variables and data has been 

gathered as well as a perfect subsequent processing and analysis of the data. Thus, with a matter 

as intricate and multifaceted as the phenomenon in question, this would appear to be either a 

naïve or arrogant ambition.  

The methodology section will be permeated by the structure of the research onion (Saunders, 

Lewis and Thornhill, 2016, p. 124.) and the first layer comprises the philosophical world view that 

will permeate the thesis. It is critical to provide these foundational assumptions upon which the 
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study will be made and consequently in what light the results should be viewed. Seeing as 

establishing exact causation regarding a phenomenon as complex as the global rise of the far right 

is extremely difficult if not outright impossible, the paper will employ a PoS that has adapted to 

these intangible conditions, namely social constructivism. 

5.1 Philosophy of Science: Social Constructivism 

On many fronts social constructivism departs from the traditional scientific philosophy of 

naturalism. Foundationally, it broadens the focus so as to encompass not only the object of study 

but also the observer: “The patterns of interest are not firmly rooted in nature but are a product 

of our own making. Each of us sees different things, and what we see is determined by a 

complicated mix of social and contextual influences and/or presuppositions “(Moses & Knutsen, 

2012, p. 9). Thus, our experiences as individual agents shape our perception that in turn forms the 

way we as scholars approach scientific questions. In contrast, adhering to the naturalist PoS would 

reduce human agents to mere mirrors of sensorial impressions. This distinction is critical for the 

paper, because at the very heart of the problem of producing absolutely true answers to social 

science RQ lies the fallacy of simplifying/tailoring human behavior to fit the context of the study in 

question. To the social constructivist it is not only impossible to eradicate lurking variables, but 

equally impossible is the removal of the observer from the observed in any research. As human 

agents, scholars build on past experience which inevitably will end up subtly coloring the research 

being done, and instead of neglecting this effect, social constructivism engages it openly. Thus, by 

encompassing and explicitly illuminating the importance of agents’ experiences and perceptions, 

social constructivism addresses the importance of the observer within the observed, by deeming 

factors such as cultural history, religion and language important variables in this equation 

(Moses&Knutson, 2012). This inescapable lens through which we see the world is what Charles 

Wright Mills referred to as ‘the Cultural Apparatus’ (C. Mills, 1970, p. 406).  

If the observing agents’ ‘cultural apparatus’ distorts research and at the same time the notion of 

socially constructed realities is accepted, then the obvious epistemological question becomes; 

how is knowledge attainable? The social constructivist deems knowledge accumulation to be 

carried out as an interplay between agents. The pools of knowledge on any given field in any 



The Global Rise of the Radical Right                    Master Thesis 2019                          Thomas Sundtoft Tellefsen                      

20 

 

particular agent signifies that agent’s capabilities to further and develop their theories. The more 

knowledge that is pooled, the stronger validity of the argument.  

Much in line with the reasoning behind the RQ of this thesis, social constructivism strives to 

answer general, overarching questions: “The scientific project should be aimed at the general 

(nomothetic) at the expense of the particular (idiographic)” (Moses & Knutsen, 2012, p. 11). 

5.2 Paradigm Shifts 

The constructivist philosophy of Thomas Kuhn attacked the Naturalist presupposition that 

knowledge is advanced linearly. One of the primary arguments of his attack was based on his 

concept of ‘paradigms’ and ‘paradigm shifts’. Contemporary scholars work within the 

contemporary paradigm and produce what Kuhn refers to as ‘normal science’. The ‘normal 

science’ attempts to explain contemporary phenomena by creating relevant concepts, frameworks 

and theories that can investigate the emerging phenomena of that paradigm. Kuhn holds no 

quarrel with this, and indeed, concepts, frameworks and theories should always be viewed in the 

context of which they were created. However, when incongruities accumulate in the pools of 

research and seemingly poor academic adaptation to the occurring real-world phenomena reaches 

a certain point (often only discovered retrospectively), new phenomena can unleash a paradigm 

shift that renders most of the contemporary ‘normal science’ theories obsolete: “The new 

paradigm will be incommensurable with the previous paradigm, meaning that the new normal 

science cannot be understood or legitimized within the old paradigm” (Kuhn, 1962, p. 26).  

This is a very interesting point when viewed in the context of the rise of the RR. Indeed, as the 

literature review noted, the party-centric tendencies in the research as well as the concept of 

“populist party life-cycles” (Williams 2013) seems to struggle to provide adequate theoretical 

insights in the observed global rise of the RR.  

 

5. 3 Approaching the Issue 

The paper will embrace a case study research approach. The thesis will embrace the definition of 

case studies as being “A strategy for doing research which involves an empirical investigation of a 

particular contemporary phenomenon within its real-life context using multiple sources of 
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evidence” (Robson, 1993, p. 146). This quite open definition eloquently describes the overarching 

design of this thesis. Skepticism on historical case studies have revolved around biases as 

mentioned earlier, and the degree to which the general can be inductively reasoned from the 

specific. Naturally, this critique can be very well founded if the scholar does not realize the 

potential pitfalls of the approach. One of the key pitfalls is the selection bias. To counterargue this 

critique; with quantitative statistical analysis it is commonly accepted that scholars should be 

mindful of multi-collinearity and thus focus on only examining questions where multiple variables 

in an equation can be illuminated separately. Obviously, this is a simplification, however, for the 

statistical inferences to be methodologically valid, this assumption must be fulfilled. As Steinmo 

notes: “… The problem, of course, is that the method we use can too easily define the questions 

we ask” (2008, p. 175).  

Further, there is considerable literature claiming that the selection bias in comparative research 

can be alleviated partly in the construction of the RQ and also by how the dependent variable is 

conceptualized. More specifically, one of the key critiques is that scholars tend to select extreme 

cases on the dependent variable resulting in disproportionate or biased results, that would result 

in fallacious inferences. This will be discussed further under the ‘case study’ section.  

5.4 An Exploratory Approach 

The research design is exploratory because, despite the mountains of literature concerned with 

the rise of the RR on an individual case study basis, the overarching question of whether there is a 

pattern in the global rise of the RR has arguably not been investigated to the extent where an 

explanatory study would be justifiable. By embracing an explorative approach, the thesis aims to 

extend the knowledge-frontier and in combination with other research in the field eventually 

enable explanatory research designs. Since the goal of this thesis is not to establish direct 

causation, but rather to investigate if a pattern exists within the global rise of the RR, the 

exploratory approach is an ideal fit for this project. Case studies are well aligned with exploratory 

studies because they can take in vast amounts of data input. Despite case studies being most 

often designated as a qualitative research method, they can also make use of both quantitative 

and qualitative data to make sense of the case being studied. This point is crucial for the 

justification of the chosen methodology of this dissertation. To further justify this approach, the 
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paper’s HI approach also adds to this perspective. As noted by Steinmo (2008, p. 1): “Historical 

institutionalism is neither a particular theory nor a specific method. It is best understood as an  

approach to studying politics. This approach is distinguished from other social science approaches 

by its attention to real world empirical questions, its historical orientation and its attention to the 

ways in which institutions structure and shape political behavior and outcomes.”. Thus, the 

exploratory nature is to a large extent a necessity given the dissertation’s choice to pursue this 

particular RQ.  

The thesis will, admittedly, also bear markings of a descriptive approach. It would prove very hard 

if not impossible to avoid being descriptive, in particular in the beginning of the case studies, since 

these descriptions will constitute the basis upon which the dissertation will analyze and discuss. 

Thus, the paper cannot adhere to a purely exploratory approach seeing as this would make the 

analyses presumptuous at best if not entirely nonsensical. 

5.5 Research Strategy 

This thesis will employ a qualitative ‘Most Different System Design’ (MDSD) comparative case 

study approach, and the following section will seek to unfold what this entails. The choice of doing 

qualitative research is embedded in the thesis’ strive for a deep and thorough understanding of 

the rise of the RR. The methods enabled by the qualitative approach aids the researcher to dig 

deeper and as a consequence, the amount of cases and data used, will, all else equal, be lesser 

compared to pursuing a quantitative approach. In the context of uncovering to what extent there 

is a global pattern in the rise of the RR, it arguably has to include cases in order for the research to 

be attached to the real-world phenomenon. Given the thesis’ RQ it also arguably follows that the 

cases would have to be compared, otherwise it would be very difficult to place the findings of each 

of the case studies into a meaningful context and thus justly answer the RQ.  

The inherent complexities of each of the cases’/countries’ unique composition of cultural, 

economic and social factors that in turn are constructed on rich and intricate historical junctures  

further underlines facets that benefits from a qualitative approach. Embracing a number-fixated 

quantitative stance to answer the proposed RQ would be futile. The accreditation of numbers to 

the intricate variables comprising e.g. nations, globalization or something as intangible as voting 
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behavior would prove an impossible task, primarily because of the inherently unpredictable nature 

of human behavior and interactions.  

The comparative case study method is widely used by social constructivists (Moses&Knutsen, 

2007). Few-n comparative case studies can aid in illuminating elusive socially constructed 

phenomena, as exemplified beautifully by Hay and Rosamond’s (2002) study on globalization. 

They investigate the perception of globalization in France and in the UK. They find that the UK 

perception views globalization as an inevitable and for the most part, positive effect. In France 

they find disagreements on whether globalization is irrefutable, and it is mostly perceived as a 

having a negative effect. In doing so, they discover that globalization as a phenomenon is 

inherently socially constructed, a finding that would indeed have proven very elusive from most 

other research designs. The following section will elaborate on the above with regards to the 

thesis’ ‘Most Different Systems Design’ (Wiebe et. Al., 2010).   

5.6 Most Different Systems Design  

The paper will employ what John Stuart Mill (Mills, 1843, p. 455) coins a ‘most-different’ case 

study or what in more recent terms has been called a: ‘Most Different Systems Design’ (‘MDSD’)  

(Wiebe et. Al., 2010) This entails that the criteria upon which the cases will be chosen rests on 

their differences rather than their similarities. Conditional to this, however, is the fact that the 

objective being studied, in this case rising RR support, has to be present in all cases. The reasoning 

of the ‘MDSD’ approach is to ensure that if there is a global pattern in the variables fueling the rise 

of the radical right among the three “most different” countries, the concluding argument for this 

would hold the most possible empirical depth and validity. Admittedly, there is always going to be 

variables that prove too elusive to be detected, investigated and analyzed, but just because the 

absolute truth of a given social phenomenon is unattainable, it should not deter investiga tive 

pursuits of approximating it. Another considerable counterargument would be concerned with the 

selection bias. How do you determine the “most different countries”? (while recognizing, once 

again, that the complete elimination of selection bias is impossible). Our humanly limited 

cognition proves inadequate when undertaking overarching social phenomena involving millions 

of people and a multitude of variables. Thus, we have to constrain the object of research to fit into 

a more sizable box, that we can then subsequently investigate. Naturally, the more we assume, 
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the more the research and the theories that arise from it are prone to human and erroneous 

simplifications. Thus, it is quintessential to minimize simplifying assumptions to avoid both 

confirmation bias as well as arriving at findings that are not only valid in a theoretical world. The 

primary raison d’être of theories in social science must be to make sense of the social world, 

otherwise why do we bother? (Steinmo, 2008). However, it is still important to keep in mind that 

we as social scientists often have to assume and/or select for the sake of both project feasibility 

and reality often being far more complex than what our minds are capable of comprehending. 

These arguments align well with the social constructivist world view outlined in the previous 

section. In particular viewing the recent developments of the rise of the RR in light of Thomas 

Kuhn’s notions of ‘paradigm changes’. If indeed a paradigm change is happening before us, there 

will be a requirement for scholars to rethink the way we should investigate the RR. This provides 

part of the arguments as to why this paper embraces an arguably unorthodox and very broad RQ. 

The discovery of a pattern among the ‘most different’ countries experiencing a rise in RR support 

could aid the literature in shifting the focus to broader comparative cross-border studies of most 

different countries in pursuit of unveiling both what key determinants permeate the global rise of 

the RR.  

 5.7 The Cases: 

It is important to distinguish between the countries that have seen an increase in far-right populist 

party support, and the countries that through democratic elections have put RR politicians in the 

highest positions of power. Trump has been elected and is currently the commander in chief of the 

most powerful nation in the world. Jair Bolsonaro has been elected and has taken office January 

1st. Victor Orbán has been elected in Hungary and so on. Thus, Brazil, the US and Hungary can 

argued to have succumbed to the RR. Or rather, far right nationalist politicians have succeeded in 

seizing the opportunities facilitated by the current political paradigm. While this argument can be 

inferred without much difficulty or contestation, assessing and attributing all the diverse variables 

scientifically is immensely challenging. Further, with such a broad array of countries showing 

increasing rises in RR support, the reasoning behind this thesis’ choices of countries should be 

explicitly stated with particular regards to the ‘MDSD’ research strategy.  
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5.8 The Countries  

As mentioned, the list of countries experiencing a rise in RR support is extensive. So why does this 

thesis investigate Denmark, America and Brazil? The countries were chosen based on a list of 

different parameters such as: 

- Radical right ‘ascension’ level i.e. how supported the radical right is in the specific country.  

- Political systems 

- Political and socio-cultural history 

- Economic status, contemporary and historical 

These are, admittedly, extremely broad parameters, however, the proposed RQ is also of a very 

broad nature, which in this thesis’ view demands the selection criteria of the cases to be broad 

and wide reaching as well. The following section will address each country’s relevance briefly in 

attempts to provide adequate justification for the thesis’ choices.  

5.9 Brazil 

Brazil is an exceedingly interesting case because of its recent election of Jair Bolsonaro. The path 

leading up to his election immediately reveals a troubling, intriguing and unique case where the 

constituents suddenly shifts backwards to former army Captain Jair Bolsonaro who seemingly 

appears as a human resonant of the military dictatorship that ruled Brazil from 1964-85.  

The road towards Jair Bolsonaro is a winding one, and the history of Brazil unveils a nation of great 

potential capable of e.g. facilitating incredible economic growth in the 00’s. A growth that was 

even sustained through the calamities unleashed by the global financial crisis  and made Brazil the 

8th largest economy in the world (appendix 5). Extensive reforms primarily carried out by the 

administration of the emblematic Luiz Inácio Lula de Silva and the Worker’s Party, attempted to lift 

the most disenfranchised segments of the population out of poverty, but for many intricate 

reasons that will be outlined and analyzed in the case study, these initiatives started to deteriorate 

as recession, corruption scandals and increasing distrust in the political establishment emerged. 

The recent election of Jair Bolsonaro points out the rapid volatility of Brazilian politics and is 

furthermore an adequate example of how tenuous younger democracies can be, which makes 

Brazil a unique, powerful and confounding case.  
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5.10 The United States 

The case of the United States and the RR is arguably the most powerful case of contemporary RR 

ascension for a number of reasons. Donald Trump is on everybody’s lips and his controversial 

Presidency (and his ascension to power) has caused jaws to drop the world over. Further, the 

power and impact of the US in international politics and relations is hard to overstate. Thus, the 

US’ case is quintessential when trying to assess whether there is a global pattern in the rise of the 

RR. In other words, to not include the US as a case, given the thesis’ RQ, would be folly and 

substantially invalidate the thesis’ claim’s of these three cases comprising an adequate pool of 

knowledge sufficient to infer to what extent there is a pattern in the global rise of the RR. If these 

arguments do not suffice to explain the US case’s raison d´être in this thesis, the case study itself 

will be permeated with arguments to bolster the validity of its relevance.  

5.11 Denmark  

Denmark as a case was chosen on the grounds of several reasons, firstly, it is a country that is 

affected by the radical right to a lesser extent in comparison with other cases. However, the 

Danish People’s Party (Dansk Folkeparti, DPP) has historically shown how power can be exercised 

without sitting in the actual government but acting as a ‘supporting’ party for several governments 

over the last 2 decades, creating the interesting and unique case of a RR party having tremendous 

influence without the accountability of being in the actual government. Further, and in line with 

the social constructivist world view, the case of Denmark was also chosen because the author of 

the thesis’ experience and knowledge of Denmark as a case, would, (see section 5.1) further the 

insights of the analysis, and thus elevate the inferences of the findings.  

 

6. Theoretical Section  

This section will start off by discussing the theoretical backbone of the thesis, historical 

institutionalism (HI). The definition provided will act as an impetus to outline HI and how it has 

emerged as a theoretical approach. Indeed, leaving the emergence out would be against the very 

essence of the HI tradition. In extension to this, the section will emphasize the reasoning behind 
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the chosen theoretical approach by briefly comparing it to other forms of institutionalisms. In 

doing so, a justifiable provision of the theoretical grounds of the thesis will have been provided.  

6.1 Historical Institutionalism 

How does HI define institutions? According to Hall & Taylor HI defines institutions as: “By and 

large, they define them as the formal or informal procedures, routines, norms and conventions 

embedded in the organizational structure of the polity or political  economy. They can range from 

the rules of a constitutional order or the standard operating procedures of a bureaucracy to the 

conventions governing trade union behavior or bank-firm relations. In general, historical 

institutionalists associate institutions with organization and the rules or conventions promulgated 

by formal organization” (Hall & Taylor, 1996, p. 6-7). The thesis will embrace this definition and 

use the words: ‘organization’ and ‘institution’ interchangeably. The thesis will extend on the above 

definition by adhering to prominent HI scholars Kathleen Thelen’s and James Mahoney’s view 

(2010, p. 7): “most historical institutionalists embrace a power-political view of institutions that 

emphasizes their distributional effects, and many of them explain institutional persistence in 

terms of returns to power”. Thus, HI provides a broad definition of the institutions able to 

encompass: “the rules of electoral competition, the structure of party systems, the relation among 

various branches of government and the structure and organization of economic actors…” (Thelen, 

Steinmo, Longstreth, 1992).  

Consequently, HI can be argued to be substantial and wide-reaching approach rather than a 

particular method or theory (Immergut, Rothstein and Steinmo, 2008). The emphasis of HI being 

an approach rather than a specific theory or method, allows for less methodologically rigidity 

which will prove a useful stance in the case studies to come. Naturally, this must not be allowed to 

foster methodological vagueness and as a pre-emptive response to this, the following section will 

attempt to justify HI as an approach and why it has been chosen as the permeating theoretical 

approach of this thesis.  

One of the most quintessential arguments for the theoretical fit between HI and the thesis is HI’s 

distinct focus on real world empirical questions, its historical association, and of course its 

attention to the manners in which institutions form and shape political behavior and outcomes 

(Steinmo, 2008, p. 150).  
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6.2 Emergence of Historical Institutionalism 

It is broadly recognized that HI emerged as a reaction to - and extension of - group theory and the 

structural functionalist schools of thought that were dominant during the 1960-70s. (Nichols, 

1998). Simply put, group theory accentuates power and conflict and makes the case that politics is 

the balancing of various forces contending for power and the making of decisions (Chilcote, 1981) 

(for more information on group theory please see: Bill & Hardgrave: ‘Comparative Politics: The 

Quest for Theory, 117-141, 1973). Structural functionalism discusses the relationship and 

distinction between social entities and organic entities (Radcliffe-Brown, 1952). As put by Nichols 

(1998, p. 476): “by studying how structures work together, [it] tries to provide a consistent and 

integrated theory from which can be derived explanatory hypotheses relevant to all aspects of a 

given system”. HI has adopted the notion of ‘rivalry’ from group theory and the overarching idea 

of a polity being the sum of intricate, plentiful variables encapsulated in an integrated system. A 

critical point where HI and structural functionalism differ from one another is with regards to the 

factors driving the functioning of a system and whether these are exogenous or endogenous in 

nature. Where structural functionalism makes the argument that external factors constitute the 

most important parameter, HI defers and makes the case that the system structures collective 

behavior and consequently shapes external events (Nichols, 1998).  

What does it imply when HI pledges historical analysis as a quintessential element of political 

science research? In answer to this question the following paragraphs will dive into the analytical 

toolbox of HI.  

6.3 Analytical Tools 

Analytically, HI has its own conceptual toolbox that revolves around the role of temporal concepts 

to explain social phenomena with a particular concern in the origin and development of 

institution’s impact on political and economic relations. “The empirical and analytical growth of 

historical institutionalism has been facilitated by a pluralistic methodological profile. By resisting 

sharp trade-offs between nuanced empirical accounts and general theories that hold across time 

and space, historical institutionalists have refined qualitative and comparative research methods 

to study how processes that unfold over long periods impact distributions of power and policy 

outcomes” (Fioretos et al., p. 4, 2016). In doing so the HI literature offers a range of concepts that 
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will prove tremendously useful in the case studies of the thesis. It should be noted that the 

following list of concepts is by no means exhaustive, however, it is the distillation of the arguably 

most relevant concepts of the HI approach in the context of the thesis’ RQ.   

Critical Junctures is one of the temporal concepts mentioned in the paragraph above. The term 

was coined in 1991 by Collier & Collier who, by drawing on previous comparative political studies 

defined critical junctures “As a period of significant change, which typically occurs in distinct ways 

in different countries (or in other units of analysis) and which is hypothesized to produce distinct 

legacies” (Collier & Collier, 1991, p. 29 quotes by Fioretos et al., 2016, p. 10). To enhance the 

scope of critical junctures’ analytical potential, Soifer (2012) distinguishes between permissive and 

productive conditions of critical junctures. Permissive conditions have been regarded  as 

indispensable conditions that softens institutional or structural constraints on agency. In doing so 

these indispensable conditions facilitate the temporal bounds of critical junctures (Soifer, 2012, p. 

1574). The productive conditions can arguably be viewed as a mix between 

dependent/reactionary variables of the permissive. The productive conditions exist to 

incrementally bring about the paradigmatic change within the realm facilitated by the permissive 

conditions. Soifer (2012) exemplifies this in her work on the emergence of the ISI (Import 

Substitution Industrialization) model in Latin America in the post war years, where the permissive 

conditions are the wide-reaching consequences of the 2nd World War and the economic disparity 

unleashed by the Great Depression of 1929. The productive conditions are signified as the 

emerging economic nationalist ideas in Latin America. The observed results of the interactions, 

reactions and collisions of these two sets of conditions are what comprises the critical juncture. 

This bolsters not only the insights of ‘critical junctures’ as a concept, but arguably for HI as a 

theoretical approach.  

Path dependence is a concept that was conceived in economics (David, 1985; Arthur, 1994) and 

has to great extents been incorporated in the HI literature. The term is commonly known as a 

when you’ve picked a path, you stick to it. While this is true, adding a scholarly perspective to this 

simplified rendition, makes it a concept that describes a situation in which reversing a trend (or 

path) becomes more difficult over time. This provides a logical causal explanation for why 

institutions (in the broadest sense) can be resilient to change and why they in some cases continue 

to outlive their purpose(s).  
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In the literature there are many stances towards the concept (for more information on ‘path 

dependence’ please consult: Immergut & Anderson 2008, Fioretos et al., 2016), however, this 

thesis will embody one that suggests that path dependence is the sum of sequences that each is 

comprised of coupled reaction and counter-reaction dynamics that stems from a contingent point 

of origin. As outlined by Fioretos et al quoting Mahoney: “What makes reactive sequences path -

dependent is not the fact that the direction of the early steps is followed (in fact it is not). Instead, 

reactive sequences are path-dependent because they begin from contingent events and are 

followed by closely linked reaction and counter-reaction events that can transform and even 

reverse the direction of the early steps (Mahoney, 2000, p. 526).” (Fioretos et al., 2016, p. 13.). 

Thus, the counter-reactions should be viewed as a consequence of the (critical) juncture causing 

the original reactions.  

The above paragraphs have placed substantial emphasis on two of the most influential concepts 

within the HI approach. Indeed, one of the criticisms of HI has revolved around its captivation with 

these concepts and the discourse of history they entail. More specifically, the concepts have 

fostered a view of HI as being characterized by punctuated equilibria followed by longs periods of 

institutional stability (Fioretos, 2016). While this critique is well founded when assessing certain HI 

studies, it substantially simplifies the overarching HI tradition in overlooking HI literature’s 

permeating attention for historical analysis also when it comes to incremental progressions in the 

world of social phenomena. As elegantly concluded by Fioretos et al. (2016, p. 21): ”It [HI] is both 

empirically rich and analytically sophisticated, eschewing convenient trade-offs between these 

two side of the social science coin”.  

The above provides part of the argument as to why the thesis embraces an HI theoretical 

perspective. The following will expand on the historical underpinnings hinted at multiple times in 

the paper up until this point.  

6.4 Historical Institutionalism Historically Speaking 

Situating any social phenomenon in its historical context is quintessential to a historical 

institutionalist. The historical context is the baseline or the point of reference in which a 

theory/framework, or in our case, approach should be used. As indicated, this is a complicated, yet 

pivotal task when it comes to HI.  
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In the broader social science context in the aftermath of the 2nd world war, the physical sciences 

had been advancing rapidly in particular with regards to (weapons) technology as it is common in 

times of war. The leaping progression of the physical sciences put increasing pressure on the study 

of politics to produce more tangible and ‘factual’ results. “To be taken seriously, it was sometimes 

thought that social science needed to be a ‘real’ science. Many believed that real science must 

follow the scientific method (Steinmo, 2008, p. 153). This implied that the study of politics was 

implored to explore and instantiate the ‘laws’ of politics, social phenomena etc. As a result, social 

sciences, became more concerned with rigorous quantitative research designs. The mantra was, 

that we should study behaviors that are measurable e.g. social or economic positions, votes, 

demographics that are quantifiable, and not institutions which by definition can be intangible and, 

in many instances, unique (Steinmo, 2008). This resulted in rudimentary and basic methods that 

were struggling to find sufficient data to claim valid, overarching laws of political science. (For 

more details on this remarkable stance on political science please see Wallerstein, 2001). The 

search for a unifying theory was launched on fallacious assumptions of grand theorists, because of 

the inherent flaw with the imposition of ‘physical science’ on the study of social- and political 

science. If we deconstruct the object of study in e.g. chemistry and political science, they differ on 

a fundamental level. Human beings are inherently complicated and more than anything else found 

in nature, unpredictable. Thus, embracing the same stance to investigate such radically different 

objects of study is folly regardless of how alluring a unifying ‘holy grail’ theory of political science 

might be. This development gave rise to the inception of many diverse schools of thought, such as 

new branches of behavioralism, but it also latently launched a renaissance in the beliefs of the 

analytical value of history and the way in which institutions shaped political outcomes in real 

world phenomena (Steinmo, 2008).  

6.5 The Raison D’être of Historical Institutionalism  

Arguably the question institutionalists seek to answer is “How do institutions affect the behavior 

of individuals?” (Hall & Taylor, 1996, p. 7). When all is said and done it is ultimately through the 

actions of individuals that organizations influence political matters. The institutionalist literature 

diverges in its response to this question arriving at what Hall & Taylor (1996, p. 7) signifies as ‘the 

calculus approach’ (sometimes referred to as rational choice institutionalism) and the ‘cultural 

approach’ (Sometimes referred to as sociological institutionalism). The ones who adopt a ‘calculus 
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approach’ emphasizes strategic calculation as the primary designator of human behavior. It 

revolves around much of the same foundational assumptions in economics about consumer 

rationality and that we as individuals strive to maximize our utility function and thus make 

decisions based on strategic calculation. As a consequence, the agency input of organizational 

analysis is given exogenously according to the ‘calculus’ approach.  

The ‘cultural approach’ elucidates the perseverance of institutions by pointing out that a vast 

majority of the conventions associated with social institutions cannot be the explicit objects of 

individual choice (Hall & Taylor, 1996). Thus, in line with the arguments of social constructivism, 

the emergent social reality is created by actors with individual world-views that each contribute to 

form the emergent social reality. A fitting metaphor could be impressionist paintings. Meanwhile 

one dot in itself may not be deemed to be of particular relevance, the picture that the combined 

sum of dots produce, is the emergent social reality that unfolds before us. As with a typical Monet 

painting, to perceive the greatness or the pattern, perspective is required, provided in the 

metaphor by taking a few steps back, which aligns well with the thesis’ RQ and ultimately its 

findings. Thus, individuals are not viewed as utility maximizers, rather they are viewed as satisfiers. 

This means that rather than maximizing utility, action is derived from the interpretation of a 

situation rather than on purely instrumental calculation (Hall & Taylor, 1996, p. 8).   

Both the above-mentioned approaches have been adopted by various historical institutionalists, 

adding to the eclectic nature of HI. An adequate example of the ‘calculus approach’ could be 

Hattam (1993) who employs a ‘calculus approach’ when she makes the argument that the 

entrenched power of the judiciary drove the labor movement of America away from strategies 

that were susceptible to judicial review (Hall & Taylor, 1996).  

As hinted at in an earlier paragraph, the ‘calculus approach’ is embodied to a large extent in 

rational choice institutionalism and the ‘cultural approach’ to an equal extent in sociological 

institutionalism. Both of these institutionalisms have their own distinct features and have only 

been superficially outlined here, however, the thesis would propose the argument that it would be   

out of scope to go into further detail.  

To sum up, the paragraphs above outline what assumptions the HI tradition is constructed on and 

what concepts it has facilitated the inception off. In terms of both the PoS and the qualitative 
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approach of this thesis it should be of little surprise that this project is tilting towards the social 

institutionalist side of the institutionalist spectrum. Indeed, embracing the fuller social 

institutionalist literature could have made for an interesting theoretical perspective that would 

have provided exciting and potentially differing findings with regards to the thesis’ RQ.  

The next section will, as outlined briefly in the ‘structure and limitation’ section , use the micro, 

meso and macro framework of electoral studies (Arzheimer, 2018) and make the argument that 

these micro, meso and macro variables can be viewed as constituting the drivers of RR support. By 

briefly defining, designating and demarcating the variables their essence will be instantiated with 

regards to the context of the RR enabling the thesis to effectively sharpen the focus of the case 

studies.   

6.6 Micro Level Variables Guiding Radical Right Support 

Party Identification is one of the most influential variables when asserting voter behavior/patterns 

in the micro variable domain. The notion of ‘Party Identification’ is of a dualistic nature, meaning 

that it is not only concerned with what parties constituents identify with, but also the lack of party 

identification that in modern times has proven a defining attribute among RR voters (Arzheimer, 

2018, p. 145). Indeed, a tendency has been unveiled in the literature pointing towards the absence 

of party identification with mainstream political parties as a pre-requisite for shifting towards the 

RR. More broadly, discontent on the individual level towards the contemporary institutional 

political paradigm is arguably one of the defining reasons for the increase in RR support.  

Charismatic Leaders have been profoundly studied in the literature especially after their deemed 

significance in the 30’s. Despite its historical relevance, ‘Charismatic Leadership’ will not be 

pursued as a variable for the following reasons: When Van der Brug and Mughan (2007) studied 

charismatic leadership as a catalyst for RR support, they found that RRPs benefited from candidate 

effects in the exact same manner as established parties: “While having an appealing candidate is 

certainly linked to greater electoral support, the magnitude of this effect is not larger for RRPs 

than it is for other parties” Arzheimer (2018, p. 146). 

Protest Voting is when voters for a range of differing reasons vote in a radical direction because 

the status quo is no longer bearable. As suggested by the more recent literature, protest voters do 
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not necessarily identify with everything in the party program or postulated publicly by the political 

party or movement. However, the protest voters are de facto dissatisfied or even politically 

alienated to an extent where rattling the contemporary political cage is deemed more important 

than preserving the status quo. The underlying causes for this sentiment are plentiful, complex 

and difficult to ascertain because generalizing human (voting) behavior is notoriously tricky. 

However, as mentioned earlier in the thesis, the overarching, border-transcending trait of the RR 

is the anti-immigrant sentiment (van der Brug, Fennema, and Tillie 2000. van der Brug and 

Fennema 2003. Norris 2005. Mughan and Paxton 2006. Ford, Goodwin, and Cutts 2011). An 

unfortunate consequence is that the protest voter can be manipulated to vote for a candidate 

worsening the status quo. As provocatively illustrated by the following (Guillaume Duval, Twitter, 

06/12/2014): It translates to: “I’m thinking of voting for the wolf, that will show the shepherd”. It 

highlights the dangers of acting on desperation when voting. Out of protest with the current 

establishment the desperation might make people choose the wolf just to show the shepherd. 

Thus, the desperate demand for change is discernable through the lens of ‘protest voting’.  

 

 

 

6.7 Meso Level Variables Guiding Radical Right Support 

Party Strength is concerned with the organizational assets of the RR. Demonstrated by Carter ’s 

quantitative study, the RRP is most likely to be successful if they are: “strongly organized, well-led 

with factionalized parties” (Carter, 2005, p. 98-99). Adding to this finding, is the qualitative study 

http://www.oxfordhandbooks.com/view/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780190274559.001.0001/oxfordhb-9780190274559-e-8#oxfordhb-9780190274559-e-8-bibItem-601
http://www.oxfordhandbooks.com/view/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780190274559.001.0001/oxfordhb-9780190274559-e-8#oxfordhb-9780190274559-e-8-bibItem-600
http://www.oxfordhandbooks.com/view/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780190274559.001.0001/oxfordhb-9780190274559-e-8#oxfordhb-9780190274559-e-8-bibItem-600
http://www.oxfordhandbooks.com/view/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780190274559.001.0001/oxfordhb-9780190274559-e-8#oxfordhb-9780190274559-e-8-bibItem-573
http://www.oxfordhandbooks.com/view/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780190274559.001.0001/oxfordhb-9780190274559-e-8#oxfordhb-9780190274559-e-8-bibItem-572
http://www.oxfordhandbooks.com/view/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780190274559.001.0001/oxfordhb-9780190274559-e-8#oxfordhb-9780190274559-e-8-bibItem-543
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of David Art, who takes on a different perspective analyzing 12 Western countries and concludes 

that it is quintessential for emerging RRPs to appeal to more moderate, influential activists in the 

formation stage of the party if it is to be successful (Art, 2011). 

Party Ideology refers to the RRP’s ideological stance with a particu lar regard towards its attitude 

towards democracy. Whereas the legitimacy of democracy was disputed in 1980’s renditions of 

RR, it is increasingly being accepted as the only plausible governing system, however, as we shall 

see with the case of Brazil, a drastically different context provides the seeds from which more 

openly anti-democratic postulations can sprout.    

Party System Factors provide the quintessential distinction that RPPs and social movements do 

not exist in a vacuum. Whereas they have control internally, external events over which they have 

little or no control can have substantial impact on the subsequent course of action. As noted by 

Arzheimer: “It follows that a successful RRP will eventually emerge if there is a demand for more 

restrictive (immigration) policies that is not satisfied by the existing parties in general and the 

mainstream right in particular” (2018, p. 153). This variable is not to be mistaken with the 

following Macro-variable ‘Institutional Factors’. ‘Party System Factors’ refer to the contextual, 

intra-party events that play out in the political arena, whereas the ‘Institutional Factors’  are the 

overarching variables constituting the arena itself.  

 

6.8 Macro Level Variables Guiding Radical Right Support 

Institutional Factors include first and foremost the electoral system which have been argued to 

have a substantial effect on RR support. Scholars such as Norris (1997) have argued that for RRPs 

to be successful they must be situated in a country that employs a proportional electoral system. 

The argument seems reasonable since radical views should have an easier time solidifying into a 

party in an electoral system comprised of several parties rather than a couple. Thus, it would be 

implied that a greater diversity of viewpoints is represented in multi-party systems. The argument 

is particularly useful with regards to countries where the RR parties/social movements are in their 

infancy, because of the typically low threshold to enter the national parliament associated with 

proportional electoral systems. Thus, generally the argument makes sense, however, it seriously 
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struggles to explain e.g. the RR’s ascension in the US and Brazil and consequently raises the 

question of why Denmark does not display more RR support given the fact that it has a 

proportional electoral system deemed conducive to increased RR support.   

Other institutional factors on the macro level are decentralization level and welfare state 

protection. These are quite hard to assess and in particular compare. As noted by Arzheimer 

(2018, p. 155): “… decentralization and welfare state protection are very difficult to assess, 

because they change very slowly or not at all over time and are hence highly correlated with any 

idiosyncratic unit (=country) effects.”  

Immigration and Unemployment are the two most studied variables within the literature on the 

RR. They have been victims of scholarly scrutiny since the early 1990’s, however, the findings have 

been far from conclusive when assessing these variables in unison in a single study. The reason 

why Immigration and Unemployment is united is merely that Arzheimer’s framework (2018) 

suggests this, and thus when the thesis utilizes this framework, it would arguably be erroneous to 

deviate from this respect. Unemployment as a singular variable has been shown to have an 

inconclusive effect on RR support Knigge (1998) and Golder (2003) find a correlation between 

unemployment and RR support, Arzheimer and Carter (2006) and Lubbers, Gijsberts and Sheppers 

(2002) do not, all of these sharing roughly the same research design (Arzheimer, 2018). 

Immigration is a different story, where the literature dominantly finds that immigration numbers 

affect the likelihood of voting for the RR (Swank and Betz, 2003 and Arzheimer & Carter 2006). 

Lastly, in a study from 2009, Arzheimer finds that the interaction between unemployment and 

immigration is negative, meaning that if both variables are present in high numbers, the respective 

effect of one does not further the other (Arzheimer, 2018 referencing earlier work).  

Media  

The rise of the RR has become the talk of the town(s). The border transcending rise has been 

covered extensively by media the world over, often wrapped in words resembling the original 

academic valuation of the rise of the radical right as a renaissance of Nazism or Fascism. Just like 

this view in the 1980’s mesmerized the world of academia; the media’s framing seemingly 

serenades along to the same tune. Thus, the media (some more guilty of this than others) have 

been deemed a quintessential variable in opinionating voters towards populism and the RR and 
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left. From an academic perspective the focus has been on two mechanisms, namely agenda-

setting and priming. Concisely: “Theories of agenda-setting claim that the media, by focusing on 

certain topics, select a handful of politically relevant issues from a much larger pool of problems. 

Those issues then serve as yardsticks for evaluating parties, an effect known as priming…” 

(Arzheimer, 2018, p. 157). The evidence between media coverage and RR support is limited, and it 

should be noted as with the other macro level variables, these are extremely hard to assess and 

evaluate. However, there seems to be a lucrative incentive for the media to help spread and/or 

reaffirm the fear of immigrants fueling xenophobia and thus the interest of the RR. 

Crime has been acclaimed to be positively correlated with RR support. There is not a vast body of 

empirical evidence to support this claim, but one collaborated study stands out in support. Coffé, 

Heyndels and Vermeir study (2007) found that growing crime rates furthered the probability of 

the Vlaams Blok (Belgium) contesting an election (Arzheimer 2018). Adding on to this, an article by 

Smith (2010) zooms out and analyzes 182 national parliamentary elections from 19 Western 

European Countries between 1970 and 2005. Here he investigates the correlation between RR 

support and crime, controlling for unemployment, inflation, immigration and various interactions, 

and discovers that higher crime raters are associated with stronger support for the RR and that 

this relationship becomes stronger with rising immigration levels (Arzheimer, 2018, p. 156).  

6.9 Globalization  

Globalization is not mentioned as a macro-level variable by Arzheimer (2018), however this thesis 

makes the argument that globalization is one of the most influential, ubiquitous and, admittedly 

elusive variables in the context of underlying reasons for RR support. It could be argued that 

globalization transcends the electoral apparatus framework and therefore has not been included 

by Arzheimer, however, to realize the full potential and utility of the following case studies a brief 

discussion of globalization has to be provided.  

First off, the thesis acknowledges the broadness and wide-ranging definitions of what constitutes 

globalization, and in a pursuit of a justifiable one, the thesis will in line with Meyer (2007) embrace 

a definition that splits the term into two equally important dimensions: Globalization as exchange 

and globalization as a cultural and institutional mechanism.  
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Globalization as exchange refers to the ever-increasing rate of transactions the world over. Ever-

increasing transactions are according to Meyer (2007, p. 262): “… expanded economic exchange: 

rates of international trade, global production or commodity chains, flows of technology and 

‘intellectual property’, flows of labor and laborers, and above all else, cross-national investment 

patterns”. Globalization as exchange is to a large extent quantifiable and the effects from it 

measurable. The other side of the coin, Globalization as a cultural and institutional entity is 

comparatively less tangible and subtler. In essence it emphasizes: “… a very widespread cultural 

consciousness: a) of interdependence and b) of local and national embeddedness in world 

society.” (Meyer, 2007, 263). This is not to say that globalization as a cultural and institutional 

entity pushes for global unity per say, because it is perfectly apparent that there is no world state, 

nor will there be for the foreseeable future. Rather, it is to point out there is increased cognizance 

of the existence and power of a world society. This resonates many ways through contemporary 

society, e.g. in the way we to an ever-increasing extent frame our lives against a global standard. 

As eloquently noted by Meyer (2007, p. 263): “The effects of all of this is sometimes 

differentiation and inequality, but also often worldwide waves of copying of fashionable 

institutions and policies. The world is an extraordinarily unequal place, and filled with distinctive 

cultures, but models of the good society are strikingly isomorphic. And changes in these models 

flow around the world with great rapidity: adopted often on an enthusiastic and voluntaristic basis 

by societies eager to progress.”. These cultural and institutional spill-overs are happening at 

unprecedented rates and are quintessential in the context of this thesis’ RQ. The increased 

adherence to standard setting institutions such as the UN, NATO, the WTO and for Europe’s case 

particularly, the EU can be viewed as facilitators of this ‘cross-national isomorphism’. 

Despite all of the elements constituting globalization, each having their own intricate sub-set 

variables and scholarly interest, the thesis shall refrain to go into further detail since this would be 

out of the scope and goal of the proposed RQ. Whether the effects of globalization are viewed as 

positive or negative, depends fundamentally on the place you choose to zoom in, as we shall see 

in the case studies.  

The following section will broaden the scope from engaging the variables individually to viewing 

them in a broader context. Specifically, it will suggest that substantial insights and structure can be 
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added to the thesis by viewing the rises of the RR as the response of ‘three revolts’ against the 

contemporary political, cultural and economic paradigm.  

6.10 The Three Revolts and the Radical Right 

As mentioned earlier in the thesis, it is difficult if not impossible to make distinctions, without 

simplifying the world we try to make sense of. But what if the real world, fueled by globalization 

(in the broadest sense) has evolved complexities beyond our cognitive understanding. What if 

certain social phenomena such as e.g. the global rise of the RR are too intangible and complex in 

nature to be directly observed? This argument, in a different guise, admittedly, was suggested in 

the PoS section. If indeed the complexities of the phenomena we investigate have transcended 

our cognitive capabilities, one of the few options we have as scholars of these phenomena is to 

create simplified versions of reality that to the largest possible extent can encompass, account and 

explain the social phenomenon in question.  

Vital aspects of this has already been undertaken in the micro, meso and macro section of the 

thesis. However, this thesis proposes another perspective of the RR that can provide additional 

insights on the question of why we observe a global rise in the RR, and if indeed there is a pattern 

to this rise. The notion is to view the overarching reasons for the rise of the RR as a trifecta of 

increasingly vociferous ‘revolts’.  

More concretely, this entails that we analyze the rise of the RR as three distinct revolts against the 

status quo and these are: ‘The Cultural Revolt’, ‘The Political Revolt’ and ‘The Economic Revolt’. 

The distinction drawn in the previous section between the economic and the cultural-institutional 

perspectives of globalization is an interesting way to make an intangible, complex phenomenon 

more palpable. In a similar fashion viewing the rise of the RR as a result of these ‘three revolts’ can 

produce valuable insights that would otherwise have avoided detection. (The thesis drew 

inspiration for investigating the problematic through the lenses of cultural, political and economic 

revolts by a lecture giving by Harvard Professor Peter A. Hall on the roots of the new populism 

(Hall, University of Vilnius, 05/23/17).) 

Each of the variables that were assessed in the micro, meso, macro framework intermingles in one 

or several of these ‘revolt’ camps. The trifecta, or threefold distinction is a useful heuristic for this 
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thesis for a number of reasons. It adds principal insights and furthers the general understanding of 

what overarching categorical reasons that have enabled the rise of the RR. Up until this point the 

thesis has established that a tremendously wide array of variables affects this intricate and 

complicated phenomenon. In attempts to make sense of and disentangle these and thus broaden 

the horizon of the thesis’ case studies, the utilization of this perspective can arguably provide 

valuable insights. Thus, the following section will briefly outline the ‘three revolts’ which will act as 

the last stepping stone before the case study section will commence.  

6.11 The Economic Revolt 

The economic revolt revolves around a range of frustrations caused by economic developments. 

At its roots the loss of jobs in the wake of outsourcing plays a dominant role. As is well known , 

outsourcing is a product of globalization, and more concretely it can be directly traced to the de-

regulation of capital mobility. Mark Blyth (A) (2016) has created two illuminating tables that 

illustrate the eras before and after the international deregulation of capital (See Appendix 2 & 3).  

The first paradigm is coined the debtors paradise due to high inflation. High inflation rates were 

the inevitable result following the post WW 2 Keynesian policies to minimize unemployment for all 

costs, an inevitability that was foreseen by a Polish economist Kalecki in the mid 1940’s. Kalecki 

presciently deduced that as a result of the rising inflation, a neoliberal revolution was inevitable 

since this was the only way to restore margins and control to the investor class (Blyth, 2016). 

Three decades later when inflation rates soared, the critical juncture of the 1970’s oil crises caused 

what was to be known as stagflation. The actions to battle this was strikingly close to what Kalecki 

predicted and the results were observed to be: “The set of institutions that emerged over the next 

30 years has its own endogenous fragilities – winner-take-all rewards, wage stagnation for many, 

and a global reshuffling of incomes (to use Branko Milnavic’s phrase) that benefitted Asia and the 

OECD super-rich but led to real income decline in the middle and lower end of the income 

distribution in the EU and the US – at least pre-tax”. (Blyth (A), 2016, p. 326). Combine this with 

the macroeconomic austerity programs employed by countless states in the aftermath of the 

recent financial crisis, and this provides a significantly powerful argument for public dissatisfaction 

with the contemporary political establishment. Contempt for the contemporary mainstream 

political parties is one of the driving forces behind the RR as established earlier. Thus, Blyth’s 
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notions provide critical arguments for an economic revolt based on critical junctures that will be 

revisited and discussed in more detail in the case study section.  

 

6.12 The Cultural Revolt 

Cultural variables have often in the social sciences been deemed inertial especially relative to 

political and economic variables. While it might be more slowly changing than the other two, 

treating cultural variables as inertial is dubious at best. The graph below beautifully exemplifies 

why this is the case. More concretely, it shows how the Western World has culturally 

metamorphosed towards embodying postmaterialist values in a single generation. This evidence 

does not only underline the fallacy of treating cultural values as static constants, further it 

succinctly shows how tremendous, overarching vicissitudes can unfold relatively quickly, here 

driven by generational change (Inglehart & Welzel, 2005).  

 

Postmaterialist values are associated with e.g. gender equality, sexual equality (gay marriages 

etc.), abortion tolerance, racial equality etc. Not only does the graph clearly depict the trend 

towards the adoption of postmaterialist values it also underlines the cultural aspect of the 

‘globalization’ section’s point about national value convergence. Furthermore, recent 

developments such as the #me-too movement and the whole political correctness debate can also 

be argued to be symptomatic of a border-transcending shift towards postmaterialist values.  
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The conflict with Post-Materialism revolves around moral conservatism which fundamentally 

questions the recent leaps towards post-materialism (Arzheimer, 2018). The ‘old ways’ have 

vanished over the course of a generation leading many voters to feel disconnected from the 

country they once felt a strong sense of belonging to. This cultural divide is widening the gap 

between mainstream politicians and the people comprising the diminishing working class, with a 

particular emphasis on the segment of white males without a college education. As summarized 

by Simon Bornschier (2018, p. 216): “In conjuncture with the rising salience of the new cultural 

divide, not only do individuals with higher education have a propensity to vote for the New Left, 

but those with lower education provide disproportionate support for the RR (Knutsen 2002; 

Bornschier 2010a; Stubager 2010).”. Furthermore, the impact of the alienation of the ‘real people’ 

can be used to legitimize the immigrant-antagonistic narratives of the RR as will be exemplified by 

the case studies.  

6.13 The Political Revolt 

The political revolt is siphoning its power from the global rise in populism and its ensuing dualistic 

worldview. In essence, the argument is that the mainstream political parties (often referred to as 

the political elite) have paid no attention to its constituents inspiring growing apathy and/or 

anger. The data provided Chase H. Foster and Jeffry A. Frieden brilliantly depicts the falling trust 

levels of different European population segments (segmented on educational level) in their 

national governments (Foster & Frieden, 2017): 
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A similar political distrust is prevalent in Brazil with only 9% of voters believing in the 

government’s ability to better the economy, only 15% approving the government’s leadership and 

a stunningly 78% perceive the government as corrupt (World Poll, 2015). In America a comparable 

trend of doubt is displayed (Pew Research Center, 12/14/2017):  

 

 

The most important takeaways are arguably that there appears to be a distinct correlation 

between the trust in governments and education level, and that the overall trust in governments 

seems to be declining. These are quintessential points that will provide a pivotal impetus for 

analysis in the case studies and subsequent discussion following the comparative analysis. The 

rising discontent permeates the ‘political revolt’ and thus gradually radicalizes constituents to 

become increasingly susceptible to populist rhetoric.  

An important discourse in the literature has hypothesized that the rise of the RR can be linked to 

decreases in social status. This notion, in particular as it is laid out by Hall & Gidron (2018), 

provides significant insights in the complexity and the interrelationships within the ‘revolts’ of the 

RR.  
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6.14 Social Status and the Radical Right 

(The loss of) Social status has been presented as a key variable in uncovering the reasons behind 

the shift towards the RR. In a cross-national study based on survey data from 20 developed 

democracies Gidron and Hall (2018) hypothesize to view status anxiety, i.e. the fear of losing social 

status, as a proximate variable to explain the rise in support for the RR. The study finds that lower 

levels of subjective social status are correlated with adherence to the RR. Furthermore, they 

identify sets of cultural, political and economic developments that are likely causational factors 

behind the depressed social status of predominantly the voting segment of white males without a 

college education (Hall & Gidron, 2017, p. 1). This underlines a critical point that have escaped 

other studies focusing on just one of the proposed three revolts; neither the variables nor ‘the 

revolts’ exist in a trichotomy. Rather, the variables interact, mingle, clash and coalesce into new 

entities across a temporal continuum and these exchanges are quintessential to understand if a 

truthful picture of the global rise of the RR is to be ascertained. By extension, nothing in the 

context of the phenomenon in question can be said to exist in a vacuum – an effect extrapolated 

by the on-going ramifications of globalization. 

The previous sections have attempted to depict the rise of the RR as a trifecta of ‘revolts’. The 

weighting of the cultural, political and economic dimensions of the rise of the RR is debated 

heavily. However, what can hardly be disputed is that the variables comprising these dimensions 

do not exist in a vacuum; they can provide input for each other, they interact, collide, and 

sometimes coalesce into new variables. Further, by approaching the rise of RR as a result of ‘three 

revolts’, the thesis has carefully outlined a framework that can add additional perspective for the 

case studies. This framework will help the thesis to ensure as equal a treatment of each of the 

cases as possible.  As noted, this is not to force similarities upon the individual cases, rather it is 

done in attempts to treat them similarly since this is a pivotal precondition in the undertaken 

‘MDSD’ approach.  
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7. Case study: Brazil 

Brazil and the populist right share a long history. The following section will in the spirit of historical 

institutionalism briefly outline this relationship in order to establish the context in which the 

analysis of the current rise, personified by the victory of Jair Bolsonaro, can be performed.  

Brazil’s first nationalist and populist ruler rose to power in 1930 and was named Getulio Vargas 

and marked the era from 1930-1960 as the so-called ‘classical populists’ or first-generation 

populists. During this era Brazil experienced tremendous economic and social change, and in 

particular, the newly enfranchised urban middle class broadened the diversity of Brazil’s 

constituency, meanwhile the rural poor areas were largely ignored (Leslie, 2018). The country’s 

economic policy backbone was import substitution industrialization (ISI), through which the 

various administrations promoted: “…Industries through state-owned enterprises, infrastructure 

investment, and incentives to favored private firms. A strong safety net, including health care and 

pensions, existed only for formal urban workers, who benefited from bargains driven by their 

unions.” (Pio, 2013, p. 1). This strategy permeated four decades of economic policy and provided 

substantial economic gains with a tremendously uneven distribution.  

 In 1963-64 a coup d’état supported by the US government overthrew President João Goulart’s 

government leaving Brazil to be ruled by an authoritarian military government, which reigned until 

1985 (Pereira, 2016). In the aftermath of the oil shocks of 1978/79, inflation soared, debts 

skyrocketed and as a result faith in the military rule shrunk. This led to an uncommonly rare 

realization among authoritarian military governments which launched a soft transitioning towards 

democratization. The process was begun in 1979 and facilitated a gradual democratic transition 

with direct elections for major state and municipal offices in 1982 and a presidential election in 

1985 where Tancredo Neves was elected. The disproportionate focus on constituents in 

metropolitan areas was sought to be eliminated by a revision of the constitution in 1988 that 

emphasized universal access to health facilities and increased government spending on education 

and pensions (Pio, 2013). The success was limited, and the economic conditions exacerbated the 

good intension resulting in the creation of what can be argued to be Latin America’s first 

indigenous multinational enterprise (Quijano, 1993). The enterprise’s business was: “The 

production, processing, and international distribution of cocaine” (Leeds, 1991, p. 48). According 
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to Leeds (1991), the state failed to provide the constitutional public services highlighted above. 

Meanwhile the state was responsible for creating the public perception of danger to justify 

presence and often action of the police or the military, which enabled what she coins “new 

channels of clientelistic relationships” (P. 77).  The universality of the social benefits ensured by 

the 1988 constitution became one of the key issues for arguably the most important figure in 

recent Brazilian politics, Luiz Inácio da Silva, better known as Lula. Lula and his Worker’s Party 

(Partido dos Trabalhadores, or PT) launched programs that expanded social welfare benefits most 

famously the hugely successful ‘Bolsa Familia’ program, that was designed to provide cash transfer 

to destitute families under the conditions of e.g. making the children of the family go to school 

and get vaccinated. The investment in human capital paid off, and after 10 years it was estimated 

that the program had reduced the amount of people living beneath the extreme poverty line from 

8,8% to 3,6% of the total population (Nobrega, The Guardian, 11/05/2013). Thus, Lula continued 

and furthered the leftist political discourse of Brazil, and with his administration’s emphasis on 

social welfare projects, he has been classified as part of the populist left (Carvalho, 2007). 

However, the success of the Lula administration’s social welfare programs such as Bolsa Familia, 

was facilitated by a turn in economic policies away from the ISI model towards more market-

oriented growth stimulus models (Pio, 2013).  Further, the world economy boomed which only 

added fuel to the thriving Brazilian economy which mustered the remarkable growth from a GDP 

of 669 billion USD in 2004 to the peak of 2.616 trillion USD in 2011 (World Bank, Appendix 5) and 

placed it as a member of the promising, rapidly growing BRIC countries (exemplified brilliantly by 

the Economist’s 2009 cover stating: “Brazil Takes Off” (Economist, 2009).  

Parallel with the tremendous economic growth of the 00’s, corruption scandals of  ever-increasing 

magnitude plagued Brazilian politics implicating politicians in both the legislative and executive 

branches of government sowing doubts in Lula’s administration. When Lula, bounded by 

constitutional law could not run for office more than twice (in a row, he ran for office in the recent 

election, the minimum ‘pause’ is four years, or one whole term), he passed the torch and riding on 

his popularity and support, Dilma Rousseff was elected. The prosperous and promising Lula era 

came to an end for an array of reasons, the most prominent being economic retrenchment in the 

aftermath of Global Financial Crisis (GFC). It is remarkable to note that Brazil was not immediately 

affected by the GFC (See appendix 5), however, the economic retrenchment following in its wake 
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eventually caught up and wreaked havoc on the Brazilian economy. Post 2011, years of economic 

stagnation ensued meanwhile the beforementioned corruption scandals grew in number and 

magnitude. President Rouseff was implicated and eventually in August 2016 impeached as a result 

of allegedly “manipulating national accounts” (Reuters, Hakim, 2016). The Worker’s Party’s 

reputation suffered greatly from the implications and the doubts of the “Lula model” proliferated. 

Finally, the most prominent corruption scandal known as ‘Lava Jato’ (Car-Wash Scandal) directly 

implicated Lula himself and consequently sent dramatic tremors through not just the integrity of 

the PT but arguably through the frail and youthful foundations of Brazilian democracy.  

This historically intertwined relationship provides the basis for an important argument for the 

Brazilian case; the RR is an inseparable part of the overarching socio-political history and 

consequently plays an important role in formation of the Brazilian macro-cultural identify. The 

arguments’ reach is extended when examining the recent dramatic rise of the RR in Brazil which 

will be investigated in the subsequent paragraphs starting off with an assessment of the macro -

level variable institutional factors. 

7.1 Institutional Factors: 

The electoral system of Brazil is built on the formulas of representational support. The power in 

the political system is primarily found in the executive branch or the government (Mainwaring, 

1991). The election process often has a majoritarian approach meaning that: “Election for most 

executive offices including president, governors, and mayors of cities with at least 200,000 voters, 

have a majoritarian format with a runoff between the two top finishers if nobody obtains 50 

percent of the vote in the first round” (Mainwaring, 1991, p. 22). While the electoral system acts 

as one of the foundational factors facilitating the playing field for politicians, political parties etc., 

the rules governing these are not unchanging. Assessing the electoral system of Brazil and how it 

foundationally affects the nature of parties, party systems, politician behavior and consequently 

voter strategy, Mainwaring suggests that the institutional design has been gradually altered to 

weaken party strength by incentivizing individualism within the political system (1991, p. 38): 

“Since the 1930s, Brazilian electoral legislation has had several unusual features that have 

encouraged antiparty behavior on the part of politicians. Along with other factors – the massive 

importance of the state bureaucracy, extreme social inequality, the early (relative to levels of per 
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capita income) development of sophisticated modern media, a presidential system, and frequent 

interventions by the executive power against parties – electoral legislation has contributed to the 

secular weakness of Brazilian parties.”  

Thus, the electoral system of Brazil can be argued to not only be a product of technical, legislative 

solutions to serve the ‘best interest’ of the country. The electoral system itself also reflects 

interests and hints at a political identity of Brazil that over time has been politicized to further 

individualism for politicians at the expense of party stability and collaboration. This evolution 

indicates a political system that induces a unique and uncompromising nature among the (well 

established) politicians: “Several aspects of Brazil’s electoral legislation have either no parallel or 

few parallels in the world and that no other democracy grants politicians so much autonomy vis-à-

vis their parties. This electoral legislation reinforces the individualistic behavior of politicians and 

has contributed to undermining efforts to build more effective political parties.” (Mainwaring, 

1991, p. 21).  

7.2 Crime in Brazil 

In the context of the rise of the RR in Brazil, crime can be split into two main categories, the first 

one being corruption and the second one violent crimes. The corruption scandals, and particularly 

the Lava Jato, have been devasting to the leftist parties (particularly the Worker’s Party) despite 

implications permeating the whole political spectrum (Watts, The Guardian, 06/01/2017). The 

most pivotal development in the Lava Jato scandal was the implication of de Lula himself, which 

culminated in his disbarment and consequent incarceration, during his election campaign for PT in 

this year’s election. The veracity of the allegations is still being questioned, but as of the moment 

Lula is serving a 12-year sentence. Before Lula’s disbarment he led the race with 39% voter 

support followed by Jair Bolsonaro with 19% (Reuters, 08/31/2018) The PT prayed that the public 

appeal of Lula would prevail and that his running mate Fernando Haddad would be able to pick up 

the pieces, but despite PT’s tremendous lead, Jair Bolsonaro and the Partido Social Liberal came 

out victorious.  

The rise in violent crimes constitutes the other side of the crime coin in the Brazilian case and 

provides another powerful argument in favor of the rise of the RR. In 2017 more than 63,000 

homicides happened in Brazil as well as multiple prison rebellions. Organized crime proliferated 
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spreading criminal factions throughout Brazil (Leeds, 2018). The obvious consequence of the 

violent crime proliferation has been increased insecurity and frustration with the current 

administration’s handling of the issue. As a consequence, Leeds (2018) argues that this rise has 

pushed the constituents to search for a ‘savior’.  

Gleaming with nostalgic and direct references to the ‘glorious’ days of military authoritar ianism, 

Bolsonaro made is it a key issue to express zero tolerance towards both sides of the crime coin. His 

career as a hard-line captain in the Brazil military underlines his credibility with regards to crime 

alleviation among Brazilian constituents – despite his controversial views promoting extremely 

liberal gun laws as well as his promotion of a cart-blanche to police and military personnel’s 

firearm usage. These troubling sentiments have led many critics to argue that he is antidemocratic 

and authoritarian, indeed his running mate, former military general Hamilton Mourao, has publicly 

stated that, if elected the president could launch a coup backed by the military to overthrow 

democracy (Brum, The Guardian, 10/06/2018). The meso-level variable ‘The Party Ideology’ 

referring at its heart to the questioning of democracy re-emerges from the historical depths of 

RRP’s and RR social movements of the 1980s. The fact that the following statements have been 

uttered by Jair Bolsonaro (see appendix 6) himself in combination with his running mate’s public 

questioning of democracy and that these two people have been elected into office underscores 

the latent revolts of Brazilian constituents and that radical change has been voted the cure for the 

contemporary problems facing the country. 

7.3 Immigration and Unemployment 

In the Brazilian case, particularly ‘immigration’ has been a vital issue. Especially the border 

towards Venezuela where thousands of destitute Venezuelans immigrate have been used as an 

example to tighten immigration-policies. As stated by Bolsonaro in a tweet: “We will never 

withhold help to those in need, but immigration cannot be indiscriminate” (NY Times World, 

01/09/2019). Not only does the quote elude an oxymoronic rhetoric, but it clearly reflects the 

prescriptive, discriminatory traits of the Nativism (see section 3.3). Further, Bolsonaro has only 1 

week into his presidency announced the retraction from the United Nation’s ‘Global Compact for 

Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration’. This is a substantial deviation from Brazil’s reputation as a 
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nation welcoming to foreigners and can arguably be said to be ‘the new standard’ for Brazil’s 

stance on immigration (Londoño, NY Times, 01/09/2019).  

7.4 The Economic, Cultural and Political Revolts in Brazil  

At the root of - not just the rise - but rather the election of the RR in Brazil lies a chain of almost 

perfectly timed events that in combination with the economic, cultural and political history of 

Brazil, as outlined in the preceding paragraphs. As noted by esteemed MIT senior fellow and Brazil 

expert Elizabeth Leeds on the RR’s dramatic ascension in Brazil: “Starting in the late 2000’s Brazil’s 

perfect storm of negative trends opened the floodgates for the ascension of Bolsonaro”. The 

‘perfect storm’ is comprised of events that resonate the points made in the economic, cultural and 

political revolts’ section of the thesis as the following paragraph will demonstrate.  

7.5 The Revolts of Brazil 

The Brazilian case resonates the overarching points about the (Mark Blyth (A&B), 2016) macro-

economic arguments for RR support in an overarching sense. Economic disparity has been 

established as conducive for RR support, and this trend is clearly apparent in the Brazilian case. 

Viewing appendix 5, a painful recession is discernable from 2010-2015 with economic output 

declining from peaking 2.616 trillion $ to 1.794 trillion $. This 31,5% decrease in GDP over five 

years can be viewed as a tremendous conducer of RR support – particularly as a potent catalyst of 

the other favorable conditions constituting Leeds’ (2018) ‘perfect storm of negative trends’. Thus, 

the recent half-a-decade with recession has exacerbated living standards for the average Brazilian 

and consequently primed the Brazilian electorate to support Bolsonaro.  

The correlation between RR support economic disparity is also discernable through the success of 

Lula’s administration that was highly contingent on economic growth. In other words, Lula’s 

historic soaring popularity should also be accredited to the favorable economic juncture during his 

presidency. This could be viewed as a ‘breeze of positive trends’ in that the combination of a his 

ambitious, expensive social-welfare policies and the favorable economic juncture made a cocktail 

inducive to not just economic growth, but the most substantial lift of the poverty line in Brazilian 

history. If the economic juncture had not been favorable, programs such a ‘Bolsa Familia’ could 

have proved devasting. 

https://www.nytimes.com/by/ernesto-londono
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7.6 Brazil and the Cultural Revolt 

The ‘cultural revolt’ is discernable through Bolsonaro’s radical outbreak against anti -

postmaterialist values and the traction these have received. The homophobia emanating from 

misguided religious beliefs seems most striking, particularly considering the liberal discourse Brazil 

has been on for the last several decades. Despite the immigration issue not being at the very top 

of Bolsonaro’s campaign, the immediate action only a week into his Presidency to retract from the 

above-mentioned UN-accord highlights immigration as an important variable. The accord does not 

carry legally binding obligations, however, the decision to withdraw sends the unequivocal signal 

to Brazilians and foreigners alike, that Brazil has changed fundamentally.  

 

7.7 Brazil and the Political Revolt 

Politically, the electoral system of Brazil can be viewed as a catalyst of public sentiments. The 

individualism is arguably a multiplicator of populist sentiments. With prevalent leftist government 

dominating Brazil since the re-democratization, the evident corruption scandals and the media’s 

emphasis on the left’s part and thus guilt therein (and of Lula’s in particular), the narrative for a 

protest vote has been set up. The protest vote can in the Brazilian case be argued to have legs in 

all three ‘revolts’. The protest vote is against corruption (‘allegedly’ embodied by the left), the 

rising crime (‘allegedly’ neglected by the left), the economy (overspending by the left as well as a 

failure to maintain the growth and wage increases of the 00’s), the popu lar disenchantment of the 

political class (‘allegedly’ caused by the left). It is easy to see that if these ‘allegations’ against the 

left are received as truthful by the electorate, there is suddenly a tremendous political void to be 

seized. Consequently, the thesis argues that the conditions for the success of the RR in Brazil 

existed because of the current unsuccessful political discourse of the PT. Despite their former 

success, the electorate seemingly buys the idea that the incredible growth facilitated by the left in 

the 00’s is being overshadowed by their recent display of political inadequacy.  
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7.8 Jair Bolsonaro – A Critical Juncture? 

Stepping back from the Brazilian case and viewing it at the greatest possible distance, the 

combination of events spearheaded by the election of Bolsonaro can be argued to be what HI 

deems a ‘critical juncture’ or what Thomas Kuhn deems a ‘paradigm change’. As remarked, for 

such statements to be thoroughly investigated and verified, more time i.e. perspective would be 

required, however, this thesis would dare to claim that the conditions for a critical juncture are 

present for the reasons presented above. An appropriate example is only hours into the Bolsonaro 

administration’s reign, a troubling assault on rainforest protections was launched in the form of an 

“executive order transferring the regulation and creation of new indigenous reserves to the 

agriculture ministry – which is controlled by the powerful agribusiness lobby” (Phillips, The 

Guardian, 01/02/2019). 

 

8. Case Study: Denmark 

Unlike a multitude of other European countries, RR support subculture was relatively weak in 

Denmark during the 1930s and 40s. The fascist National-Socialist Worker’s Party failed to cross the 

2% voter threshold to enter the national parliament in both 1935 and 1939 (Art, 2013). Public 

belief in RR ideology took a justifiable beating in the aftermath of the second World War and 

seeing as support was hardly present before the war, RR movements had a very difficult time to 

gain momentum for subsequent decades. The rise of the RR in Denmark can be traced as far back 

as the “landslide” election of 1973, where the highly controversial ‘Progress Party’ (PP) 

(Fremskridtspartiet) among other parties entered the national parliament for the first time. What 

was most remarkable was the rapid success of the PP which was created in 1971 by the 

charismatic solicitor Mogens Glistrup. In the election of 1973, the party managed to get 15,9% of 

the total votes making it the second largest party in Denmark at the time (Bejder & Kristensen, 

2012). The key issues of the party revolved around protests against the rising taxation following in 

the aftermath of the 1960’s booming public spending and the institutional development of the 

renowned Danish ‘welfare state’ as well as the antagonization of the ‘papirnusseri’ /bureaucracy 

of the public sector (Bejder & Kristensen, 2012). Furthermore, the PP’s stance was very critical of 
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Danish participation in international institutional setups such as the EU, NATO and the Nordic 

Council. The party’s inception could thus be viewed as a reaction to the political reforms of the 

50’s and 60’s facilitated primarily by the Social Democrat party who dominated the executive 

branch from 1953-68 and again from 1971-73 (Bejder & Kristensen, 2012). Furthermore, the 

overarching global recession following the 1973 oil shock also helped fuel the public outrage 

against the seemingly ever-growing public sector. Additionally, long periods of full employment 

made it appealing to the Social Democrat government of the 60’s to invite ‘guest workers’ into 

Denmark to do the ‘unattractive’ jobs, a stance that eventually inspired the last key issue and of 

the PP, nationalism. Thus, the PP’s raison d’être was a protest and populist sentiment that was 

fueled by outrage against the contemporary ‘inclusive’ discourse of Danish politics.   

In many ways, it was the combination of these factors that facilitated what was to be known as the 

‘landslide’ election which to a certain extent can be explained by HI’s concepts of path 

dependence and critical junctures. The reforms created in the 50-60’s bannered by the Social 

Democrats created institutions that would further the path towards an ever-increasing welfare 

state and increased Danish participation in international cooperation inevitably furthering the 

‘papirnusseri’ (bureaucracy). In line with the presented points of Mahoney (see 6.3 ‘Path 

Dependence’) this path dependence of created coupled actions and counter-reactive events that 

eventually caused the ‘landslide’ election/the critical juncture in 1973 to happen. The PP was the 

well-timed neo-liberal, populist response to the path dependence of the prevalent political 

discourse in Denmark. The punctuated equilibrium that followed in the Danish political arena, was 

best exemplified by the fact that up until 1993 Denmark was governed by only minority 

governments demonstrating a much more volatile political climate compared to the paradigm 

predating the 1973 ‘landslide’ election (Bejder & Kristensen, 2012). 

Despite its electoral successes, the PP’s support gradually dwindled, and the internal party 

struggles and differences eventually caused the final dissolution of the PP in 2001 (Johansen, 2018, 

p. 40). The internal struggles emanated from the case of tax fraud made against Glistrup, which 

after he was found guilty expulsed him from Parliament and sent him to prison. During this time, 

Pia Kjærsgaard, in particular, attempted to make the party increasingly critical towards 

immigrants. Nationalism gradually evolved into nativism (Brunbech, 2011). This discourse paid off 

in terms of mandates in the election of 1988 and was thus the last political upswing of The PP (See 
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Appendix 8). In 1995, after continuing party entropy, Pia Kjærsgaard left and based on the anti -

immigrant discourse, she had helped foster in the PP, created her own political party: Dansk 

Folkeparti or The Danish People’s Party (DPP).  

 

8.1 The Danish People’s Party 

The DPP is constructed on the ethno-nationalist frame, quite comparable to the referenced 

‘master frame’ conceived by Front Nationale during the 1980’s. Unlike the PP, the DPP places 

immigration at the very top of their priorities. The DPP has both rhetorically and in their party-

program explicitly outlined their nativist approach towards immigration: “Denmark is not a 

country of immigration and has never been one. We can therefore not accept a multiethnic 

transformation of the country.” (DPP’s Party-program, 2018). It is Denmark, for the Danes. The 

rhetoric in their party program fails to define what constitutes a ‘Dane’, leaving it up to the reader 

to fill out the blanks. From their political statements and postulations, however, it quickly 

becomes apparent how these blanks regarding other cultures, in particular Islamic, should be filled 

out (See appendix 7).  

These quotes paint a vivid picture of a homophobic, xenophobic – particularly Islamophobic 

political party. It clearly resonates the dualism highlighted symptomatic of the RR, the need to 

draw the us vs. them distinction and furthermore, to simplify, through generalization, whole 

populations comprised of a broad array of subsequent cultures, opinions and religious discourses. 

According to the publicly available data from the Danish Parliament’s webpage (Appendix 8), in its 

first eligible election in 1998, the DPP party received 7,4% of the vote. As noticeable this figure 

grew to 12% in 2001 and remained in that vicinity for the following decade. In 2015 DPP’s vote 

count leaped to 21,1%. Likewise, in the EU Parliamentary elections, DPP has from 2009-2014 

increased their voter share from 357,942 to 605,766 votes (Danish Parliament’s/Folketinget’s 

Webpage - EU oplysningen).  

The previous section has touched upon a broad array of micro and meso variables in their 

unveiling of the rise of the RR in Denmark. The following section will focus on arguably the most 
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influential meso level variable (in Danish context) of the micro-meso-macro framework and assess 

to what extent this has fueled the DPP’s rapid increase in voter support.  

 

8.2 Party Convergence Within the Political Space 

Party convergence refers to the conversion between parties within the political space that has 

been argued to provide political opportunities for emerging parties in particular (Kitschelt, 1994 & 

Rydgren, 2010). It is placed at the meso level because it relates to party ideology and the intra-

party dynamics of the political system rather than the overarching institutional factors of political 

system.  

The beforementioned hegemonic collapse of the Social Democracy’s ‘monopoly’ on the ‘working 

class’’ votes, broadened the opportunities of a leftist discourse, giving birth to Socialistisk 

Folkeparti and Enhedslisten (Socialist People’s Party and the Red-Green Alliance). Picking up on 

this development, the DPP gradually altered their original economic stance resonating that of the 

PP, to instead embody a more inclusive leftwing discourse and thereby attract undecided voters 

across the left side of the political spectrum. As noted earlier, a political consensus on the 

universality of the ‘welfare state’ was gradually being established and as such, the political space 

within which political parties could maneuver shrunk (since being against the welfare state would 

be considered political suicide). Thus, the decreased political maneuverability along with the 

dissolution of ‘the working class’ (see section 8.2) unrattled the political cage, forcing parties to 

rethink their position and in thus causing party convergence. The party convergence brought 

about a range of issues among the four mainstream parties: Venstre, Konservative, Radikale 

Venstre and Socialdemokratiet. The convergence fostered public voter apathy, because the parties 

increasingly adapted each other’s stances. As noted by Rydgren (2010, p. 14.): “Such a [party] 

convergence can fuel political distrust and alienation by aggravating the feeling that there are no 

significant and relevant differences between the parties, and in so doing create an atmosphere in 

which political discontent can be articulated and mobilized.” This is a trend that has tremendously 

benefited the DPP. Because of their radical and unorthodox postulations in the immigration 

debate, the constituents did not label the DPP as paralyzed to the same extent as many other 

parties. One of the best examples of this, is the DPP’s slogan for the 2015 election campaign 
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(Author’s translation from DPP’s Website): “You  know what we stand for” and party leader 

Kristian Thulesen Dahl’s re-articulation in 2018 (DPP’s Website): “You still know, what we stand 

for” which has received a lot of media attention. This extends into the realm of the media, which 

by this thesis is deemed a quintessential factor in the Danish rise of the RR.  

8.3 Media: 

The media has played a vital role in the rise of the RR in Denmark in particular with regards to 

agenda setting and politicizing the immigration issue in Danish politics (Rydgren, 2010). The DPP’s 

gradual furthering and extension of their ethno-nationalist ideas was quickly picked up by Danish 

media; a content analysis unveiled that the press and state television framed immigration to 

Denmark primarily as a problem (Gaasholt & Togeby, 1995. Hussain, 2000). By extension the 

media framing of immigration catalyzed the DPP narrative: “The ethno-nationalist/ethno-pluralist 

framing of the immigration issue had great impact, also at a voter level: in 1985, 23 percent of the 

voters agreed with the statement “immigration is a serious threat against our distinctive national 

character”, in 1987 the percentage had doubled to 47%”. (Andersen, 1999 quotes by Rydgren, 

2010, p. 9). Riding on the wave of increased public sentiment for the antagonization of 

immigration, newspapers made it a dominant topic throughout the 1990’s. The DPP’s extensively 

attempted to magnify the media’s negative framing by producing a vast number of articles for 

newspaper agencies, predominantly the tabloid press and in particular the tabloid paper 

Ekstrabladet. Former MP Søren Krarup, authored more than 200 articles for Ekstrabladet alone 

(Rydgren, 2010, p. 10). The media’s antagonization of the immigration issue created a political 

demand to address the issue, and as such, indirectly furthered the legitimacy of DPP’s agenda.  

 

8.4 The Danish Political Revolt  

The political revolt in favor of the DPP’s antagonistic narrative of immigration grew substantially in 

terms of votes from the election in 2011 to the 2015 (See Appendix 8). The rampaging Syrian 

refugee crisis can be argued to be one of the driving forces behind this trend. The open gates of 

e.g. neighboring Germany and Sweden and their subsequent integration issues reinforced the 

DPP’s narrative and bolstered its legitimacy.  
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Building on the historical, media framed, incremental development of the antagonistic narrative 

on immigration and refugees, the thesis would make the case that Denmark’s recent laws are 

symptomatic of the RR xenophobic discourse. The most prominent examples are:  

The passing of the controversial law on “masking” (effectively Burqa prohibition), the “jewelry 

law” (Allowing the authorities to confiscate refugees’ valuables exceeding a certain limit) and the 

very topical passing of the ‘Lindholm Island’ (A secluded internment camp for rejected asylum 

seekers from 2021). Seeing as DPP does not in any way hold a majority in Parliament, these laws 

clearly show a shift towards a RR agenda that would have been unheard of only a decade ago. The 

road to this point has been a gradual, but it would seem that the DPP has successfully managed to 

tap into the repressed sentiments of a sizeable and underrated fraction of the Danish 

constituency.    

 

8.5 The Danish Economic Revolt  

The economic revolt with regards to the Danish case is hard to identify, namely because of the 

point regarding the political universality of the welfare state.  

Thus, in the Economic Revolt of the Danish case it would prove more prudent to briefly elaborate 

on the successful DPP shift away from the Progress Party’s neoliberal economic stance. Whereas 

the original primary voting-driver had an economic nature (see appendix 9) the contemporary, 

non-economic motivations are more elusive. The DPP is traditionally placed to the very right of the 

political spectrum due to their stance on immigration, however, in terms of economic policy, it is 

an odd placement. This is because their economic discourse is increasingly tilting to the left 

favoring welfare increases (e.g. better elder care, DPP party-program). On the strict conditions, 

that the benefits are only received by ‘the real’ Danes. This embrace of traditionally leftist values 

has helped the DPP to substantially broaden their public appeal, and in this adapt the ‘master 

frame’ (Mudde; 2007, 2012 and Bar-On, 2018) of the RR to the Danish macro-cultural context.  
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8.6 The Danish Political Revolt  

As briefly noted earlier, it is interesting to keep in mind, that Denmark has not historically shown 

the traits that catalyzed the European authoritarian rises of the 1930’s, but that these have started 

to emerge throughout the contemporary electorate. This suggests that the literature rightfully 

draws a sharp distinction between the radical rises of the 30’s and 40’s and the ones we are 

observing today. Furthermore, it would also indicate that Denmark’s macro -cultural identity has 

changed, fueling the argument against inertial cultural identify.  

 As depicted in the graph depicting adaptation of postmaterialism (see section 6.12), Denmark is 

one of the countries that has experienced the greatest leap in postmaterialist values since the 

1970’s. This relatively swift change and the increasing openness towards postmaterialist issues 

have had the consequence of dazing older generations of the populations. This along with the 

contemporary rising requirement to be politically correct has made fractions of the particularly 

older generations feel a sudden sense of alienation, subsequently creating a disheartened 

segment of the population that desperately clings on to what they identify as Danish. Adding on to 

this, the media’s framing of particularly the immigrant issue has catalyzed xenophob ia within the 

Danish constituents, incrementally enabling sharper and more direct and crude rhetoric,  

ultimately resulting in the recent controversial laws (see section 8.4 last paragraph).  

8.7 The Danish Cultural Revolt 

In line with the arguments of Rydgren (2010), this thesis would argue that it wasn’t until the 

inception of DPP that Denmark got its first real RR party. The driving argument for this is the 

populist and protest origins of the PP vis-à-vis DPP’s ethno-nationalist impetus. A primary 

characteristic of RRPs has been their ability to mobilize working-class voters, and in this regard 

DPP is no exception: “In 2001, for instance, the proportion of workers among the Danish People’s 

Party’s voters was 56 percent (and 49 percent in 1998), which should be compared to 43 percent 

of the Social Democrat voters in the 2001 election (Goul Andersen 2004: 25; Andersen 1999b: 

14).” (Rydgren, 2010, p. 4). Thus, after only 3 years of being politically active, the DPP had 

managed to provide better representation for the working class. The working class has historically 

voted for left-wing parties based on their economic inclinations with the transcending mantra of 

being the ‘defenders of the workers’ in a capitalist world. This mantra overshadowed the voters’ 
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sentiments towards the parties’ positions on socio-cultural areas, which is well-supported by 

Inglehart (2016) who shows the rising salience of non-economic issues relative to the decreasing 

salience of economic issues (See appendix 9). As argued by Lipset (1981) the working class has 

been at odds with the socio-cultural positions of the left, on average the working class had been 

considerably more authoritarian (Rydgren, 2007). However, the left parties’ insurances and 

political emphasis on broadly furthering the salience of the economic rights of the workers 

overshadowed the authoritarian inclinations on the social and cultural fronts. With time, the 

economic focus started to dwindle, and correspondingly the social and cultural dimension gained 

salience. Coincidingly, class voting as a concept started to dissolve: “The level of class voting (i.e., 

the percentage of the workers that vote according to their class interests, that is, on the left 

parties) has decreased in most West European countries, Denmark included (Clark & Lipset 2001) 

Between 1966 and 2001, working class support for Socialist parties in Denmark decreased 

dramatically, from 81 to 41 percent (Goul Andersen 2004: 14). The loss of working-class support 

was particularly great among the young workers” (Rydgren, 2010, p. 5.). Consequently, the 

hegemonic status of the Social Democratic party was no more, but what is exceedingly remarkable 

and interesting in the Danish case is that the public sentiment towards the welfare state did not 

change with it. This quite clearly indicates that welfare has become an integral and inseparable 

part of the Danish constituency’s macro-cultural identity. Another strong argument for this case is, 

not a single party, regardless of how ‘liberal’, dares to say that they are against the concept of the 

welfare state.  

 

9. Case Study of The United States of America 

The election of Donald Trump left many, political experts and novices alike, with dangling jaws. 

How was it possible for a political neophyte who employed a blatantly xenophobic, deep-seated 

misogynist, paranoid conspiracist, populist rhetoric to become the primary candidate of the GOP 

(The Republican Party) and against all odds win the presidential election in 2016? (Pippa & 

Inglehart, 2016). The upcoming sections will investigate what has led to this political reality 

starting off with a brief recapitulation of the history of the RR in America. 
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9.1 America and the Reactionary Right 

In 2010 America experienced a reanimation of the reactionary right with the emergence of the Tea 

Party. The reactionary right, often organized as movements can be defined as: “a social movement 

that acts on behalf of relatively advantaged groups with the goal of preserving, restoring, and 

expanding the rights and privileges of its members and constituents. These movements also 

attempt to deny similar rights and privileges to other groups in society . . . [something that] 

distinguishes right-wing movements from progressive movements.” (Rory McVeigh, quoted in 

Parker, 2018, p. 630). The ‘advantaged’ group has historically been identified as people who were 

white, predominantly male, middle-class, native-born, Christian, and heterosexual i.e. the 

‘classical’ cultural image of the American identity (Parker, 2018, p. 631). In many ways, this is the 

overarching, permeating trait of American reactionary movements, from the Ku Klux Klan of the 

1920’s, to the John Birch Society (JBS), through the Tea Party (TP) and to its most recent guise, the 

so called ‘Alt-America’. Whereas the racial violence of the Klan is very well documented, what is 

often left out is that they also monitored and violently countered the activities of individuals guilty 

of other ‘moral evils’ such as cheating and domestic abusers. Thus, through their actions, the Klan 

was effectively stating that the legal system was insufficient in addressing the wrongs of the 

country, legitimizing the ‘true’ citizens to take the law into their own hands in pursuit of justice. In 

the mid-1920’s KKK counted more than 4 million men or 15% of American men. These men saw 

their way of life, their communities as being beset from multiple racial sides: “Blacks posed a 

threat socially, Jews economically, and Catholic politically.” (Parker, 2018, p.  634). Consequently, 

it was not just a right, but a duty to repress these races to ensure continuing stability throughout 

American society. With such a substantial portion of the population supporting it, it was quite 

surprising that in less than a decade the number dwindled into insignificance. This was fueled by 

several important factors: Firstly, the contemporary presidents Warren Harding and Calvin 

Coolidge openly opposing the Klan. Secondly, the KKK’s vision of America being eaten away by 

foreign ideologies, immigration and moral decay never came close to becoming a reality. The 1st 

World War’s recession subsided in the early twenties, and thus provided an important economic 

counterargument against the pessimistic epistemology of the KKK. Thirdly, the white Protestants 

remained dominant in all branches of government making the alleged racial infiltration argument 

of the KKK a lot less powerful (Rothman, 2016).  
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It is important to note that despite KKK support diminished, their ideals didn’t die with them. 

Rather, they remained dormant, and three decades later fueled by the escalating Cold-War and 

outrage against the Civil Rights Movement, they re-surfaced. This time in the guise of the 

revitalization of the KKK as well as Robert Welch’s foundation of the JBS in 1958. JBS was an 

organization arising out of the fear of communism spreading both domestically and 

internationally: “Anything they [JBS members] perceived as a deviation from the ‘American’ way 

was labeled “communist”. This included racial and gender equality, what they believed was the 

moral “decay” of American society (e.g. Homosexuality, pornography, and the lack of deference to 

authority) …” (Parker, 2018, p. 634). This paranoid epistemology is based on what Hofstadter 

coined: Pseudo-conservatism. The Pseudo-conservative: “Believes himself to be living in a world in 

which he is spied upon, plotted against, betrayed, and very likely destined for ruin” (Hofstadter, 

1965, chapter 2). Thus, they embody the thesis’ outline of nativism (Section 3.3 and Appendix 1) 

with their binary, intolerant nature. The Manichean epistemology that through fear-based rhetoric 

dualizes, and thus simplifies, reality, so that commoners can make sense of it. The formula seems 

to access the fear of the unknown, preying on ignorance to create the dualistic us-vs-them 

narrative that suits and furthers the populist purpose at hand. In continuation, the following 

section will leap forward to more contemporary renditions of the RR with the inception of the Tea 

Party. 

9.2 The Tea Party – A Manifestation of the Reactionary Right 

In the leap from the JBS’ success in the late 50’s to the more contemporary emergence of the Tea 

Party, America’s demography changed substantially. In a single generation from 1970-2010 the 

percentage of the non-Hispanic white individuals declined from 83 to 63 percent (Parker, 2018). 

This 20-percentage point drop combined with the virulent debates about civil rights and post-

materialist values (see section 6.12), i.e. social change, stimulated the latent sentiments to 

become gradually more combustible. President Obama’s first inauguration in 2009 provided the 

sparks to set these sentiments ablaze (Neiwert, 2017). Shortly after the inauguration a range of 

organizations, committees and driven individuals amalgamated to create the Tea Party.  Only a 

year after, the Tea Party secured impressive results in both the House of Representatives and the 

Senate. At its peak, the coalesced Tea Party counted 550,000 core members, an outer layer that 

estimated three million people who either attended a rally, donated money or purchased Tea 
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Party Literature and finally the stratified layer of 63 million people (27% of the adult population) 

who, according to a study from 2010 at the University of Washington, strongly approved of the 

Tea Party (Parker, 2018, p. 636-637). Like the JBS’ distortion of communism, the Tea Party 

resonated this idea by portraying President Obama as a socialist. Thus, the paranoia of social 

change and the fact that a black President had taken office, re-invigorated the agenda of the RR 

and legitimized proclamations deeming Obama the “…defining and motivating threat to the 

country and its well-being” (Greenberg et. Al. 2010).  

 

9.3 The ‘Alt-Right’ America 

The ‘Alt-Right America’ (ARA) or ‘Alternative-Right America’ is best understood as an entrenched 

and isolated realm within the American political sphere. It revolves around a different axis, where 

e.g. peer-reviewed scientific evidence holds as much value as suppositions, often even less. It is a 

realm where conspiracy theories thrive and are being shared via the internet at astonishing speed, 

with permeating traits of nativism, populism, xenophobia and bigotry (See Appendix 10)  

As made quite evident by these statements, they are not, in any way, supported by scientific 

evidence. This complete dismissal of science paired with overt racism, xenophobia and bigotry 

gives lee way to people from the extremist right, whose voices historically have been deafened by 

their own extremism. Concretely, their ideology is remarkably similar to Neo-Nazism, laid out by 

David Neiwart (2016, p. 219): “… the core ideology of the alt-right was composed of anti-Semitism, 

“White countries for white people”; “Scientific racism”; “Opposition to feminism and ‘gender 

equality’”; “Support for traditional families”; the endorsement of “white history”; “common sense 

economics”; and the view of “the white struggle as a global battle”. Thus, the combination of th e 

traits outlined above make for a seriously dangerous cocktail, and if the trend of the ARA spreads 

and we cannot even agree on the most basic things, as e.g. the earth being spherical, then how 

can we possibly hope to solve the ever-more complex problems facing mankind.  

9.4 Party Strength – A Marriage of Convenience 

Part of the surprising success of Donald Trump was his ability to secure the spot as the Republican 

candidate. In 2015, Trump vowed, in writing, to support a GOP nominee if he failed to secure his 
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position as frontrunner for GOP in the presidential election. This was quite significant since GOP 

feared that if Trump would lose the frontrunner position, he would deviate and start his own party 

drawing significant numbers with him, numbers that might result in GOP failing to win the election 

(Jacobs, The Guardian, 09/03/2015). However, as evident he won the frontrunner position for the 

GOP and from his perspective utilized the support of many party loyal voters that he would have 

had a harder time to convince to shift to a new party. Thus, Trump running for the GOP turned out 

to be a very successful marriage of convenience for both parties. An important point, however, is 

that he by his highly controversial behavior has torn a wedge through the GOP creating difficulties 

for himself and the party which are still unfolding.  

9.5 Institutional Factors  

The electoral system of America has arguably contributed significantly to the fact that America has 

not experienced RR populist rule before the election of Donald Trump. The American institutional 

setup of the electoral system has in line with Norris (1997) been keeping RR populism at bay – at 

least from the executive branch of government, i.e. the legislative branch has been influenced by 

members representing e.g. the Tea Party, however, the Presidency has never before been subject 

to RR populist rule (Neiwert, 2017, p. 307). This argument trembles in the aftermath of the 

election of Trump, because now, it has happened. Whereas the literature has been focused on the 

establishment of new RR parties and their life cycles, little effort has gone into the circumvention 

and manipulation of existing party structures to secure RR ascension.  

 

9.6 Crime – Make America Hate Again 

Crime is an interesting variable in the American context, mainly because Trump’s political 

narrative emphasized immigrants (in particular Mexicans) as being equivalent to criminals. He 

openly stated, that: “When Mexico sends its people, they’re not sending their best…they’re 

sending people that have lots of problems, and they’re bringing those problems with them. 

They’re bringing drugs. They’re bringing crime. They’re bringing rapists” (Schwartz, 2015) This 

generalizing rhetoric has polarized the immigration debate and to a certain extent linked the 

‘crime’ and ‘immigration’ variables in the American context. By extension, Trump has also been 
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notorious in his shrouded condonement of violence at his rallies deeming supporters’ violence 

against protesters as “appropriate” and saying: “that’s what we need more of” (Levitz, 2016). 

Furthermore, after the first year with Trump as Commander-in-Chief, hate crimes rose by 17 

percent, primarily driven by racial and anti-Semitic attacks that have been linked to the wider 

public emergence of white supremacists and other hate groups (Ravani, The San Francisco 

Chronicle, 11/14/2018).  

 

9.7 Media Framing in America 

Media has played an absolutely quintessential role in the ascension of Trump.  In line with the 

arguments presented in the ARA paragraph, the narratives of media such as Fox News and other 

openly ultraconservative media and the spread of their doubtful (at best) news values were pivotal 

in the creation of the epistemological bubble that now firmly shelters core supporters, protecting 

them from science, doubts and reason. News agencies such as Fox employed a strategy that: “For 

every news event, these outlets were able to provide a right-wing, anti-liberal spin on it. More 

often than not, that spin was not just factually dubious, it was outrageously false. Their audiences 

were able to create a Patriot-style alternative universe for themselves that they could confirm by 

turning on their TVs.” (Neiwert, 2016, p. 88). Consequently, the thesis argues that a war was being 

waged among the different media types that represented distinctly different segments of the 

population, widening the cleft between these two groups to the point where they are shouting at 

each other from both sides, none of them listening to what the other group is screaming.  

Related to these ‘fake news’ came the tidal surge of anonymous emails that began during 

President Obama’s first presidency sowing doubts into his birth-certificate. This became one of 

Trump’s first noticeable political acts to support  for which he was openly ridiculed at the White 

House Correspondents’ Dinner in 2011. This particular conspiracy theory is a good example, 

among – and giving birth to - many others to underscore how quickly fractions of the American 

public jumped at the chance to discredit Obama’s presidency (for the evolution of the conspiracy 

theories, please see Neiwert, 2017, chapter 5). Even when the birth certificate was finally 

released, it was simply dismissed as fake, which underscores how difficult it has become to settle 

anything in contemporary American politics.  
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9.8 The Three Revolts of America:  

In the case of RR ascension in America, three distinct revolts are discernable which will be 

investigated in the subsequent paragraphs. This, however, does not entail that the revolts in any 

way exist in a vacuum, as discussed in the comparative analysis section.  

9.9 The American Cultural Revolt  

As elucidated by the first several paragraphs, the rise of the RR in America has a deeply cultural 

permeation. There are arguably two permeating themes designating the cultural revolt of 

America. The first revolves around the cultural back-lash of the adoption of post-materialist values 

(See section 6.12). This aspect mainly applies to the older generations of American society who 

according to Pippa and Inglehart feel like strangers in their own land: “these developments 

[adoption of postmaterialist values] triggered negative reactions among older traditionalists who 

felt threatened by the erosion of the values which were once dominant.” (2016, p. 14).  

The other revolves around the frightening development of RR supporters in the ARA direction. 

Here, the ‘media’ and ‘crime’ variables collectively outline a scary discourse where foundational, 

basic factuality between liberals, ‘mainstream’ conservatives and the ‘Alt-Right’ can no longer be 

agreed upon.  

Both strands of cultural revolts clearly align extremely well with Trump’s famous campaign slogan 

‘Make America Great Again’ and his ‘America First’ foreign policies. Furthermore, his outright 

rejection of ‘political correctness’ and global warming creates broad appeal among particularly the 

older generations and the traditionalists. Thus, the cultural revolt in America can forcefully be 

argued to have tremendous impact of both the historical rise of RR in America and Donald Trump’s 

rise into the Oval Office. 

9.10 The American Economic Revolt  

The economic revolt of America has its own associated literature with deep historical roots. In 

essence it deals with socio-economic inequalities that have been exacerbated during the last half-

a-century.  
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The churning critical juncture was the 70’s Stagflation crises (‘critical juncture’) and the reactionary 

macro-economic policies created to alleviate it and bring the Western economies back on track. To 

elaborate, the shift was away from what Blyth (A) (2016) identifies as the ‘Debtor’s Paradise’ 

which was prevalent from the 2nd World War to the 70’s and had focused on predominantly full-

employment policies. The focus on full-employment was not taken out of thin air, but rather by 

observing the catastrophic era of unemployment in Europe in the 20’s and 30’s and the 

desperation it gave birth to, and consequently the tyranny that it enabled. Thus, unemployment 

became the ubiquitous enemy of macro-economics, and as a result, the over-arching macro-

economic policy structure was tailored to fit this disposition. However, as outlined by the 

prescient Polish economist Michal Kalecki’s in the mid 40’s, the inevitable result of post-war 

capitalism’s strive to run constant full-employment would over a 30-year period produce rising 

inflation, destroy management control and eat profits (Kalecki’s argument provided by Blyth, 

(A+B) 2016).  

The results of the macro-economic policies of the late 70s and the 80’s launched a ‘new’ paradigm 

characterized by the ‘war on inflation’ and the de-regulation of capital, enabling firms to produce 

abroad in labor-inexpensive countries leading to heavy pressurization on domestic labor, 

manufacturing in particular. What is often overlooked is that meanwhile employment in 

manufacturing in America has falling drastically, the output has slowly risen (Appendix 11). The 

collapse in wage growth can be argued to emerge as a result of the freeing of capital, since this 

development enables firms to move production to countries where labor is cheap thus funneling 

jobs from labor-expensive countries.  

It would be a simplification to state that all the above is directly caused and traceable to the 

macro-economic policy shift outlined by Blyth (A) (2016). It would be more adequate to say that 

the developments highlighted above have been enabled by the paradigm shifts in macro-economic 

policies. Other forces are also at work, the most dominant one arguably being ‘globalization as 

exchange’ (Meyer, 2007). Fueled by advancements in technology, international trade (up until 

Trump, at least), cross-national investments have fueled an exodus of labor-intensive jobs to 

low(er)-waged countries. Thus, not only has wages become stagnant, the number of (particularly 

manufacturing) jobs have also fallen. This marks the greatest reshuffling of individual incomes 

since the industrial revolution (Milanovic, 2016). Consequently, as outlined by Norris & Inglehart 
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(2016, p. 10): “… some residual elements of the appeal of authoritarian movements can still be 

detected among the petit bourgeoisie, but populist rhetoric is thought to have fallen upon its most 

fertile ground among the low-skilled, blue collar underclass, with low wages and minimal job 

security, most vulnerable to social risks, who have tumbled through the cracks of the welfare state 

within affluent societies.”.  

To sum up, job security has fallen dramatically by rampant outsourcing, the real -wage (inflation-

adjusted wage) of particularly blue-collar jobs has been more or less constant in the last three 

decades, union strength has waned (see appendix 4), finance is stronger than ever, best 

exemplified by Government bail-outs following the Global Financial Crisis in 2008. Thus, the 

incentives for an economic revolt are strong in America. The rust-belt Americans of the former 

manufacturing states are justifiably discontent with the political establishment. 

9.11 The American Political Revolt 

The identified three drivers of diminished support in the KKK during the 1920’s (see section 9.1, 

last paragraph) are unfortunately not present in today’s America: Rather than having a president 

in office that attempts to counter contemporary racist movements such as the Alt-America, the 

current president is the emblematic representation for these very movements (Neiwert, 2018). 

What is truly astonishing in the American case is that meanwhile being the ‘torch in the night’ for 

movements such as the ARA, Trump has simultaneously secured votes from counties that had 

previously voted for Obama. More specifically, ca. one third of the more than 650 counties that 

voted twice for Obama, flipped in favor of Trump in the 2016 election, many of these vital to 

securing key swing states for Trump (Tavernise and Gebeloff, NY Times, 05/04/2018). From both 

the economic and particularly the cultural revolts’ perspectives this evidence is hard to explain. It 

seems dubious at best to assume that a third of the two-times-Obama supporters would suddenly 

have become overtly racist. Thus, there must be swing voters who cast their ballots for Trump not 

because of his racism, misogyny (etc.), but rather despite of it. This is a quintessential point that is 

often drowned in the entropic media storm trying to make sense of Trump’s election. A viable 

explanation is that a sizable fraction, who voted for Obama out of a desire for genuine change, and 

after 2 terms with disappointment in his results, decided to cast their next ballot for Trump, 

because ‘he certainly wanted to shake things up’. As noted by Tavernise and Gebeloff after 
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interviewing a range of different, ordinary Americans: “Several voters said they chose Mr. Trump 

for the same reason they chose Mr. Obama: a deep craving for change and disgust with both 

political parties” (NY Times, 05/04/2018).  

  

10. Comparative Analysis 

The comparative analysis will compare the findings of the three case studies. The overarching goal 

is essentially to investigate the veracity of the thesis’ RQ based on the accumulated knowledge 

pool generated by the thesis. Before an adequate assessment of the RQ can be provided, the 

comparative findings must be disclosed. Thus, the section will start off by discussing each level of 

the micro, meso, macro framework individually. Ultimately, building on the findings of the 

comparative ‘MDSD’ and the subsequent comparative analysis, the thesis will arguably have 

provided the foundations upon which to discuss to what extent there is a pattern in the global rise 

of the RR. Thus, the findings of the thesis will be provided along with the conclusions, and 

emanating from these, suggestions for future research of the RR will be proposed.  

In the following sections, all the variables mentioned are implicitly viewed in the context of how 

and to what extent they have been found to be affecting RR support.   

 

10.1 Micro Level Variables 

‘Party Identification’ or rather a lack thereof has been found to be present in all three cases to 

varying degrees. Brazil, with its institutional setup that fostered individuality among politicians 

rather than incentives for party collaboration, is the relative outlier. The surging popularity of the 

now incarcerated, former President Luiz Inácio da Silva (Lula), was seemingly not tied to his 

affiliation with the Worker’s Party. Thus, when the Worker’s Party became increasingly implica ted 

in the tsunami of corruption scandals, Lula’s seeming disassociation with the corruption 

maintained the party’s dominating position in the polls. When he was finally implicated and 

subsequently disbarred, the polls landslided and despite extensive efforts, the last of the already 

tenuous trust to the Worker’s Party evaporated. In the Danish case, the dissolution of ‘class voting’ 
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was found to have increased party-disloyalty, making it more difficult for center parties to 

appropriate their appeals resulting in a tilting discourse, fueled by ‘media’ framing towards the RR 

and thus effectively the DPP. In the case of America, ‘Party Identification’ became yet another 

asset for Donald Trump once he had secured the position as Front Runner. Being the frontrunner 

of the GOP ensured him the party-loyal votes that would have been difficult to obtain had he 

chosen to run via an alternative party.  

 ‘Protest Voting’ was found to be a variable of similar importance in all three cases, but for quite 

different reasons. In Brazil, the rampaging corruption scandals, framed as being primarily 

concerned with the Worker’s Party (for many voters confirmed by the incarceration of the once 

beloved Lula) caused massive anti-sentiments against the Worker’s Party and thus pushed swing-

voters into the welcoming arms of Jair Bolsonaro. The validity and veracity of making the Worker’s 

Party the scape-goat in the corruption scandal was found to be dubious at best, once again 

indicating that in heated election campaigns truth is an elusive concept. In the Danish context, the 

protest voting seems to be inseparable from ‘Party System Factors’ coined Party Convergence 

within the political spectrum which along with the raging refugee crisis of Europe, was found to 

polarize voting behavior. In America, the protest vote was found to resonate the sheep’s defiant 

statement in the cartoon (see section 6.6, last paragraph). Furthermore, the table-turning voters 

who voted for Trump after voting for Obama twice indicates ‘protest voting’ as a quintessential 

variable in explaining the RR’s ascension to the American Presidency.  

 

10.2 Meso Level Variables 

‘Party Strength’ was found to be a powerful factor in especially the American case, a little less in 

Denmark and minutely relevant in Brazil vis-à-vis the arguments already presented in the ‘Party 

Identification’ paragraph. In Denmark ‘Party Strength’ was substantial and facilitated by the DPP’s 

incremental media framing which ultimately caused a ‘positive spiral’ bolstering the ‘party 

strength’ and legitimacy of the DPP narrative as immigration became an increasingly covered and 

consequently debated issue. America was found to be well-aligned with the findings of Carter’s 

study (see section 6.7) where the “recipe” of a successful RRP (Strongly organized, well-led with 
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factionalized parties) was fulfilled. Well-led leadership would by many be disputed, however, it is 

evident that Trump’s controversial leadership successfully united an array of right -wingers ranging 

from moderate, change-seeking conservatives to RR extremists whom might have proven 

apathetic to vote, if another candidate had been chosen to represent them (Neiwart, 2018).  

‘Party Ideology’ was found to be most relevant in the context of Brazil. Brazil’s 21 years with 

authoritarian military rule has infused the Brazilian political DNA to an extent where democracy 

could be disputed openly without this entailing political suicide (as it most certainly would in both 

Denmark and America). The Danish and the American cases reveal countries whose DNA are more 

intertwined with democratic values, which given their political histories compared to Brazil’s is 

only logical. 

‘Party System Factors’ were more indirectly assessed compared to many of the other variables. It 

links to the ‘demand side’ theorists (see section 6.7) that logically argue that the demand for RR 

sentiments need to be present for RRPs or social movements to be successful. In particular with 

regards to Trump’s ascension, it can help alleviate the ubiquitous surprise that followed his 

election. As presented in the ‘Three Revolts’ and particularly the ‘Political Revolt’ section, the 

American constituents wanted a shake-up of the established political system. Furthermore, Trump 

appealed heavily to the political ‘rust-belt’ underclass whose angry sentiments are outlined in the 

‘Revolts’. Thus, Trump’s campaign identified and tapped into the latent demand that has been 

brewing for decades and thus became a symbol for the voices who craved political change. In 

other words, he became the antonym of what Hilary Clinton stood for, which was, more or less 

continued path dependence of the American political discourse. It is early to say, but this thesis 

would propose that, akin to the election of Bolsonaro, Donald Trump becoming President 

constitutes a critical juncture in American politics (a point to which we shall return in the 

discussion).  

In a less tangible way, the ‘demand-side’ argument was also discussed in the Brazilian and Danish 

cases. In Brazil, Jair Bolsonaro’s campaign revitalized authoritarian sentiments that amidst the 

‘storm of negative trends’ (Leeds, 2018) tapped into more primal urges among the constituents 

also delineating a potential critical juncture.  In Denmark the most prominent examples were 

found to be the PP’s identification of a demand against the path dependence towards an ever-
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growing bureaucratic ‘Welfare State’ and their subsequent incredulous success. Pia Kjærsgaards’ 

anti-immigrant discourse first introduced in the PP in the 1980’s, also tapped into a rising demand 

that would incrementally shape a media and subsequently political discourse permeated by the 

immigration issue.  

 

10.3 Macro-Level Variables 

‘Institutional Factors’ were found to be a key variable, particularly with regards to the array of 

context specific institutions (in the broadest sense). Mainly, the case studies emphasized the 

electoral system as a foundational variable that sets the stage and thus comprises the arena in 

which lower level variables exist and interact. In Brazil, the two-round election system would be 

expected (Norris, 1997) to eliminate the possibility of electing an extremist such as Jair Bolsonaro, 

much like the French electoral system has stood in the way of the Front Nationale and the Le Pens’ 

ascension to the presidency. However, the ‘perfect storm of negative trends’ (Leeds, 2018) 

beginning in the late 2000’s was, along with Brazil’s volatile and young democratic history, 

evidently enough to overshadow the moderative effects of their electoral system.  

In the American case, ‘Institutional Factors’ also played a significant role in that the Tea Party since 

2010 has been able to exercise considerable impact on the legislative issues, but like the Brazilian 

case, the binary nature of the ‘final’ election was viewed as an institutional factor that should have 

inhibited a RR populist’s ascension to the presidency. As in the Brazilian case, the inhibiting traits 

of the electoral system were arguably conquered by a combination of ‘political, economic and 

cultural revolts’.     

In Denmark, the representative electoral system would be expected to facilitate better condition 

for RR ascension (Norris, 1997), however, vis-à-vis both the American and Brazilian cases, the 

opposite was found to be the case. This does not mean that the thesis dismisses the arguments of 

Norris (1997), rather, it suggests that the logic only holds up to a certain point, and that there are 

other variables affecting the outcome, that in combination can outshine the effect that the 

electoral system has on RR support. Another ‘Institutional Factor’ which was addressed in the 

Danish case was the welfare system. Here the HI concepts of Path Dependence provided key 
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insights into the development and ultimately the universal of ‘the welfare state’ that consequently 

entrenched the political spectrum making it harder for especially the historically most popular 

parties, to stand out. This effect, admittedly in combination with variables such as ‘Media’ and a 

lack of ‘Party Identification’, polarized constituents. Held in combination with the increasingly 

publicized, debated and conscientious topic of ‘Immigration and Unemployment’, it becomes 

clearer that the discombobulation and hesitancy of voters provided substantial political 

opportunity for the DPP, which forcefully can be argued to have been seized according to their 

considerable voter-share increase in the most recent election of 2015 (Appendix 8). 

‘Immigration and Unemployment’ were discovered to be pervasive, permeating issues 

throughout all three cases. In line with what the literature suggests, this thesis has found these 

two variables, and in particular ‘Immigration’ to be the backbone of the rise of the RR. Whereas 

context specificity does determine the ‘guise’ of the variables, the thesis argues, in line with the 

literature, that these two variables comprise the nexus on which the RR, across borders or even 

continents, are most homogenous in their stance. The degrees to which the anti-immigrant 

sentiments can be furthered have been found to be conditioned upon several other factors. This 

will be discussed in more detail in the ‘Discussion section’.  

The Media was found to be intrinsically linked to the rise of the RR. The Danish case in particular 

emphasizes media framing of the immigration issue to be of quintessential importance to explain 

relative RR salience. The framing of the ‘immigration’ variable seems to have hit a nerve in the 

overarching sentiments of the countries investigated. In the American case, the narratives of 

certain media platforms e.g. ‘Fox News’ and their discourse of fake news were found to be of 

pivotal value in understanding, how and why substantial fractions of the American population 

believe the often blatantly scientifically incorrect postulations made by Donald Trump and his 

administration. In the Brazilian case, the media was not found to be as dominant a contributor to 

the RR agenda. However, it was remarked that the media’s framing of the corruption scandal 

seems to tilt more heavily against the Worker’s Party, thus benefiting the political opposition.   

Crime was found to be a particularly strong variable in the Brazilian context. Particularly the rising 

homicide rates and the plaguing corruption was established to contribute substantially to the 

public insecurity. The growing feelings of insecurity added to the drastic narrative of Brazil needing 
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a ‘savior’ (Leeds, 2018), thus paving the way for radical politicians advocat ing equally radical 

responses to the crime issues. Trump’s campaign mediated ‘crime’ as a pivotal issue, claiming 

preposterously racist claims against immigrants, particularly Mexicans.  

The comparative analysis frankly presents a blurry picture of results. In the pursuit of uncovering 

the drivers of the rise of the RR, it illuminates the over-power of context specificity vs. a potential 

pattern in these variables. This is a finding of its own. However, the next section will daringly make 

the case that if the scope is broadened, and we take a step back analytically from the ‘variable 

level’ to an overarching ‘revolt’ level, a vague pattern is discernable from the case studies and the 

comparative analysis. 

11. Research Question Discussion 

‘To what extent is there a pattern that can help explain the global emergence of the Radical 

Right?’ 

At great distance, admittedly, the thesis has through the case studies confirmed the presence of 

three distinct ‘revolts’ in all three countries (with the only arguably exception being ‘economic 

revolt’ in Denmark). This leads to the important albeit very general point about the potential 

pattern in the global emergence of the RR: it is comprised of a different combination of micro-, 

meso- and macro-level variables that have inspired similar sentiments in the populations. The 

following section will assess each of the ‘three revolts’ and discuss the similarities found in the 

case studies and upon this attempt to establish a pattern. The pattern will then be cri tically 

assessed by viewing it in the light of the differences found in the case studies guiding the thesis to 

perform its conclusion.  

11.1 The Political Revolt 

‘The Political Revolt’ has been found in all three cases to be comprised of the electorates’ 

frustration with the political system and an increasing distrust in politicians. The three most -

different cases display protest-voting as arguably the key variable in understanding why the 

‘political revolt’ exists. In Brazil the political revolt’s guise was a series of massive corruption 

scandals that were found to catalyze the electorate’s increasing discontent in the discourses of the 
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prevalent left dominant since 1985. In Denmark, particularly the ‘landslide’ election of 1973 

resonated a similar frustration with the contemporary leftist political discourse. In more present 

times, the sentiments are best exemplified by the Media discourse and the controversial 

legislation of e.g. the ‘Lindholm Island’ or the ‘Masking Prohibition’ initiatives. These controversial 

laws can be viewed as the government’s attempt to address the growing support of the RR , 

launching what seems to be a domino effect of anti-immigrant laws to appease the DPP and the 

perceived public sentiment. In America, the presence of a ‘the political revolt’ was best highlighted 

by the significant fraction of two-time Obama voters that voted for Trump in 2016. The desperate 

call for political change and the “disgust with both political parties” (see section 9.11, last 

paragraph) clearly outlines the presence of a ‘political revolt’. Furthermore, all three cases 

displayed the RR’s Manichean world-view of populism. The epistemological bubble of viewing the 

world as composed of dualities. Both Javier Bolsonaro and Donald Trump have utilized the 

narrative of them being the ‘savior’ of the little guy, and thus the bane of the ‘political elite’ . 

Thus, albeit for different reasons, i.e. the country-specific weighting of the micro-, meso-, and 

macro-level variables constituting the ‘political revolt’, the three most-different cases display a 

similar trend within ‘the political revolt’ arena. The demand for political change is seemingly 

reflected in the level of RR ascension. This indicates an overarching pattern, where RR support is 

positively correlated with mounting political frustrations in the electorate. 

11.2 The Cultural Revolt  

‘The cultural revolt’ was displayed as a battle of maintaining social status as well as a battle against 

increasing adaptation of progressive, postmaterialist values. All three cases suggest that the RR is 

being fueled by a growing sentiment against postmaterialist values. The relatively quick adaptation 

of postmaterialist values was found to have resulted in alienation of especially the older segments 

of the electorate, whom, through the ‘nativist lens’ are viewed as exalted, rightful citizens who, 

unlike the immigrants, belong in the country. In all three cases there were found outright 

examples of public bigotries: xenophobia, racism and surprisingly homophobia. Griffen’s (2003) 

five key characteristics of nationalism (Appendix 1) were found in all three cases once again 

underscoring the importance of nationalism in the RR. Populism permeated the cultural domain to 

spread a similar narrative of ‘we, the real people’ vs. ’them, the unwanted immigrants’  or the 
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‘little guys’ against the ‘political elite. The narrative was subtler in the Danish context, whereas the 

American and the Brazilian case displayed traits border-lining fascism. Once again, the demand for 

cultural change seems to reflect the level of RR ascendance.  

Thus, the findings of the ‘Cultural Revolt’ and the ‘Political Revolt’ support and extends each other 

indicating a positive correlation between the angered demand for cultural and political change 

and RR support. 

11.3 ‘The Economic Revolt’     

Seeing as the Danish ‘economic revolt’ was hard to identify and the nature of it differed compared 

to the other cases, it would seemingly suggest Blyth’s (A+B) (2016) emphasis on economics driving 

rising RR support to be dubious. However, that entails that the observed rises in all  three cases are 

of equal magnitude, which is hardly the case: DPP’s Kristian Thulesen Dahl is not the Prime 

Minister of Denmark. Thus, the thesis views Blyth’s paradigm designations of the 1970’s and the 

2010’s as potent heuristics capable of explaining a  substantial part of the momentum guiding ‘the 

economic revolt’.  

Denmark’s relatively stable economic conditions have dampened the ramifications of the ‘Cultural 

– and Political Revolts’. Thus, in line with the contemporary literature, the thesis assumes that the 

RR thrives on chaos, and that the ideal scenario for RR ascension involves the presence of all three 

‘revolts’ built on a certain mix of the micro-, meso-, and macro-level variables inducing favorable 

conditions for the radicalization of the electorate. In countries such as Brazil and America where 

‘the political and cultural revolts’ have arguably been gaining momentum for decades, a recession 

can metaphorically provide the third leg to the stool and thus turbo-charge RR support. Thus, the 

lack of an ‘economic revolt’ can help explain why Denmark is not experiencing a rise of equal 

magnitude to Brazil and America. 

Furthermore, Denmark has not been hit as hard by the globalization-induced decline in job 

security as e.g. America, which was deemed one of the vital, underlying factors pushing the 

American electorate into ‘economic revolt’. If e.g. Greece and the rise of the Golden Dawn had 

been chosen as a case, the ‘economic revolt’ would have been far more conspicuous. Although, 
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Greece would have made an interesting case, it would have defied the reasoning behind the 

thesis’ ‘MDSD’ approach. 

Ultimately, the proclaimed pattern suggests that the degree of radical right ascension is 

proportional to the accumulated ‘economic, social and political revolts’ of the electorate. The 

weighting of micro, meso and macro ‘variables’ is inherently unique, and in the case of America 

and Brazil they evidently elude what it takes for RR populist politicians to ascend to the presidency 

within their respective context. Conclusively, producing a one size-fits-all formula for RR ascension 

would prove futile if not impossible. The unique mix of the ‘variables’ that constitutes each 

individual rise muddies the waters making a distinct pattern undiscernible. However, by taking a 

step back and viewing the cases comparatively through the heuristic lens of the ‘three revolts’ a 

general pattern emerges. A pattern that deems the global rise of the RR to be promulgated by 

chaos and fueled by increasingly frustrated electorates demanding political, cultural and economic 

transformation.  

 

12. Conclusion  

The thesis sat out to investigate the RQ: ‘To what extent is there a pattern that can help explain 

the global emergence of the Radical Right?’. To set the stage, the thesis started out with a review 

of the contemporary literature. The section established essential definitions and discussed the 

most relevant literature. This was followed by an outline of the paper’s methodology: In its pursuit 

of an answer to the RQ, the thesis employed a constructivist PoS that provided the foundational 

insights, “patterns of interests are not firmly rooted in nature”, the importance of the observer, 

uncovering the absolute truth is impossible and in addition, Thomas Kuhn’s ideas about paradigms 

and paradigm shifts. This was followed by argumentation for the chosen explorative research 

design and the ‘MDSD’ research strategy that evolved into a discussion of why the thesis chose 

Brazil, America and Denmark as case studies fitting the ‘MDSD’ approach.  

The following section delved into the approach of HI which would constitute the theoretical, 

permeating backbone of the thesis. The next section dived into Arzheimer’s micro, meso, macro 
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framework of electoral studies (2018) and presented this as the overarching structure for the case 

studies.  

To provide additional perspective and structure, the thesis extended on the insights of Peter A Hall 

and created the concept of ‘the three revolts’. It was argued that that the micro-, meso- and 

macro-level variables interact, clash, intermingle, coalesce, and provide reciprocal output for one 

another and that viewing them through the lens of ‘the three revolts’ would create pivotal context 

and perspective furthering the thesis’ insights. These frontiers or revolts were thus created as 

useful heuristics to provide adequate context to instantiate the variables - to better make sense of 

them - and ultimately, to provide a basis for the quintessential comparison required to investigate 

the RQ. The findings of the thesis indicated dissimilar weighting of the variables when scrutinized 

individually. However, by elevating the scope and viewing the findings through the constructed 

lens of ‘the three revolts’ the paper proposed the argument that an overarching pattern in the 

global rise of the RR was vaguely discernable. The thesis shared the literature’s assumption that 

the RR thrives on chaos and entropy and in this light, the thesis argued that based on th e case 

studies, the comparative analysis and the discussion, the overarching pattern suggests the degree 

of RR ascension is proportional to the accumulated frustrations of the electorate with regards to 

cultural, political and economic issues. The pattern was found to evanesce when zooming in on 

the micro-, meso-, and macro-level variables and re-appear when the focus was broadened.  

Any attempts to answer this thesis’ proposed RQ should be done with extreme care 

acknowledging, in line with this paper’s social constructivist world view, that the ultimate truth in 

the matter can never be ascertained. The phenomenon of study is comprised of so many variables 

whose composition, nature and subsets are constantly mutating as we progress along the 

temporal continuum. Thus, if we are to pursue illumination about phenomena as the one studied 

here, we are as scholars bound out of necessity to pause the constant evolution of history and 

consequently also the variables, we’ve sat out to investigate. This can make the pursuit of 

knowledge about such phenomena seem futile, however, it is the raison d’être of this paper to 

argue in favor of the contrary. Emanating from Steinmo’s (2008) arguments about why HI is 

invaluable to the social sciences, this thesis argues that social science should continue to 

investigate the societal issues that matter, and thus not be scared off, by issues of great 

complexity such as the one being studied here. Our inherently limited cognition and inability to 
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account for every single parameter that might affect a given phenomenon should not result in 

scientific apathy, instead, it should induce curiosity and inquisitiveness, so that we continue the 

ceaseless pursuit of extending our knowledge-frontier about ourselves and the ever-broadening 

society that surrounds us. The thesis’ choice of an exploratory research design is permeated by 

these arguments since pursuing causality with an explanatory approach would arguably be too 

ambitious, since the literature on the global rise of the RR is too embryonic to support this. It is in 

light of these arguments that the conclusions of the thesis should be read and reflected upon. 

Thus, while the case studies illuminated remarkable similarities and differences between the 

radically different countries, it is simply too early in the process of the knowledge-accumulation on 

the ‘Global Radical Right’ to conclude if there is a congruent pattern in the global rise of the RR.  

In its attempt to explain RR support, the thesis does not dispute the insights of earlier research 

such as the establishment of “an extreme right party family” (Mudde, 1996), or the recent and 

substantial “Oxford Handbook of the Radical Right” (Rydgren et al., 2018). However, the thesis 

does contend the party-centric focuses found in these. As exemplified brilliantly by particularly the 

American and Brazilian cases, the political party should not necessarily be the default  unit of 

investigation when seeking illumination on the RR and why it is being increasingly supported. 

Rather, with the ascension of Jair Bolsonaro and Donald Trump, the thesis suggests that future 

research on the RR and particularly the global RR should carefully consider if the traditional 

assumptions still hold true or if we indeed have experienced the ‘paradigm shift’ of Thomas Kuhn 

and thus moved into a new era of the RR that requires us to alter our scientific approaches 

accordingly.   
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Appendices:  

Appendix 1) Roger Griffen’s five characteristics of RR nationalism found in: Griffin, Roger. 2003: 

“Nationalism”, in Contemporary Political Ideologies, ed. R. Eatwell and A. Wright. New York: 

Continuum, pages 154-155: 

“1. The belief that the nation possesses a distinctive cultural identity, which makes it unique 

from other nations and gives it a special historical mission. 

2. The belief that the nation has a unique set of constitutional, historical, geographical, religious, 

linguistic, ethnic, and/or genetic realities. 

3. Pride in national culture and traditions. 

4. The belief that the national community should form a state in which sovereignty resides in the 

people and the state is recognized by the international community. 

5. Both civic and ethnic forms, with the latter prone to chauvinism, ethnocentrism, xenophobia, 

racism, or in extreme cases, genocide. The radical right rejects liberal or civic nationalism and 

supports ethnic nationalism. It favors “natives” above foreigners in society and the state. It 

complains that the “true racism” is the liberal state’s pro-immigration, pro-minority, and pro-

multiculturalism regime, which “discriminates” against “natives.””.  
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Appendix 2) Mark Blyth’s Table on Economic Paradigms:  

 
Appendix 3) Mark Blyth’s Table on the Winners/Losers of the abovementioned paradigms: 
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Appendix 4) David Jacobs. 2014: “Rising income inequality in the U.S. was fueled by Ronald 

Reagan’s attack on union strength, and continued by Bill Clinton’s financial deregulation”, 

available: http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/59386/1/blogs.lse.ac.uk-

Rising_income_inequality_in_the_US_was_fuelled_by_Ronald_Reagans_attacks_on_union_stre

ngth_and_contin.pdf 

[01/12/2019] 

(He finds that prior to the election of President Ronald Reagan, a 10 percent increase in union strength 

would have led to a 2.7 percent fall in income inequality, but this union effect disappears after 1981. His 

results show that Reagan and subsequent neoliberal presidents, including Democrat Bill Clinton, 

contributed to the growth in inequality by continuing to attack k unions and deregulating financial markets) 
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Appendix 5) World Bank Source on Brazilian Economic Growth from 1960-2015: 

https://data.worldbank.org/country/brazil 

[01/12/2019] 
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Appendix 6) Jair Bolsonaro Statements provided by Elaine Brum, The Guardian, October 6th, 

2018: https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/oct/06/homophobic-mismogynist-

racist-brazil-jair-bolsonaro 

[01/12/2019] 
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Appendix 7) Quotes from Berlingske Tidende, Author’s Translation, 12/08/2016 and BT, 

12/08/2016 ranging from 2007-2016, available respectively:  

https://www.berlingske.dk/samfund/her-er-en-raekke-af-de-mest-kontroversielle-df-

bemaerkninger  

https://www.bt.dk/politik/overblik-dferes-kontroversielle-udtalelser-gennem-tiden 

[Both accessed last 01/12/2019] 

Pia Kjærsgaard: “It has been mentioned, that 9/11 demarcated the introduction to a battle 

between two civilizations. I do not agree with this statement, since a battle between civilizations 

would require that both sides can be designated as civilizations, which is not the case. There is 

only one civilization, and that is ours.” (Berlingske) 

Mette Hjermind Dencker (MP) in a debate regarding homosexuals’ rights to have children: “This 

proposal is akin to gay marriages in that both are attempts to eliminate the ‘core family’…what will 

be next? That you should be able to marry your dog?” (Berlingske) 

Morten Messerschmidt (recordholder of most personal votes in Danish European Parliamentary 

elections (Nielsen, Politiken, 05/26/2014)): “I don’t believe that all Muslim societies per definition 

are loser-societies. Muslims are not capable of thinking critically”. (BT) 

Mogens Camre: “The German soldiers [during the German occupation in the 2nd WW] behaved a 

lot better than Muslim boys. Far better. The soldiers were well-disciplined, young, German boys.” 

(BT) 

And finally, Søren Espersen: “We should stop taking in refugees and immigrants from Muslim 

countries for a time. It is from there most of the terrorist acts in the West have their roots.” (BT)  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.berlingske.dk/samfund/her-er-en-raekke-af-de-mest-kontroversielle-df-bemaerkninger
https://www.berlingske.dk/samfund/her-er-en-raekke-af-de-mest-kontroversielle-df-bemaerkninger
https://www.bt.dk/politik/overblik-dferes-kontroversielle-udtalelser-gennem-tiden
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Appendix 8) The Danish Parliamentary Election Results from 1953-present, available: 

https://www.ft.dk/~/media/sites/ft/pdf/folkestyret/valg-og-afstemninger/folketingsvalg-fra-

1953.ashx?la=da 

[01/12/2019] 

 

 

https://www.ft.dk/~/media/sites/ft/pdf/folkestyret/valg-og-afstemninger/folketingsvalg-fra-1953.ashx?la=da
https://www.ft.dk/~/media/sites/ft/pdf/folkestyret/valg-og-afstemninger/folketingsvalg-fra-1953.ashx?la=da
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Appendix 9) Ronald F. Inglehart and Pippa Norris: Trump, Brexit, and the Rise of Populism: 

Economic Have-Nots and Cultural Backlash 2016, p. 39: 
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Appendix 10) Neiwert, David. 2017: “Alt-America, The Rise of the Radical Right in the Age of 

Trump”, Verso, page 34: 

 
Appendix 11) Desilver, Drew. 2017: “Most Americans unaware that as U.S. manufacturing jobs 

have disappeared, output has grown”, Pew Research Center, 07/25/2017, available:  

http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/07/25/most-americans-unaware-that-as-u-s-

manufacturing-jobs-have-disappeared-output-has-grown/  

[01/12/2019] 

 
 

http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/07/25/most-americans-unaware-that-as-u-s-manufacturing-jobs-have-disappeared-output-has-grown/
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/07/25/most-americans-unaware-that-as-u-s-manufacturing-jobs-have-disappeared-output-has-grown/

